
Chapter 25: The Deal

Chapter 25: The Deal begins in Philadelphia at the Blitz Theater, where Marvin
Skrupskelis, a middle-aged Jewish man dressed in overalls, arrives with no
appointment, seeking out Mr. Isaac Moskovitz. The encounter begins with a mistaken
impression, as a blonde secretary wrongly assumes Marvin is part of a union. When
Moskovitz finally meets Marvin, their interaction reveals a relationship that is both
tense and functional, marked by a sense of familiarity and underlying tension. The way
they communicate suggests a history of mutual understanding, though their
conversation is still transactional and filled with unspoken weight.

As Isaac drives Marvin through Broad Street in his heavy Packard, their banter
continues, with Marvin’s demeanor remaining audacious and brash. He jokes about
Romanian theater owners and their peculiar, sometimes limited knowledge of their
own industry, while Isaac maintains a more reserved and pragmatic tone. The contrast
between Marvin's casual, almost dismissive approach and Isaac's serious, measured
responses sets the tone for their relationship. The discussion gradually shifts to
community politics, where Marvin expresses concerns about Moshe, Isaac’s cousin.
These concerns hint at deeper issues within their shared cultural context, drawing
attention to the complex dynamics at play within their community and their familial
ties.

The conversation deepens as Marvin brings up Gus Plitzka, a powerful figure from
Pottstown who wields significant influence over local governance. Gus, according to
Marvin, is involved in various shady dealings, which Marvin believes could make him
vulnerable. Specifically, Marvin points out that Gus has questionable access to the
local water supply, a fact that Marvin sees as a potential leverage point. This
development introduces the idea of power struggles within their community, with
Marvin looking to use this information as a bargaining chip. His remarks suggest that,



within the intricate web of local politics, justice and survival for their community
depend on understanding these weaknesses and exploiting them.

Isaac, however, is not as enthusiastic about direct confrontation. He expresses caution,
acknowledging the complicated relationships that exist within their community and the
potential risks of involving outside authorities. Isaac values quiet negotiation over
outright conflict, preferring to navigate these murky waters with subtlety. Despite
Marvin’s insistence, Isaac remains skeptical of the idea that direct action would lead to
a successful outcome. This exchange highlights the differing worldviews of the two
men: while Marvin is more aggressive in his pursuit of solutions, Isaac is far more
reserved, believing that the intricacies of community ties require a more delicate
approach. Their back-and-forth underscores a deeper tension about how best to serve
the needs of their community and their own personal survival.

Marvin’s request for Isaac’s help seems, at first, to be a straightforward one, but
Isaac’s reluctance speaks volumes about their respective approaches to loyalty and
survival. Isaac’s acknowledgment of the complexity of their ties hints at a shared
history of struggle and adaptation within their cultural context. This history is one of
survival, with family ties and personal principles often clashing in difficult, high-stakes
situations. Isaac’s hesitance to act directly may also stem from a long-standing
wariness of confrontation that has been ingrained over the years.

The chapter culminates in a pivotal request from Isaac to Marvin, asking for two union
men to assist in a covert operation. The operation, involving the release of a child from
the Pennhurst institution, requires careful maneuvering and the delicate balancing of
power within their community. The request carries a sense of urgency, as it highlights
the lengths to which these men will go to help their own. Despite the underlying
tension, there is an unspoken bond between Isaac and Marvin, rooted in their shared
cultural background and a history of facing similar struggles. Their understanding of
one another’s motivations, despite their differences in approach, reveals the essence
of their negotiation: balancing principles with practicality in a complex, often
dangerous environment. Their dialogue concludes with an implicit understanding that



both men must navigate their world carefully, respecting the intricacies of their
community, yet also acknowledging deeper, unresolved tensions related to their pasts,
family, and identity. This chapter encapsulates the delicate dance of survival, loyalty,
and the moral complexities that underpin their relationship.


