
51. Full Circle

The chapter begins with a cryptic message hinting at the importance of seeking
knowledge firsthand and proving oneself through tests to earn respect. This sets a
tone of challenge and hidden truths, emphasizing that understanding and trust are
only gained through effort and perseverance. The narrative then shifts to Moash’s
perspective, revealing his detachment from the parshmen and his internal struggles.
Despite their disdain for him, Moash remains indifferent to their opinions, reflecting his
hardened attitude and complex emotions stemming from previous trauma and
personal experiences.

As Moash and his crew traverse the landscape, they encounter a transformed
environment of cultivated hills, stone barricades, and orchards, illustrating the ongoing
efforts to defend and reclaim land. The scene describes the landscape’s gradual
change, with the orchards and fortifications symbolizing a hardened society adapting
to ongoing threats. Moash observes a Fused—a powerful, flying enemy—whose
appearance and behavior suggest something beyond mere Lashings, hinting at their
unique and dangerous nature. His insights reveal an awareness of the enemies’
capabilities and limitations, contrasting their apparent power with their vulnerabilities.

Moash’s interactions and observations deepen as he reflects on the nature of the
Voidbringers and their supposed destructive purpose. He notes the discrepancy
between their expected relentless destruction and their actual behavior, such as
sparing some towns and farming the land. His casual mention of killing a Fused
underscores his familiarity with violence and his complex attitude toward these
enemies. The conversation with Sah, a parshman, highlights the danger these
creatures pose, but Moash’s tone suggests a mix of caution and skepticism. His
thoughts reveal a nuanced understanding of the enemies’ tactics and the
unpredictable nature of the conflict.



The chapter concludes with the army’s strategic movement into a suburb near
Kholinar, illustrating the buildup to an impending siege. Moash’s surprise at the army’s
diversion from the direct route signifies the tactical planning behind the attack. The
scene depicts the initial phases of the siege, with the Voidbringers positioning
themselves for a prolonged assault. Moash’s reflections on the empty landscape and
the preparation for war convey a sense of foreboding. His assignment to work in a
lumberyard, building siege equipment, symbolizes the beginning of the next phase of
the conflict, emphasizing the brutal, methodical approach to capturing Kholinar.


