28. Another Option

The chapter opens with a candid reflection on human nature, as the narrator admits to
being labeled a monster and acknowledges the fears that many of us harbor about the
potential for darkness within. This introspective preface sets a tone of vulnerability and
self-awareness, suggesting that the true monster may be not an external force but an
aspect of human capacity for both good and evil. This acknowledgment frames the
broader themes of moral ambiguity and inner conflict that permeate the story,
emphasizing that even those who seek righteousness can harbor fears and flaws,

making the struggle for virtue complex and ongoing.

The narrative then shifts to a political and strategic context, where Dalinar Kholin faces
a setback as Azir's decision to seal off the Oathgate signifies a major diplomatic
failure. The rejection from Azir underscores the fragile nature of alliances and the
delicate balance of power in this world. Despite the disappointment, Dalinar remains
resolute, focusing on forging alliances with other nations like Thaylenah and
Kharbranth. His strategic efforts aim to unite the Eastern states into a coalition, hoping
to create enough strength to influence Western nations later. The chapter highlights
the importance of diplomacy, persistence, and adaptability in the face of diplomatic

rejection.

Amidst the political turmoil, the story explores the mysterious underground tunnels
within Urithiru, which are filled with strange phenomena and potential dangers.
Dalinar’s curiosity about these tunnels, especially the strange hole at the ceiling, hints
at hidden threats lurking beneath the surface of the city. His attempt to investigate
using Stormlight demonstrates both his resourcefulness and the uncertainty of what
lies within the tunnels. The presence of a creature like a mink and the circulating air
suggest complex, possibly supernatural or fabrial-related, mechanisms at work. This

subplot adds a layer of intrigue and foreshadows potential threats that could challenge



the city’s stability.

The chapter concludes with Dalinar receiving a tense and final communication from
Queen Fen of Thaylenah, who firmly rejects his overtures for alliance. Her stark refusal
and the tone of finality reveal the deep-rooted mistrust and political complexities that
hinder unity. Dalinar’s frustration and sense of helplessness are palpable as he reflects
on the barriers to diplomacy and the personal toll of leadership. His internal struggle is
compounded by the realization that in this fractured world, alliances are fragile, and
the path forward remains uncertain. The chapter ends with Dalinar retreating into the

corridors, contemplating his nemeoveHﬂa [naalw‘y)ﬂychaos and the weight of

leadership.



