
33. A Lecture

The chapter begins with an exchange of correspondence, revealing that Jasnah Kholin
is alive, a fact that profoundly impacts Shallan. This news shifts her emotional state,
bringing a mix of relief and urgency. Despite her recent trauma and the chaos
surrounding her, she is consumed with questions about Jasnah’s survival and her
mysterious absence. Shallan reflects on her own ordeal with the Unmade, noting her
attempt to understand and analyze her experiences through her sketches. The chapter
emphasizes the importance of Jasnah’s return, which signifies a turning point, altering
the course of her investigations and her understanding of the unfolding events.

As Shallan seeks out Jasnah in Urithiru, her feelings are conflicted—she is both eager
and anxious to see her. The narrative details her journey through the tower, describing
the atmosphere and her internal struggles. She notices the change in her own
emotional state, feeling a sense of liberation from fear and wrongness that had
haunted her. Her cautious approach underscores her admiration and insecurity toward
Jasnah, highlighting the complex dynamics of their relationship. The chapter also hints
at the tower’s mysterious and oppressive aura, which dissipates once the source of
darkness is confronted, symbolizing her growing confidence.

Upon finding Jasnah, Shallan observes her in her element—confident, composed, and
strikingly beautiful. The scene captures Jasnah’s physical and intellectual strength,
emphasizing her resilience after her apparent ordeal. Their interaction reveals Jasnah’s
scientific curiosity about the unusual phenomena and her interest in the ancient
technology behind the magical artifacts, such as fabrials and Shardblades. Jasnah’s
explanations about spren and fabrial creation deepen the reader’s understanding of
the lore, and her pragmatic, yet somewhat dramatic, manner of discourse underscores
her character’s brilliance and flair. This moment also underscores the contrast
between Jasnah’s composed exterior and the dangerous situations she endures.



The chapter concludes with Jasnah’s instructive attitude toward Shallan, urging her to
document her observations and sketches accurately. Their exchange reveals
underlying tensions—Shallan’s initial sense of subservience clashes with her desire for
independence. Jasnah’s apology for past mistakes and her recognition of Shallan’s
progress serve as a catalyst for the younger woman’s growth. The narrative ends on a
note of mutual respect, with Jasnah’s leadership and wisdom inspiring Shallan. The
chapter portrays a pivotal moment of revelation, intellectual curiosity, and the
strengthening of their bond amid the larger mysteries of their world.


