
Chapter 19 - The Secret Passage

Chapter 19 – The Secret Passage introduces Mugambi, a man once held captive,
now navigating through the dense and perilous jungle. Battling hunger, thirst, and the
constant threat of predators, Mugambi struggles to stay alive, his strength diminishing
with each passing hour. Despite these hardships, he manages to find a temporary
refuge in a fertile area, where he intends to regain his strength. Using the resources
available to him, he constructs a shelter and hunts, determined to hold onto a
semblance of stability. With each passing day, Mugambi becomes more resolute in his
plan to return to the Waziri, despite the obstacles that lay before him. His survival
instincts drive him forward, keeping him focused on the goal of reaching safety, even
in the face of overwhelming adversity.

Meanwhile, a curious ape named Chulk is introduced, observing Mugambi from the
shadows. Chulk, a creature known for his interest in human behavior, has been
intrigued by Mugambi’s movements. Initially indifferent to the burnoose he had taken
from Tarzan, Chulk now covets the simpler attire Mugambi wears. As the man rests,
the ape seizes the opportunity to steal Mugambi’s pouch and knob-stick. This theft
goes unnoticed at first, and Mugambi, unaware of the loss, continues to sleep.
However, when he wakes up and discovers the absence of his belongings, a sense of
realization washes over him. The discovery of footprints marks the moment when
superstition and logic collide, and Mugambi deduces the identity of the thief. He is left
both frustrated and intrigued, realizing that the jungle holds more surprises than he
initially imagined.

At the same time, Jane Clayton faces a different kind of peril. After narrowly escaping
the clutches of Taglat, a malicious ape, she finds herself at the mercy of Numa, a
formidable lion. The intense fear that grips her is palpable, as she knows the dangers
she faces are nearly insurmountable. However, a stroke of fortune arrives when she



manages to free herself from her bindings, offering a brief flicker of hope. Despite her
fears, Jane remains determined to survive. With Numa distracted momentarily, she
takes advantage of the situation and makes a desperate dash for safety. She seeks
refuge in a nearby tree, narrowly escaping the lion’s attack, though the dangers are
far from over. Though she finds herself safe for the moment, hunger, thirst, and the
looming threat of predators make her situation uncertain. Jane’s escape is not a
permanent victory but merely a brief reprieve from the jungle’s relentless dangers.

The following morning, after Numa and the hyenas have left, Jane continues her
journey through the jungle. She is desperate to find the Waziri or any sign of
civilization that might offer a chance at rescue. As she moves cautiously through the
jungle, the sound of gunshots reaches her ears. She suspects a confrontation between
the Waziri and Arab raiders, adding another layer of tension to her already dangerous
journey. Choosing to remain hidden rather than risk encountering potential enemies,
Jane hides herself and waits for the situation to unfold. Her caution proves to be wise
when she spots M. Jules Frecoult, a familiar face she has recently encountered, being
stalked by an Arab. Though relieved to see someone she recognizes, Jane stays
hidden, observing a silent confrontation that suggests there are many hidden dangers
lurking in the jungle. The complex web of motives and dangers within the jungle
becomes clear, and Jane must decide her next move carefully.

This chapter intricately portrays the vulnerability of the characters, each facing their
own challenges in the wild. Mugambi's struggle for survival, though isolated, highlights
his resilience and determination to overcome the jungle's hardships. Jane’s close
encounters with death, followed by her quick thinking and escape, demonstrate her
resourcefulness and will to survive in the face of overwhelming odds. The appearance
of Chulk adds an element of surprise, showing the unpredictable nature of the jungle
and how even the simplest of actions can lead to unintended consequences.
Meanwhile, Jane’s cautious interaction with the outside world—especially her decision
to remain hidden—emphasizes her awareness of the constant threat of danger in her
environment. The chapter’s portrayal of survival in the jungle not only highlights the
physical challenges the characters face but also the mental and emotional resilience



required to endure in such a hostile setting. This narrative builds a vivid picture of a
world where every decision can be a matter of life or death.


