
72. Rockfall

The chapter begins by highlighting the displacement caused by the city's upheaval,
with the Edgedancers prioritizing relocating their people rather than recording their
thoughts in gemstones. The narrative underscores the moral dilemma faced by the
Radiants, who are being absorbed by nations, contrasting their fate with that of the
ordinary citizens left without homes. This sets a tone of societal imbalance and the
difficult decisions surrounding loyalty and responsibility amid chaos. The perspective
emphasizes the human cost of political and magical conflicts, illustrating how the
broader conflict impacts everyday lives, especially those of the displaced and
vulnerable populations.

Veil, a central character, perceives the city’s heartbeat through its ancient stones,
sensing a dark presence—a spren that has become an urban disease. Her observations
reveal a city scarred by old wounds and ongoing threats, with the populace avoiding
the palace and ignoring the ominous signs. Veil’s introspection about the city’s
resilience and the silent threat within hints at deeper, unseen dangers. Her cautious
exploration underscores the pervasive tension and the presence of a long-standing,
corrupting influence that has yet to be fully revealed or confronted.

The narrative then shifts to Veil and her companion Vathah infiltrating a luxurious
mansion called Rockfall, which is filled with illusions of waterfalls and grandeur,
created through magical means. They adopt disguises to evade detection, moving
through the estate’s opulent, transformed spaces. Their mission involves gathering
intelligence and assessing the damage from recent storms, including repairs made to
the mansion after lightning strikes caused significant destruction. The detailed
descriptions of the mansion’s architecture, the artificial waterfalls, and the ongoing
repairs reflect a world where wealth, magic, and aesthetics intertwine, yet underlying
tensions and dangers persist beneath the surface.



The chapter concludes with Veil and Vathah covertly observing a conversation
involving Ishnah and the mansion’s mistress, Brightness Nananav. As they navigate
guards and the mansion’s guarded environment, Veil sketches Nananav from memory,
demonstrating her resourcefulness and stealth. The scene captures the mounting
suspense and the complexity of their infiltration, emphasizing the danger of their
covert operation. The characters’ interactions reveal their nervousness and
professionalism, illustrating the high stakes of their mission and the constant threat of
discovery in a world filled with political intrigue, magical dangers, and hidden agendas.


