
Chapter 15 - The Flight of Werper

Chapter 15 – The Flight of Werper begins with Werper successfully sneaking out of
his tent, intending to escape his captivity. His destination is Jane Clayton's holding hut,
but upon arrival, he finds it empty, quickly realizing she has escaped through a cut in
the hut's wall. Convinced that she fled the village, Werper decides not to pursue her
but instead focuses on his own escape. Reflecting on his initial motives for rescuing
Jane, he remembers how he hoped to gain favor with the English and envisioned a
future with her, positioning himself as her savior after Tarzan's presumed death. As
Werper leaves the village, he uses the same method Jane had used to escape,
employing poles against the palisade to make his way out. His focus remains solely on
his freedom, even as Jane's plight lingers in his mind, showing the complex
motivations driving him through this perilous journey.

In the jungle, Jane struggles to survive as she hides from a lion, demonstrating her
quick thinking and resourcefulness in the face of danger. Meanwhile, Werper, unaware
of her struggle, finds himself pursued by an Arab who soon becomes the target of the
same lion, allowing Werper to slip away. The lion's attack on the Arab provides Werper
with an unexpected opportunity, and he seizes it by escaping on the Arab’s horse.
Jane’s bravery and ability to survive in the wild stand in stark contrast to Werper’s
more selfish and opportunistic actions. As Jane navigates her escape, her inner
strength and resilience are clear, making her the true hero of her own journey. In this
moment, the contrast between Werper's opportunism and Jane’s genuine struggle
highlights the complexities of survival in the dangerous and unpredictable jungle
environment.

As Tarzan remains unaware of Jane’s current predicament, his focus shifts to revenge
for the theft that Werper committed against him. He encounters a lion in his search for
justice, and although he successfully defeats the beast, he feels no satisfaction. His



hunt for Werper yields no results, as he finds no trace of the man he believes to be
dead, allegedly killed by the lion's attack. Tarzan’s frustration grows as he realizes that
Werper has once again eluded him, adding a layer of tension to the ongoing conflict.
This marks another chapter in Tarzan’s quest for retribution, as his desire for justice
intertwines with the ongoing mysteries surrounding Werper and Jane’s
disappearances. It also underscores Tarzan's determination, fueled by his fierce loyalty
to Jane and his inability to let go of the threat Werper poses.

Meanwhile, Mugambi, still loyal to Jane, embarks on a journey to find her. His search
leads him to an Abyssinian camp where he becomes entangled in a situation involving
Achmet Zek. Werper, now captured by the same group, seizes the opportunity to
deceive them about his identity and intentions. He mentions Achmet Zek to shift
suspicion away from himself and to mislead the captors about Zek’s location, further
complicating the tangled web of deceit. His manipulative behavior hints at the lengths
to which Werper will go to protect himself and avoid facing the consequences of his
actions. Mugambi, on the other hand, remains focused on Jane, even as he faces
increasing danger and uncertainty in his quest to rescue her.

Both Werper and Mugambi are imprisoned, facing an uncertain future as they are both
presented to Menelek of Abyssinia. Mugambi, however, remains determined to escape,
using his intelligence and patience to gain the trust of the soldiers guarding them.
Werper’s intentions, however, remain shrouded in secrecy, and he continues to plot his
way out of the situation. This chapter sets the stage for a confrontation between the
two men, with each hiding their true motives while navigating the treacherous
dynamics of the Abyssinian camp. Mugambi’s quiet strategy contrasts with Werper’s
desperation, revealing the differences in their characters and how each is trying to
outmaneuver their captors.

An accidental reveal of the Jewels of Opar in Werper’s possession to Mugambi hints at
a turning point. This moment exposes Werper’s desperation to hold onto the jewels
and provides a glimpse into his true priorities. Mugambi, recognizing the significance
of the spilled treasure, begins to understand the potential leverage he has over



Werper. This revelation adds a layer of intrigue to the story, setting the stage for
future power struggles between the two. The jewels, once a symbol of wealth and
power, now serve as a key element in the complex relationship between Werper and
Mugambi, whose fates are tied together by their shared knowledge of the treasure’s
value.

The chapter intricately weaves together the fates of Werper, Jane, Tarzan, and
Mugambi, highlighting the diverse struggles and motivations driving each character.
Their actions, shaped by their desires for survival, revenge, and loyalty, create a web
of interconnected stories that deepen the intrigue of the plot. As the stakes continue to
rise, the characters’ paths become more entangled, leading to an uncertain future
filled with challenges, deception, and the ever-present threat of betrayal. The tension
between the characters and their motivations sets the stage for further confrontations
and revelations, promising more action and emotional depth in the chapters to come.
The journey ahead holds promise, with the unresolved conflict around the treasure and
the fate of Jane pushing the story toward its next dramatic chapter.


