15. Brightness Radiant

The chapter opens with a stark declaration of honesty from a character reflecting on
their actions and the costs associated with them, setting a tone of raw truthfulness.
The narrative then shifts to a discussion between Shallan and Adolin, who analyze
recent murders within a tower, noting similarities in the method and positioning of the
victims, Brightlord Perel and Sadeas. They contemplate whether these killings are
connected or coincidental, considering the motives and backgrounds of the victims,
while the setting emphasizes the ongoing investigation and the darkness settling
outside. Pattern’s presence and the use of spheres for light add to the mysterious,

tense atmosphere.

Shallan considers the implications of the murders, pondering whether the victims’
prominence influenced their attention and whether lesser-known individuals might also
be victims of unexamined violence. She debates the possibility of multiple
perpetrators, each acting independently or collaboratively, and questions whether the
murders are random or orchestrated. Her analytical mind weighs the evidence,
recognizing that high-profile deaths are rarely coincidental, yet struggles to find
conclusive proof. She recognizes that the murders might be part of a larger, more

complex pattern that she needs to uncover.

As the conversation shifts, Adolin introduces a personal concern: he hints at a deeper
issue regarding Shallan’s mysterious abilities and her possession of a Shardblade. She
reveals her secret—she has a Shardblade, which she feels conflicted about, given her
traumatic past involving her parents' deaths. Adolin’s excitement about her newfound
power contrasts with her internal turmoil, highlighting her emotional struggle. Their
dialogue reveals underlying tensions about identity, secrecy, and the significance of
her abilities, emphasizing the broader theme of hidden truths beneath surface

appearances.



The chapter concludes with a poignant exchange about gender roles and expectations.
Adolin encourages Shallan to learn how to wield her Blade, dismissing traditional
notions of femininity, and urging her to embrace her power confidently. Shallan’s
internal conflict intensifies as she contemplates her past actions and the weight of her
secret—her killing of her parents. The scene ends with Adolin’s attempt to normalize
her possession of the Blade, illustrating his desire to support her despite societal
prejudices. Her internal resistance and the looming threat of her concealed truths

underscore the chapter’s exploration of identity, power, and concealment.
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