
52. After His Father

Dalinar Kholin reflects on his extensive military campaigns, recounting years of hard-
fought battles across the land. After crushing the Herdazians and securing key
territories, he moves southward to confront the Vedens, emphasizing the strategic
importance of patience and maneuvering over outright extermination. His fatigue and
weariness are palpable as he returns to his camp, stripped of his armor and exhausted
from the relentless campaign. Despite the physical toll, Dalinar’s focus remains on the
broader military objectives, contemplating the ongoing war effort, logistics, and the
complexities of fighting a mobile enemy in challenging terrain.

The chapter delves into Dalinar’s leadership style and strategic mindset, highlighting
his careful planning and respect for the enemy’s tactics. His conversation with Kadash,
a seasoned officer, reveals the importance of avoiding overly aggressive tactics that
could backfire. Dalinar’s experience and shrewdness are evident as he considers the
long-term implications of their victories, acknowledging that the war will continue for
years. His awareness of the enemy’s shrewdness and the limitations of their resources
underscores his cautious yet determined approach to warfare, emphasizing the
importance of patience, intelligence, and strategic patience.

Amidst the chaos of war, Dalinar’s personal life intrudes on his thoughts. His
exhaustion is interrupted by the arrival of Evi, his wife, whose presence surprises him
and sparks a mixture of irritation and shame. Their interaction underscores the tension
between his responsibilities as a military leader and his domestic life. Evi’s unexpected
visit and her comments about women at war reflect societal expectations and the
strain of maintaining personal relationships amidst ongoing conflict. Dalinar’s reaction
reveals his internal conflict—his duty to his soldiers and land versus his desire for
privacy and normalcy in his personal life.



The chapter concludes with Dalinar’s internal struggle to balance leadership, war, and
personal obligations. His response to Evi’s visit shows his frustration with the intrusion
into his military environment, yet he also recognizes the importance of family and
connection. The scene emphasizes the toll of leadership and the constant pressure to
perform both as a warrior and a husband. Despite the exhaustion and challenges,
Dalinar’s resolve remains firm, driven by the thrill of battle and the hope of a future
victory. The chapter ends on a note of introspection, highlighting the complex interplay
between duty, honor, and personal life in times of war.


