
Chapter 15: The Worm

Chapter 15: The Worm begins with Mrs. Fioria Carissimi learning about a shocking
incident involving a Jewish storekeeper and a deaf boy named Dodo from Vivana
Agnello, the president of the Volunteer Women’s Association. Vivana had spread a
rumor that the Jewish family had hidden Dodo in an attempt to extort money from the
locals, yet paradoxically, they had still called the police on him. Fioria, however,
remains largely indifferent to Vivana’s gossip, choosing to focus more on maintaining
her relationships and stability within her community rather than engaging with the
scandal. Her pragmatic nature and preference for avoiding unnecessary drama come
through clearly, especially when Vivana’s accusations turn toward a fellow Italian,
Eugenio Fabicelli, whom Vivana had condemned for making poor business decisions.
Fioria’s conflict with Vivana over this accusation further highlights her inclination to
avoid involving herself in others' disputes.

Later, during a conversation with her friend Pia, another Sicilian woman, Fioria reflects
on the events surrounding the boy and the escalating tension in their neighborhood.
Pia expresses frustration over the idea of hiding children, especially given their
impoverished circumstances, and seems concerned about the complexities of such
decisions. Fioria provides more insight, recounting the bits of information she has
gathered, including the possible involvement of Doc Roberts in some unsavory
dealings. Pia’s words imply that her relationship with her husband, Matteo, is strained,
with hints of deeper conflicts concerning the actions of local figures. These subtle
references to Pia’s troubled marriage and the connection to the ongoing drama
suggest that tensions in their community are not only fueled by the incident with Dodo
but also by personal issues and unresolved relationships among the residents.

Fioria’s maternal instincts come to the forefront as she grows increasingly worried
about her son, Enzo, becoming entangled in the chaos surrounding Dodo’s situation.



Enzo’s close association with Fatty, the town’s notorious figure, raises concerns for
Fioria, who fears that his involvement could lead to trouble with the law. Her anxiety
intensifies when she learns that the police had been called to a disturbance at the
Jewish store, linked to Dodo’s case. In an effort to protect her son, Fioria adopts a
stern, authoritative tone as she confronts Enzo, warning him to avoid meddling with
the police and steering clear of the mess that is developing in their community. Her
protective nature drives her to intervene, reflecting her desire to shield him from the
potential consequences of these tumultuous events. Her actions show the lengths to
which she is willing to go to maintain peace and protect her family.

The narrative then shifts as Fioria arrives at Fatty’s jook joint, where she finds a group
gathered to discuss the growing scandal. The scene is filled with tension, as Fioria
confronts her son and, in a display of both maternal authority and cultural
expectations, scolds him for his involvement in the mess. The atmosphere becomes a
blend of humor and tension, with Fioria expressing her fears and frustrations in a
manner that resonates across cultural divides. Fatty, witnessing this exchange,
becomes increasingly uneasy as he observes the precarious state of their community.
The gossip and rumors surrounding the incident at the Heaven & Earth Grocery Store
continue to swirl, and Fatty, like others in the neighborhood, is concerned about the
social fractures that are beginning to show. His growing anxiety underscores the
fragile balance of their community, as these private disputes begin to spill into the
open, threatening the relationships and alliances that hold it together.

The chapter, with its portrayal of Fioria’s protective instincts, encapsulates the
intricate relationships that define the community. The clash of personal interests,
community dynamics, and cultural expectations highlights the broader societal
struggles at play. Fioria’s actions—her focus on maintaining family stability, her
intervention with her son, and her indifference to gossip—reflect the deep desire to
protect her loved ones from the chaos unfolding around them. The chapter also
touches on themes of motherhood, community loyalty, and the complexities of dealing
with societal disputes. As the tension mounts, the characters’ reactions reveal how
personal and collective struggles intertwine, particularly in times of crisis. This chapter



is a reminder of the weight of personal responsibility, especially when it involves loved
ones, and the delicate balance required to maintain peace in a community teetering
on the edge of conflict.


