95. Inescapable Void

The chapter begins by referencing Yelig-nar’s formidable powers, possibly embodying
the combined strength of all Surges, with legends suggesting that ingesting gemstones
could activate his transformative abilities against Voidbringers. This mythological
detail sets a tone of ancient, mystical power intertwined with the ongoing struggle
against the Void and its agents. Such legends highlight the significance of Surges in
shaping the lore and the dangerous potential they hold, emphasizing the peril faced by
those who wield or encounter such forces. This backdrop underscores the chapter’s
exploration of power, myth, and the darkness lurking within and beyond the physical

realm.

Kaladin and his companions traverse Shadesmar, the spiritual realm, grappling with
internal turmoil and the mounting pressure of their mission. Kaladin’s internal conflict
manifests as frustration and a sense of helplessness, compounded by the oppressive
presence of angry spren and the dangerous entities they encounter. The group’s
journey along the narrow landmass over the bead ocean symbolizes their fragile
progress through a landscape filled with threats and uncertainty. Their physical and
emotional struggles reflect the broader theme of navigating a perilous world where
emotions and fears threaten to overwhelm them, illustrating the psychological toll of

their quest.

The chapter delves into the characters’ emotional states, especially Kaladin’s, who is
haunted by memories of Kholinar and the feeling of abandoning his people. As they
face the terrifying angerspren and the dark, endless landscape, Kaladin’s inner
darkness intensifies, revealing his fears of failure and despair. The narrative
emphasizes how darkness—both literal and metaphorical—feeds on pain, loss, and
doubt, threatening to consume him entirely. Despite moments of hope and

determination, Kaladin’s struggle with his inner demons highlights the pervasive



presence of despair and the ongoing battle to maintain hope amid overwhelming

darkness.

In the concluding sections, the group’s physical journey continues through the bleak,
seemingly infinite peninsula, with the landscape reflecting their inner turmoil. They
camp and resume travel, with Kaladin’s internal thoughts shifting toward survival and
remembrance of the fallen. The landscape’s strange, vibrant plants and the eternal
darkness above evoke a dreamlike, otherworldly atmosphere that mirrors Kaladin’s
mental state. The chaptér endswith a sense of ongoing struggle, emphasizing the

importance of perseverance andi the fraummrhé%ing safety, even as the

darkness remains all-encempassing and relentless.



