
III -At the earths core

In the third chapter of "At the Earth's Core," the narrator, captured by an unknown
creature, is taken on a journey through a dense, dismal wood until they reach a village
constructed high in the tree branches. This village, bustling with life and strange, ape-
like inhabitants, quickly becomes a scene of intense curiosity, as the narrator is
examined and poked, becoming the center of attention. Despite the initial rough
handling, there seems to be no malice behind their actions, only a childlike curiosity
toward this foreign presence.

The village, a network of huts and pathways suspended fifty feet above the ground, is
home to these agile creatures and their kept animals, including vicious wolf-dogs and
goat-like creatures. Upon entry into one of these huts, the narrator reunites with Perry,
his companion, who had been captured earlier. The reunion is filled with a mix of relief
and humor as they contemplate their situation and the bizarre world they find
themselves in — a world that Perry believes to be the inner surface of the Earth,
illuminated by a different, perpetual sun. Perry theorizes that they have reached an
inner world through the Earth's crust, supported by observations of unusual flora and
fauna and a constant noonday sun.

Their captivity takes on a new twist when they are taken from the village and marched
across a sun-baked plain to a rocky valley, destined for an unknown but grim fate in
what appears to be a natural arena. Amidst signs of a darker purpose for their capture,
hope flickers briefly when they encounter human beings, only to be dashed as it
becomes clear that these humans are also prisoners, chained and guarded by their
gorilla-like captors.

Through their forced march, the narrator observes the noble bearing and appearance
of their fellow human captives, recognizing a shared humanity but also the stark



differences in their circumstances. He ponders the nature of time in a sunlit, timeless
world, its passage marked only by fatigue and the relentless, prodded journey across
the barren landscape.

"At the Earth's Core" weaves themes of discovery and speculation about the unknown,
underscored by the immediate perils and oddities of a world within the world. The
narrative captures a blend of adventure, camaraderie, and a contemplation of nature,
evolution, and the fantastical possibilities that lie beneath the surface of our
understanding of the earth.


