
83. Crimson to Break

The chapter opens with a ceremonial reflection on the responsibility of guarding the
precious gemstone, Honor’s Drop, emphasizing the weight of their duty as the
Elsecallers. This sets a tone of solemnity and duty, contrasting the mystical
significance of the gems with the serious burden carried by those tasked with their
protection. The narrative then shifts to Adolin Kholin, who prepares himself physically
and mentally for an impending battle. His morning routine reveals his inner tension
and sense of foreboding, as he questions his worth and the traditions he no longer
feels connected to, finding solace in the presence of his Shardblade, which symbolizes
both his past and his resolve.

Adolin’s introspection deepens as he reflects on his identity and the significance of the
weapon he wields. He speaks to the Blade as if it were a living entity, expressing
gratitude and a desire to use his power for good. This moment underscores his internal
struggle—balancing personal guilt, the trauma of past actions, and his sense of duty.
Clad in his Kholin uniform, he walks with a newfound confidence, even as doubts linger
about his worthiness. His connection to his family’s legacy and the symbolism of his
armor reflect his attempt to reconcile his past with his present responsibilities amidst
the chaos approaching the city.

The scene shifts to political and military developments within the palace, where
Elhokar and Highmarshal Azure discuss the imminent threat of the Voidbringer army.
The narrative details the strategic situation, revealing that the city’s defenses are
compromised but that plans are actively underway to confront the invasion. The
characters prepare for a daring assault on the palace itself, with key figures like
Shallan, Kaladin, and Adolin mapping out their tactical approach. The tension mounts
as they acknowledge the dangers posed by the enemy and the uncertainties of their
plan, emphasizing the gravity of their mission and the resilience required to face the



coming chaos.

As the attack begins, the focus turns to the collective effort of the defenders and
Radiants. Azure’s soldiers are already engaged in a desperate fight on the city walls,
highlighting the dire circumstances. The chapter culminates with the decision to march
on the palace, despite the risks, to turn the tide of the battle. The signal of the city’s
attack underscores the urgency, prompting the assembled forces to mobilize swiftly.
This final scene captures the unity and determination of the characters as they face
overwhelming odds, underscoring themes of sacrifice, leadership, and hope in the face
of impending destruction.


