
92. Water Warm as Blood

The chapter opens with a reflection on the presence of the Unmade, suggesting that
despite their mythic and theological associations, their influence persists subtly in the
world. The narrator emphasizes that these entities are still among us, often mistaken
for or conflated with spren, highlighting the blurred line between myth and reality. This
perspective challenges traditional views, implying that understanding and
acknowledgment of such forces are crucial, even if they remain unseen or
misunderstood by society. It sets a tone of cautious awareness, urging readers to
reconsider the nature of these supernatural influences and their ongoing impact on the
world.

The narrative then shifts to the setting of a Skybreaker test in a small town near the
Purelake, where Szeth and other hopefuls gather to prove themselves. The test
involves locating and executing escaped murderers, with the skybreakers tasked with
upholding justice through swift action. The group is diverse, comprising different
ethnicities and backgrounds, reflecting the inclusive nature of the order. The scene
underscores the importance of discipline, obedience, and the moral dilemmas faced by
the Skybreakers, as they balance their duty with underlying questions about justice
and mercy in their mission.

As Szeth prepares to undertake the task, he questions the morality behind the
execution of the prisoners, especially given the town’s nonviolent stance toward
criminals. His doubts are compounded by the knowledge that the convicts are guilty,
yet the societal context suggests a complex interplay of mercy and justice. The
conversation reveals the political and cultural influences shaping the Skybreakers’
actions, emphasizing that their duties are not merely about punishment but also about
maintaining societal order amidst conflicting values. Szeth’s internal conflict highlights
his moral struggle with following orders versus his personal sense of justice.



The chapter concludes with Szeth entering the Purelake, contemplating his purpose
and the nature of his relationship with his sword, Nimi. The dialogue between Szeth
and the sword explores themes of obedience, morality, and the search for higher
ideals. Szeth reflects on his past actions, driven by honor and duty, and questions
whether he is truly fighting evil or merely fulfilling commands. The interaction reveals
his inner turmoil and the philosophical dilemma of distinguishing between true evil and
misguided obedience, setting the stage for his ongoing moral journey and the deeper
exploration of what constitutes justice and righteousness.


