
101. Deadeye

The chapter begins by exploring the mythological and theological significance of
Moelach, comparing it to Nergaoul but highlighting its unique role in granting visions of
the future, which is linked to the Unmade and perceived as an enemy force. This sets a
tone of mystical intrigue, emphasizing the dangerous and mysterious nature of these
entities and their influence on human lore. The narrative then shifts to Adolin, who is
preparing for a social engagement, fashioning an outfit that reflects old Thaylenah
styles. His efforts to craft a suitable appearance reveal his desire to blend tradition
with practicality while also hinting at his internal conflicts about leadership and
identity.

As Adolin interacts with Captain Ico, the conversation delves into themes of leadership,
nobility, and trust. Ico perceives Adolin’s regal bearing and questions his past as a
ruler, implying that highborn status is significant to humans but also dangerous due to
inherent betrayal. This exchange underscores the tension between societal
expectations and personal integrity, with Ico’s observations prompting Adolin to reflect
on his own potential future as a king amidst the fallen Alethkar. The dialogue reveals
Adolin’s internal struggles with his sense of duty, self-doubt, and the implications of
inheriting the throne, which he has long wished to avoid.

The narrative then broadens to include the group’s journey, with characters like
Shallan, Kaladin, and Azure adjusting to their new environment and attire, purchased
with trade goods. Their reactions to their clothing and the mention of sewing skills
highlight their adaptation to unfamiliar circumstances and the importance of
appearance in this new context. The scene is punctuated by a dramatic highstorm,
whose iridescent clouds suggest a mystical or supernatural phenomenon feeding off
the storm, adding a layer of tension and mystery to their voyage. The characters’
interactions and observations reveal their personalities and relationships, emphasizing



themes of adaptation and curiosity.

Finally, the chapter concludes with reflections on duty, responsibility, and personal
choices. Azure’s story about a royal who abandoned her throne to prioritize personal
happiness contrasts with Adolin’s sense of obligation and the societal expectations
placed upon him. The dialogue explores the complex nature of leadership and the
importance of duty, while also hinting at the personal sacrifices involved. Adolin’s
internal conflict about his potential kingship and Azure’s perspective on duty and
enjoyment deepen the exploration of leadership’s moral and emotional dimensions,
leaving the reader contemplating the true meaning of responsibility.


