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The chapter begins with a reflection on the mythic significance of the Unmade,
highlighting the number nine as an ominous and enemy-associated figure, contrasting
with the eight known ones. This sets a tone of underlying mystery and danger that
permeates the story. The narrative then shifts to Dalinar’s arrival in Thaylen City,
where he encounters Meridas Amaram—a figure embodying military discipline and
political complexity. Their interaction reveals tensions rooted in past deeds and
current ambitions, as Amaram reports on the city’s reconstruction efforts and
emphasizes the importance of rebuilding trust with the Thaylen people, even as
underlying discord simmers beneath the surface.

Dalinar’s conversation with Amaram underscores political and military tensions in
Roshar. Amaram’s pride in the city’s rebuilding efforts is palpable, but his remarks
reveal lingering frustrations and a desire for recognition and authority. Dalinar,
meanwhile, remains cautious, aware of Amaram’s ambitions and the delicate balance
of alliances. The dialogue also hints at deeper conflicts, such as the strained relations
between Kholin troops and the local populace, and the unspoken distrust surrounding
Amaram’s past. Dalinar's restraint in response to Amaram’s overtures emphasizes the
ongoing struggle to maintain unity amid competing loyalties and the threat of internal
discord.

The scene shifts to a more personal tone as Dalinar interacts with his men, who are
eager to engage in minor acts of rebellion, like joking about stabbing Amaram.
Dalinar’s leadership is exemplified through his discipline and camaraderie, as he
prepares for an upcoming strategic meeting. His interactions with Jasnah, Navani, and
Renarin show a moment of respite and reflection amid the chaos of war preparations.
The narrative explores Dalinar’s leadership style, emphasizing his focus on punctuality,
order, and the importance of unity. The scene also introduces the logistical challenges



of war, as Dalinar’s group prepares to meet and strategize for the coming conflict.

The chapter concludes with a glimpse into the broader geopolitical landscape, as
Thaylen merchants arrive, bringing news of economic instability and logistical
difficulties. The collapse of banking and the withdrawal of merchants threaten the
financial stability of the cities, complicating war efforts and resource management.
Jasnah’s analysis highlights the fragile state of Roshar’s economy, emphasizing how
political and economic instability could influence military strategies and alliances.
Dalinar’s concern about the merchants’ departure underscores the interconnectedness
of commerce and warfare, illustrating the broader challenges faced by the kingdoms in
maintaining stability during a time of escalating conflict.


