
31. Demands of the Storm

The chapter begins with a reflection on hope and foolishness, quoting from
*Oathbringer*, setting a tone of resilience amidst chaos. It then follows Kaladin’s
journey from his childhood dreams of joining the military to his current reality, where
he observes the stark differences between his expectations and the actual state of the
world. His experiences in various warcamps and the city of Revolar reveal a landscape
that is chaotic and unorganized, contrasting sharply with his idealized notions of cities.
The city’s sprawling, haphazard layout underscores the unpredictability and disorder
that define the current environment, emphasizing the contrast between perception
and reality.

As Kaladin and his team of parshmen enter Revolar, he notes the stark differences in
their appearance and equipment compared to the city’s other inhabitants. Kaladin’s
pride in teaching the parshmen survival skills highlights his sense of purpose and hope
amid turmoil. The city teems with life—markets, workers, and various crowds—yet
beneath this vibrancy, signs of violence and looting suggest recent conflict and
instability. Kaladin’s observations hint at the aftermath of a battle or invasion, with
broken windows and signs of forced entry, indicating that the city has recently been
conquered or ravaged.

The narrative then shifts to the deeper political and moral questions surrounding the
city’s occupation. Kaladin’s concern about the fate of the humans and the parshmen
grows as he witnesses the aftermath of violence. Dialogue with Sah reveals differing
perspectives on the conflict—Sah’s desire to prevent further oppression and Kaladin’s
moral dilemma about the true nature of justice. Syl’s presence and her observations
about the highstorm approaching add a sense of urgency, emphasizing the impending
natural danger that could further complicate the situation. The chapter explores
themes of oppression, justice, and the possibility of unity beyond racial divides.



Finally, the chapter depicts the process of integration and the complex interactions
between parshmen and humans. Kaladin’s group encounters a processing station
where parshmen are being sorted and assigned roles, illustrating the ongoing efforts
to organize the displaced and newly freed. The dialogue about the parshman who
wishes to fight alongside humans underscores the nuanced relationships forming amid
chaos. The mention of Fused and the need for permission to declare someone free
introduces the layered political structure and the uncertain future for both races.
Overall, the chapter captures a moment of transition, tension, and the search for hope
amid destruction.


