
57. Passion

The chapter explores a tense confrontation between Dalinar and Odium, a powerful
and ancient entity embodying passion and emotion. Odium’s presence is
overwhelming, and his words reveal a complex understanding of the nature of
emotions, bonds, and the destructive potential of passion. He advocates that emotion
is the core of humanity, contrasting himself with other divine figures like Honor and
Cultivation, who prioritize bonds and growth respectively. Odium’s perspective
suggests that passion, though often leading to chaos and loss, also fuels greatness and
the human spirit. The chapter emphasizes the duality of passion as both a source of
strength and a catalyst for destruction.

Dalinar’s reaction to Odium’s presence reflects his internal conflict and
unpreparedness for the revelations he faces. Odium’s calm demeanor and paternal
tone mask his true nature as a force of chaos and destruction. The dialogue reveals
Odium’s belief that he embodies the true essence of emotion, and that his influence is
vital to understanding human nature. Odium hints at the destructive consequences of
releasing him, including the death of Cultivation and upheaval across Roshar. Dalinar’s
discomfort underscores his struggle to comprehend and confront the profound
implications of Odium’s ideology and power.

The conversation delves into the divine relationships among the gods—Odium, Honor,
and Cultivation—and their differing philosophies. Odium claims to be misunderstood,
asserting that he represents passion in its purest form, which he believes is essential
for vitality and progress. He criticizes Honor’s focus on bonds and Cultivation’s
emphasis on transformation, positioning himself as the true embodiment of emotion.
Odium’s words suggest that the divine conflicts on Roshar are rooted in contrasting
visions of what drives and sustains life, with Odium asserting his role as a necessary, if
tumultuous, force.



In the closing moments, Dalinar challenges Odium to a duel, symbolizing his rejection
of Odium’s nihilistic view and his desire to protect Roshar from chaos. Odium’s parting
words imply that he has robbed Dalinar of memories and that his influence is deeper
than it appears. The chapter ends with a sense of unresolved tension, as Dalinar
considers the stakes involved in confronting Odium’s passion-driven chaos. This
confrontation underscores the ongoing struggle between order and emotion,
highlighting the core themes of passion’s power and peril in shaping the fate of
Roshar.


