
NOTABLE CROSS-COUNTRY FLIGHTS

OF 1911

In 1911, the field of aviation witnessed significant advancements and remarkable
feats, with numerous flights aimed at testing the boundaries of distance, speed, and
endurance. A notable achievement was made by Orville Wright at Killdevil Hills, N.C.,
where his flight against a 52-mile per hour wind reached an elevation of 225 feet,
staying aloft for 10 minutes and 34 seconds. This period saw a surge in cross-country
flights as aviators flew between cities worldwide for various reasons, including
exhibitions and personal challenges. Remarkably, flights by Harry N. Atwood from
Boston to Washington and C.P. Rodgers' coast-to-coast journey from New York to Los
Angeles stood out for their distance and the challenges they presented.

Calbraith P. Rodgers' flight from New York to Los Angeles set new records for cross-
country aviation. Spanning from September 17 to November 5, 1911, Rodgers' journey
in a Wright biplane covered approximately 4,231 miles, necessitating numerous
repairs due to the demanding nature of the trip. This endeavor underscored the
challenges of early aviation, including mechanical reliability and the physical toll on
the aviator. Rodgers' notable day saw him covering 231 miles from Sanderson to
Sierra Blanca, Texas. Despite suffering a severe accident in Compton, Cal., which
delayed his journey, Rodgers' achievement marked a significant milestone in aviation
history.

Europe also saw its share of aerial competitions in 1911. The European Circuit Race,
starting from Paris, involved a challenging 1,073-mile route through several countries,
ending back in Paris. This race, however, was marred by the deaths of three
participants, highlighting the dangers of early flight. The Circuit of England Race and
the Paris to Madrid Race further illustrated the competitive spirit and ambition of



aviators at the time, despite the risks involved. These races not only tested the
capabilities of the aircraft but also the endurance and skill of the pilots, contributing to
the rapid advancement of aviation technology and techniques in the early 20th
century.


