
38. Broken People

The chapter opens with a reflection on human limitations and the notion that even
skilled individuals are vulnerable. A quote underscores this theme, suggesting that
true potential is often hindered by personal choices. Dalinar, the protagonist, finds
himself immersed in a vision, which initially he perceives as a nightmare but later
seeks to understand more deeply. The narrative then shifts to a vivid depiction of his
past, where he is transported to a brutal battlefield setting. Here, Dalinar is dressed in
primitive clothing, fighting alongside ragged soldiers against a seemingly
insurmountable enemy force, emphasizing themes of struggle, resilience, and the
relentless nature of war.

The detailed combat sequence reveals Dalinar’s strategic and physical challenges.
Armed with a spear and a pouch of gemstones, he confronts enemies with ferocity,
showcasing his combat skills. However, the chaos of battle quickly exposes his
vulnerabilities—his allies do not support him, and the enemies fight with unyielding
brutality. During the fight, Dalinar sustains a severe injury, losing his forearm in a
sudden, brutal blow. This moment is pivotal, forcing him to confront his mortality and
the harsh realities of battle, while also highlighting his determination to survive despite
overwhelming odds.

The narrative then explores Dalinar’s internal struggle and his connection with the
Stormfather, a divine figure. Despite the pain and the loss, Dalinar contemplates
healing himself with Stormlight, but he resists, feeling it would be cheating since he
has not made an oath to do so. His resilience is rooted in a sense of purpose—he
believes his enemies made a mistake by turning their backs on him, and this fuels his
resolve. His decision to continue fighting, even with a missing arm, underscores a core
theme of perseverance and defiance against despair.



In the final moments, Dalinar’s leadership shines through as he urges his battered
squad to retreat down the cliff to avoid annihilation. He demonstrates tactical
awareness by directing them to safety, even risking his own life in the process. As they
descend, the scene emphasizes the bleakness of their situation—their bloodied,
exhausted state contrasted with the ominous presence of their enemies and a
monstrous figure observing from above. Dalinar’s declaration that they will win the
war, despite the apparent hopelessness, encapsulates the chapter’s overarching
message of hope, resilience, and the unyielding human spirit amid chaos and
destruction.


