
110. A Million Stars

The chapter opens with a vivid description of the Midnight Mother’s creation of
shadowy, monstrous beings made of oil, emphasizing their mysterious and unsettling
nature. These creatures do not resemble any known spren from modern myth,
highlighting their unique and ominous origins. This sets a tone of mythic darkness and
hints at the deeper, fantastical elements at play within the story’s world. The imagery
underscores the theme of creation and the blurred line between reality and myth,
establishing a sense of foreboding and mystery that pervades the narrative.

Captain Notum’s command to reveal a section of the ship’s hull introduces the perilous
situation faced by the characters. As the ship approaches treacherous waters filled
with glass beads resembling a starry ocean, Shallan and her companions prepare for a
dangerous escape. Shallan’s choice to wear Veil’s outfit for its practicality reflects her
strategic mindset, as she carries precious gemstones that are rapidly losing
Stormlight. The landscape beyond the waves, with its dark, glass jungle, symbolizes
the threatening environment they must navigate, emphasizing the stakes and the
unpredictable nature of their journey.

The narrative shifts to a tense moral dilemma faced by Captain Notum, who must
decide whether to surrender captives to their enemies or risk jeopardizing his crew’s
safety. As the Fused close in, the characters’ internal conflicts become palpable,
especially for Captain Notum, whose expression betrays the weight of his decision.
Meanwhile, Syl’s release from captivity and her fragile state highlight her vulnerability.
The interactions among the characters, including Azure’s determination to stay behind
and her connection to Zahel, deepen the emotional complexity and underline themes
of loyalty, sacrifice, and the uncertainty of their fate.

In the climax, the characters leap into the beads, which serve as a mystical, tangible
manifestation of their escape route. The beads’ whispering and their ability to form a



protective chamber through Stormlight illustrate the chapter’s blend of magic and
symbolism. As Shallan and her allies fight to maintain control and conserve their
resources, they confront their fears and physical limits. The chapter ends with a
cautious optimism, emphasizing trust in their abilities and the spren’s nature, while
reinforcing the overarching themes of resilience and hope amidst chaos and danger.


