
91. Why He Froze

The chapter explores the nature of the Unmade, emphasizing that they are
fundamentally spren—manifestations of concepts or divine forces rather than
individual beings. This perspective frames them as symbols of larger ideas, which
influences how characters perceive and interpret their presence and actions. The
author underscores the complexity of these entities, suggesting that understanding
them requires acknowledging their divine or conceptual origins, rather than viewing
them solely as personal or malicious spirits. This insight sets the tone for a broader
discussion on the interplay between divine forces and the characters’ struggles within
their world.

Kaladin’s memories and current situation highlight his internal conflict and emotional
struggles. As he cleans crem on the bunker floor, he is reminded of his past
experiences in Amaram’s army and his relationship with his family, especially his
brother Tien. His thoughts reveal a deep sense of frustration and helplessness,
compounded by the harsh discipline he faces and his desire to be with his brother.
Kaladin’s internal dialogue shows his yearning for connection and his fear of losing his
familial bonds amidst the chaos and brutality of war, emphasizing his vulnerability and
the emotional toll of his circumstances.

The interaction between Kaladin and Sergeant Tukks offers insight into the
psychological challenges faced by soldiers. Tukks reassures Kaladin that freezing in
battle is a common experience, framing it as a natural part of training rather than
punishment. Their conversation delves into the moral dilemmas of war, with Tukks
explaining that hurting others is sometimes necessary but still morally complex.
Kaladin’s confession that his fear is not of injury but of causing harm to others reveals
his moral conflict and empathy, illustrating the emotional struggles soldiers endure
when faced with violence and the necessity of killing in warfare.



The chapter concludes with Kaladin’s introspection and the revelation of his true fear:
not that he could hurt someone, but that he might be capable of killing if needed. This
realization terrifies him, highlighting the moral and emotional boundaries he fears
crossing. Tukks’s advice to focus on his squad and their survival resonates with
Kaladin’s emerging sense of responsibility. The narrative underscores the importance
of camaraderie and moral integrity in a brutal world, as Kaladin suppresses his fears
and begins to accept his role within the military, even as his internal conflict remains
unresolved. The chapter ends with a glimpse into the surreal realm of Shadesmar,
hinting at ongoing spiritual and metaphysical themes.


