35. First into the Sky

The chapter opens with Sigzil reflecting on his dreams and past ambitions, contrasting
his current life with his aspirations of passing government service exams in Azish. His
memories evoke a sense of longing and disappointment, emphasizing how far he has
strayed from his original goals. Despite the hardships and his modest background,
Sigzil still harbors hopes for a better future, though he is acutely aware of the barriers
he faces as a son of laborers. His introspection reveals a deep internal struggle
between his past ambitions and his present reality, set against the backdrop of a

disciplined military environment.

Sigzil’s morning routine highlights the camaraderie and chaos among the soldiers of
Bridge Four. Lopen’s antics, such as practicing upside-down eating and attempting to
walk on the ceiling, inject humor into the narrative, showcasing the men'’s resilience
and lightheartedness despite their circumstances. The interactions reveal their close
bonds and individual personalities, especially Lopen’s cheerful bravado and Sigzil’s
pragmatic attitude. The scene also underscores the challenges of discipline and order
within their group, contrasting their efforts with the strict expectations of Azir’s

culture, where orderliness is highly valued.

As Sigzil prepares for the day, he observes the diverse physical and cultural traits of
his fellow soldiers, including their tattoos and unique features. This reinforces the
theme of diversity within the group and the importance of Stormlight healing, which
has transformed some but not all. Sigzil’s thoughts turn inward again, contemplating
how his life might have been different if he had succeeded in his studies and avoided
trouble. His moment of self-doubt and reflection underscores the ongoing struggle for
identity and purpose amid the chaos of military life and the lingering shadows of past

failures.



The chapter concludes with Sigzil seeking out Kaladin, who is engaged in morning
exercises, and discussing the state of their battalion. Their conversation highlights the
administrative chaos and logistical difficulties they face, emphasizing the burden of
leadership in a military setting. Sigzil’s role as a scribe and assistant underscores the
importance of organization and structure, even amidst the physical and emotional
hardships. The dialogue also hints at the broader themes of duty, responsibility, and

the ongoing fight to maintain order and morale within their ranks, setting the stage for

further challenges ahead.
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