
75. Only Red

The chapter opens with a reflection on a past military campaign, highlighting Dalinar's
strategic mindset and his fascination with the potential of mounted archers and
cavalry tactics. The scene vividly depicts his leadership and the elite training of his
soldiers, emphasizing their stamina and proficiency in long-distance combat. Dalinar's
thoughts reveal his curiosity about warfare innovations, setting the tone for a story
deeply rooted in military strategy and honor. The narrative intertwines his tactical
considerations with personal resolve, illustrating his dedication to understanding and
mastering the art of war on a grand scale.

As Dalinar leads his forces over rugged terrain, the chapter explores his internal
struggle with trust and betrayal. The "Thrill," a powerful emotional and mystical force,
energizes him but also clouds his judgment, especially as he contemplates the loyalty
of Sadeas. Dalinar’s trust in his allies is challenged by suspicions of treachery, creating
a tense atmosphere of uncertainty. His focus sharpens as he prepares for what might
be a confrontation, driven by a mixture of loyalty, suspicion, and a desire for truth.
This internal conflict underscores the complexities of leadership in a treacherous
political landscape.

The scene shifts to an intense action sequence as Dalinar’s forces approach a
seemingly abandoned caravan. His instincts alert him to danger, prompting him to
charge into a camp that appears deserted. However, the situation quickly escalates
when he realizes something is amiss—the soldiers wear Sadeas's colors, but their
behavior and the environment suggest deception. The chapter builds suspense as
Dalinar’s suspicions grow; he orders a retreat, only to be caught off guard by a sudden
landslide triggered by enemies. This trap results in Dalinar being buried and injured,
leaving him vulnerable and in a perilous situation.



In the final moments, Dalinar’s resilience shines through. Trapped beneath the rocks,
he senses betrayal and recognizes the trap set by enemies allied with the Rift and its
highlord. Despite his injuries and the overwhelming odds, his determination to survive
and fight back is palpable. He uses his armor’s mystical power, the Thrill, to summon
the strength needed to escape the rockslide tomb. The chapter concludes with Dalinar
breaking free from his rocky prison, ready to confront his enemies and uncover the
truth behind the deception. His resolve and strategic mind remain unbroken, setting
the stage for future conflict and revelation.


