
108. Honor’s Path

The chapter begins with a discussion of Chemoarish, the Dustmother, highlighting the
complex and often contradictory lore surrounding her. The narrator dismisses rumors
that associate her with the Nightwatcher, emphasizing the difficulty in discerning truth
from myth. This sets a tone of uncertainty and layered mythic history, illustrating how
legends can be muddled and how understanding divine or mystical figures requires
careful interpretation. The mention from Hessi’s "Mythica" underscores the importance
of questioning accepted stories and recognizing the diversity of interpretations that
surround powerful entities in their mythic tradition.

The scene shifts to Shallan and Kaladin aboard the honorspren ship, the *Honor’s
Path*. They observe their surroundings, noting the vessel’s impressive design, which
resembles a warship with multiple decks and mandras rigging. Their initial
confinement in the hold reflects the honorspren’s strict control, with only a brief
moment of freedom granted on deck, though Syl remains imprisoned. This
confinement highlights the tensions between humans and honorspren, as well as the
restrictions placed on the characters, setting up their desire for escape and the
dangerous environment they are navigating.

Shallan’s map and observations reveal their strategic understanding of their location
and potential destinations, such as Kharbranth and Thaylen City. Kaladin’s insights
about their trajectory and the possibility of reaching the coast emphasize their intent
to escape the honorspren’s control and find safety. The dialogue exposes their plans to
reach an Oathgate, which could facilitate their journey across the world. However,
obstacles such as the honorspren’s watchfulness, the threat of pursuing foes, and
Shallan’s doubts about her ability to operate the Oathgate create a tense atmosphere
of impending risk and uncertainty.



The chapter concludes with a focus on the characters’ internal struggles and covert
plans. Kaladin’s desire for Stormlight and the possibility of a mutiny reflect his
frustration and hope for rebellion. Shallan’s tentative efforts to retrieve their
Stormlight and her concern about the risks involved reveal her growing awareness of
her own limitations and the gravity of their situation. The scene underscores themes of
resilience, strategic planning, and the ongoing battle between hope and despair as
they seek to regain control and escape their captors amid mounting dangers.


