
IV -At the earths core

In Chapter IV of "At the Earth's Core," titled "Dian the Beautiful," the narrative unfolds
as the narrator and his companions endure a grueling march under the custody of
their captors. Revitalized by a meal provided by the guards, the journey takes them
through a stunning transformation of landscape from the flat plains to rugged
mountains adorned with virgin granite. Along the way, the narrator, a prisoner chained
in a line, finds solace and curiosity in a forced companionship with Dian the Beautiful,
a fellow captive from the tribe of Amoz. Through Dian, he learns about the language,
customs, and the complexities of the inner world, including the formidable presence of
the Mahars—wise, winged creatures that rule over Pellucidar.

Dian reveals her predicament; she fled to avoid being claimed by Jubal the Ugly One,
only to be captured by the Sagoths, minions of the Mahars. Her tale unfurls the social
structure and the dire fate that awaits them in the city of Phutra, painting a grim
picture of their future. The narrative also introduces Hooja the Sly One, whose
unreciprocated affections for Dian and eventual escape with her and a few others
compound the intrigue and dread that permeate their predicament.

The journey is also a testament to the burgeoning friendship and respect between the
narrator and Dian, which is disrupted by a misunderstanding rooted in the customs of
Pellucidar. Unfamiliar with the customs, the narrator inadvertently offends Dian by not
claiming her following an altercation with Hooja which could have implied a claim of
mate-ship or a formal rejection in the eyes of their society.

As the group navigates through a dark and treacherous tunnel, emerging into the
harsh light of continued captivity, they discover Dian and several others have
vanished—an act of cunning by Hooja. Ghak, a fellow prisoner, elucidates the grave
insult the narrator has dealt Dian through his ignorance, propelling a realization of his
feelings and the societal norms he's breached. The chapter closes on a note of despair



and determination, as the narrator grapples with his unintended affront towards Dian,
the implications of his actions, and the daunting prospect of their fates within the
clutches of the Mahars in Phutra. This tale of adventure, set against the backdrop of a
primitive and fantastical inner Earth, weaves together themes of survival,
camaraderie, cultural misunderstandings, and the quest for redemption.


