105. Spirit, Mind, and Body

The chapter opens with a somber scene six years prior, at Gavilar’s funeral in the royal
catacombs of Kholinar. Dalinar Kholin stands among a select few witnesses, reflecting
on the significance of death and the separation of spirit, mind, and body. The ardent’s
speech emphasizes the divine purpose of Gavilar’s life and death, framing it within the
ongoing spiritual war against the Voidbringers. Dalinar’'s inner turmoil surfaces as he
grapples with grief, anger, and a sense of inadequacy, feeling the weight of his failure
to protect his brother. The scene sets a tone of reverence intertwined with personal

loss and the spiritual duties that define their society.

Throughout the chapter, there is a focus on the religious and philosophical views
surrounding death and the afterlife, particularly the concept that the spirit returns to
the divine, the body is reused, and the mind is rewarded in the Tranquiline Halls. The
ardents’ ritualistic speeches and burning of poetic keteks reinforce the importance of
divine service and adherence to the Codes. Dalinar’s internal conflict is heightened by
these teachings, as he questions whether victory in the war against the Voidbringers
will bring true peace or merely another conquest. His doubts contrast with the outward
displays of faith and duty, illustrating the tension between personal grief and societal

expectations.

Dalinar’s personal struggles are intertwined with the political and familial dynamics of
the Kholin family. His efforts to control his vices, especially alcohol, reflect his desire to
be a better leader and father. Yet, memories of his drunkenness and failures,
especially during Gavilar’s final days, haunt him. His frustration with himself and the
loss of Gavilar’s vision deepen his sense of inadequacy. The chapter explores his
complex character—his sense of responsibility, love for his family, and the burden of
leadership. These inner conflicts underpin his motivations and foreshadow future

struggles.



The chapter concludes with a vivid depiction of Gavilar’'s transformation into a
mortuary statue by a Soulcaster, symbolizing the permanence of memory and the
idealization of leadership. The detailed process of the resurrection and the display of
Gavilar’s frozen form evoke themes of legacy, the desire for vengeance, and the power
of memory. Young Elhokar’s whispered vow for vengeance underscores the ongoing
cycle of grief and the relentless pursuit of justice. Overall, the chapter blends themes
of death, faith, duty, and personal remorse, setting the stage for Dalinar’s internal and

external conflicts in the narrative.
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