
10. Distractions

The chapter begins with Kaladin reflecting on childhood influences and his evolving
perspective on heroism and heresy, setting a tone of introspection. He demonstrates
his mastery of Windrunning by leaping from a hilltop, using Stormlight to lift himself
and navigate through a rain-drenched landscape filled with dense vivim trees. His
movements are fluid and practiced, reminiscent of disciplined training, and are
accompanied by internal musings about his past and present responsibilities. Kaladin’s
physical agility and mental focus are intertwined as he prepares to face the ongoing
threat of Voidbringers, emphasizing his role as a warrior caught between duty and
personal history.

The narrative shifts to Kaladin’s interaction with Syl, who appears as a playful, surreal
raindrop and then as a young woman, providing comic relief and companionship amid
the bleak weather. Their banter reveals Kaladin’s tendency toward seriousness,
counterbalanced by Syl’s lightheartedness and her role in uplifting his spirits. Their
conversations touch on themes of family, creation, and the nature of spren, illustrating
the bond between them and highlighting Syl’s playful, nurturing personality. Kaladin’s
reflections on his family and Syl’s imagined potential as a mother deepen the
chapter’s exploration of identity, purpose, and the intangible bonds that sustain him in
difficult times.

As Kaladin journeys outward, he assesses the villages he encounters, noting the
damage inflicted by storms and lightning but finding hope in the absence of
widespread attack. His spiral route from Hearthstone to Hornhollow demonstrates his
diligent efforts to warn communities about the returning storm and the threat of
Voidbringers. The scene underscores the ongoing struggle of rebuilding and survival in
a ravaged land, with Kaladin acting as a messenger and protector. His observations
about the land’s geography and the resilience of the villagers serve as a reminder of



the persistent danger and the importance of vigilance.

In the final scene, Kaladin arrives at Hornhollow, where signs of life and community
resilience emerge despite the destruction. He prepares to address the villagers as a
Knight Radiant, symbolized by his blade and his reputation. The villagers’ enthusiastic
reception, despite the relentless rain, underscores their hope and faith in Kaladin’s
leadership. The chapter concludes with Kaladin’s resolve to deliver his message,
embodying his role as a protector and leader amid adversity. This scene encapsulates
themes of hope, duty, and the enduring human spirit in the face of relentless storms
and threats.


