
Chapter 8: Paper

Chapter 8: Paper introduces readers to the bustling life of Chicken Hill, where the
dynamics of community and the lives of the people are deeply intertwined. At the
heart of this community is Chona, who, despite her secretive decision to hide Dodo
from the authorities, finds her life intersecting with the vibrant energy of Patty Millison,
better known as Paper. Every Saturday, Paper takes her place at Chona's grocery
store, where her beauty, charm, and sharp ability to gather and share gossip make her
an indispensable part of the neighborhood. Her captivating personality draws in not
just the local women but men of all walks of life, eager to share their stories with her.
Paper's presence and influence create a space where the neighborhood’s pulse can be
felt, as she becomes the conduit for the town’s collective voice.

Even as the town is burdened with the harsh reality of Dodo's uncertain future, Paper's
gossip weaves a lighter thread through the tension. One of her latest announcements
— "Big Soap knocked Fatty's gold tooth out" — instantly garners attention and
laughter, drawing a crowd eager to hear more. Through Paper's animated storytelling,
the history between Big Soap and Fatty is unveiled. Big Soap, an immigrant with a
gentle disposition, and Fatty, a local hustler with a history of using his authority for
personal gain, have a long-standing and complicated relationship. Paper’s colorful
retelling of the event adds a layer of humor to the drama, with mimicked actions and
exaggerated expressions that keep her audience enthralled. The incident, though filled
with tension, becomes a moment of levity in a community that constantly faces
adversity.

As the laughter fades, Paper expertly shifts gears, moving from playful banter to a
more nuanced analysis of the community’s struggles. She weaves together stories
from the neighborhood, reflecting on the intersections of race, gender, and the daily
battles that the people of Chicken Hill face. Through Paper’s lens, we see the



complexities of life in a predominantly white society, where the struggles of the
minority community are often overlooked. Her ability to navigate these social
dynamics while maintaining her role as both a gossip and a listener makes her a
crucial figure in the town’s social fabric. In this chapter, Paper’s storytelling not only
provides entertainment but also offers a deeper insight into the community’s
challenges and resilience. She stands as a symbol of connection, humor, and strength
in the face of adversity.

The arrival of a strange man at Chona's store introduces a new layer of tension to the
story, particularly concerning the safety of Dodo. Paper, ever alert to the dynamics
around her, exchanges uneasy glances with her friend Addie, both women silently
wondering who might be revealing too much about Dodo’s location. This moment
shifts the tone, as Paper, typically the source of entertainment, now becomes a key
player in uncovering the truth behind this mysterious visitor. Her commitment to her
community is clear as she promises to investigate the situation, showing her
unwavering loyalty to those she holds dear. Paper’s role as a central figure in Chicken
Hill's social life is underscored as she steps into a more protective role, prepared to
defend her community and its secrets. Her curiosity and willingness to act reflect her
deep-seated connection to the people around her, and the tension that builds in this
moment foreshadows her involvement in resolving the conflict surrounding Dodo’s
safety.

The chapter serves as a turning point in Paper’s character development, highlighting
her adaptability and depth. While she is known for her lighthearted gossip, Paper’s
actions reveal her capacity for seriousness when it comes to protecting the people she
cares about. The unfolding mystery involving Dodo is a challenge Paper is ready to
confront, reinforcing her position as a linchpin in the community. Through Paper, the
reader gains insight not only into the social dynamics of Chicken Hill but also into the
complexity of relationships in a tightly-knit, yet fractured, world. This chapter solidifies
Paper as a resilient, multifaceted character whose role extends beyond mere
entertainment to that of a protector and a connector in a community on the brink of
change.


