
54. An Ancient Singer’s Name

The chapter begins with a reflection on divine omniscience, where the narrator
considers whether a deity could be truly surprised, ultimately accepting that even gods
can experience naivety or surprise. This philosophical musing sets a tone of
introspection and vulnerability, contrasting divine omnipotence with human
limitations. The narrative then shifts to the harsh realities faced by the characters,
particularly Khen and Sah, who express their frustration over their continued
enslavement—first under the Alethi and now under the Fused—highlighting the cyclical
nature of oppression and the characters’ deepening sense of despair. Their dialogue
reveals their feelings of betrayal and helplessness in a brutal war-torn world.

The story transitions to Moash’s perspective as he observes the preparation for an
imminent battle. The scene depicts soldiers and workers, including parshmen and
Fused, engaged in constructing ladders and training, emphasizing the militarized
environment and the urgency of the conflict. Moash’s internal thoughts reveal his
disillusionment with the ongoing violence and the sense that the army’s organization is
driven by necessity rather than strategy. The narrative underscores the brutal logic of
war, where the most expendable are sent to face the enemy first, and the characters
grapple with the grim reality of their roles in the impending assault on Kholinar.

Amidst the chaos, personal grievances and suspicions surface, notably Khen’s
accusations of betrayal and the sense that they have been deliberately set up for
slaughter. Sah’s emotional outburst about his daughter’s loss deepens the chapter’s
exploration of grief and rage, illustrating how personal pain intertwines with the larger
war effort. The characters’ conversations reveal their feelings of powerlessness and
their questioning of divine justice, emphasizing themes of suffering and the search for
meaning amid chaos. The chapter captures the psychological toll of war, where hope is
fragile and questions about divine will remain unanswered.



Towards the end, Moash’s pursuit of authority leads him into dangerous encounters
with the Fused and other void entities. His confrontation with a malen and subsequent
arrest by Lady Leshwi illustrate the perilous nature of his quest for information and
control. The chapter concludes with Moash being lifted into the air by a Fused,
highlighting the overwhelming power disparity and the looming threat posed by the
Voidbringers. This sequence underscores the pervasive danger and the complex,
layered conflict that defines this chapter, leaving the reader with a sense of foreboding
and the high stakes of the ongoing war.


