
74. Swiftspren

The chapter begins with Veil reflecting on a daring leap from a tower, capturing her
sense of freedom and longing for the wind’s embrace. Her thoughts reveal a desire for
connection and the bittersweet nature of her actions, emphasizing her complex
emotions. As she moves through the city, she visits Grund, an urchin, and other local
inhabitants, delivering food and gathering information. These interactions highlight her
efforts to maintain relationships and her awareness of the dangerous environment
around her, especially with the ongoing threat posed by the Everstorm and the
unstable political landscape of Kholinar.

Veil’s observations of the city’s inhabitants deepen her understanding of the suffering
and fears that pervade the population. She notes the presence of various
spren—particularly hunger and fearspren—signaling the pervasive unrest and
emotional turmoil. Her role as a covert operative is underscored by her subtle
manipulations, including sending illusions of herself to gather intelligence and spread
her reputation secretly. Her internal dialogue reveals her desire to do more than small
acts of kindness; she recognizes the limitations of her current efforts but remains
committed to making a meaningful difference.

The narrative shifts to Veil’s participation in the Cult of Moments, where she adopts
the guise of a Swiftspren, a spren that symbolizes swift movement and change. She
transforms herself with Stormlight, blending into the cult’s parade and observing their
chanting and rituals. Veil senses the allure of surrender and release that the cultists
experience, feeling their collective desire to embrace change, storm, and spren. Her
immersion in this scene reflects her strategic attempt to gather intelligence and
influence the cult from within, all while grappling with her own doubts and the need to
think on a grander scale.



In the final moments, Veil’s internal conflict intensifies as she recognizes her
vulnerability to darkness and the seductive power of the cult’s ideology. Her sense of
purpose is challenged by the realization that she may have been carried away by the
darkness rather than pursuing her original goal of locating the Oathgate. Standing
amidst the chanting and illusions, she becomes acutely aware of the importance of
maintaining her resolve and clarity. The chapter concludes with her trembling, aware
that her actions and choices are critical to her mission and her own sense of identity
amid the chaos surrounding her.


