
63. Within the Mirror

The chapter opens with Veil returning to a tower, where she observes a shift from
noble knights to squabbling children, symbolizing her disdain for the place. She plans
to explore the hidden undersea caverns of Aimia and retrieve her maps from Akinah,
hinting at her ongoing quest and the importance of discovery. This sets a tone of
dissatisfaction with her environment, emphasizing her desire for adventure and the
pursuit of knowledge beyond the confines of her current surroundings. Her return
marks a moment of reflection on her motivations and the contrast between her inner
world and the chaos around her.

Veil’s enjoyment of being in Kholinar, despite its feral aspects, reveals her complex
relationship with urban environments. She perceives cities as precarious, living on the
brink of collapse, with an undercurrent of contained chaos stemming from the dense
mingling of cultures, ideas, and tensions. She senses the palpable tension in the city’s
atmosphere, which she finds invigorating. Her observations highlight her appreciation
for the city’s vibrancy and the underlying instability that keeps it alive, contrasting it
with the calmer, more harmonious life in rural or less populated areas.

As she navigates the city, Veil employs her Stormlight to disguise herself, shifting her
appearance from Shallan to Veil. She observes the city’s lively markets, parks, and the
impoverished districts, noting the stark disparities. The city’s architecture and street
life reveal both wealth and decay, with ransacked mansions and refugees juxtaposed
against the opulence of the palace district. Her keen eye notices the signs of unrest,
such as the lack of basic labor and the presence of groups like cultists, indicating
societal upheaval. Her cautious approach underscores the danger and unpredictability
of her environment.

Approaching the palace, Veil senses an ominous atmosphere, with the wealthy districts
feeling disturbingly wrong. She observes soldiers with unsettling movements and a



strange aura, hinting at underlying corruption or infiltration. Using her Stormlight to
adopt the guise of Lyn, she explores a nearby park and prepares herself for her next
step: investigating the Oathgate. Her strategic disguise and careful observation reflect
her intent to gather intelligence discreetly, emphasizing her role as a covert observer
amid the chaos and her focus on uncovering critical secrets hidden within the city’s
fortified structures.


