
98. Loopholes

The chapter opens with a reflection on the behavior of spren and their perceived
personalities, highlighting how some, like Sja-anat, are viewed as individuals, whereas
others are seen as forces. This distinction underscores the mysterious nature of spren
and their influence within the world, setting a tone of curiosity and uncertainty about
these entities. Lore suggests that leaving a city might be necessary if spren behavior
becomes strange, hinting at underlying tensions or disturbances that could threaten
the social or spiritual fabric of the setting. This introduction establishes the theme of
unseen influences and the importance of understanding spren as part of the larger
mythos.

Szeth of Shinovar is introduced as he departs a Skybreaker fortress alongside other
squires, preparing for a training exercise on the Purelake. The scene depicts a peculiar
setup involving poles embedded in the lakebed, each topped with colored powder
bags. The exercise is designed as a martial test, emphasizing discipline and
adaptability in the face of potential threats like the Desolation. The instructor, Master
Warren, explains the rules of the game—throwing powders at opponents within a
designated area—creating a competitive environment that challenges the squires’
agility and strategic thinking. This training exercise serves as a metaphor for readiness
and the importance of martial competence in uncertain times.

Szeth’s participation in the game reveals his adeptness with Stormlight and Lashings,
showcasing his skill and comfort in the air. Unlike the others, Szeth relishes the
challenge, enjoying the freedom of flight and the precision of his maneuvers. His
interaction with his sword underscores his internal conflict—while he finds joy in the
physical challenge, he remains haunted by the violence and destruction he has caused
in his past. The chapter explores Szeth’s complex character, torn between moments of
exhilaration and guilt, illustrating his struggle to reconcile his abilities with his moral



and emotional burdens.

As the contest progresses, Szeth faces increasing difficulty as more experienced
squires coordinate their attacks, forcing him to rely on strategic Lashing and quick
reflexes. His Stormlight reserves dwindle as he attempts to outlast the sunset and the
other competitors, emphasizing the physical and mental toll of such combat. Despite
his skills, Szeth is reminded of his limitations and the reality that his existence is
driven by necessity rather than joy. The chapter concludes with Szeth’s determination
to endure, understanding that his survival is a pragmatic goal amid the chaos, and that
every action is shaped by his troubled past and uncertain future.


