
47. So Much Is Lost

The chapter opens with a reflection on the importance of approaching the right
individuals with crucial information, hinting at the significance of strategic
communication. It then shifts focus to a prophetic message from Talenel’Elin, Herald of
War, who warns of an impending period of upheaval called the Desolation and the
Return. Talenel emphasizes the necessity of preparation, recalling lost knowledge and
skills, such as metalworking and leadership, which must be relearned to face the
coming challenges. His words reveal a sense of urgency and a hope that, through
training and cooperation, humanity can survive the chaos ahead, despite the
overwhelming odds.

The scene then transitions to Jasnah, who is deeply disturbed by a series of cryptic,
obsessive writings from a madman claiming to be Talenel’Elin. She recognizes the
words as the true voice of a Herald, confirming suspicions that the Heralds are still
active and that one remains fallen and dangerous. Jasnah’s concern drives her to
consider the necessity of tracking down this Herald, believing that their presence and
influence could be pivotal in the ongoing conflict. Ivory, a spren in corporeal form,
corroborates her suspicions, asserting that the Heralds are indeed alive and that their
souls can be detected even when hidden from sight.

The narrative then explores Jasnah’s meticulous efforts to gather intelligence,
including her secure, secretive environment and the extensive use of spanreeds and
encrypted notes. She reflects on the vast loss of knowledge and her frustration at how
quickly her research has been compromised or rendered obsolete. Despite the
technological and magical tools at her disposal, she recognizes that much of her
accumulated expertise is now outdated or lost. Both Jasnah and Ivory acknowledge the
gravity of the situation, emphasizing the need for swift action to recover what has
been lost and to confront the enemy who stirs with destructive intent.



In the final section, Jasnah contemplates the psychological toll of her investigations
and the potential madness of the Heralds, who have endured centuries of suffering
and memory loss. Their mental stability and the fear of losing her own rationality
weigh heavily on her. She reflects on her own vulnerabilities, contrasting her desire for
control with the Heralds’ potential descent into chaos. Ivory and Jasnah discuss the
fragile line between sanity and madness, highlighting the profound psychological scars
inflicted by the long history of war and loss. The chapter closes with a somber
recognition of the enduring cost of their struggles, both mental and physical, as they
prepare for the battles ahead.


