Chapter 56

Chapter 56 of All the Colors of the Dark delves into Patch’s profound sense of
alienation as he confronts the unsettling changes within his once familiar world. His
bedroom, once a sanctuary filled with personal items like clothes, bedcovers, and
posters, now feels foreign and disconnected from the person he used to be. The room,
a reflection of his past identity, has lost its significance, intensifying his internal
conflict about his changing sense of self. This feeling of estrangement is further
amplified when Patch’s mother, witnessing his transformation, expresses her own fear
and sadness about the person he has become. The conversation between them forces
both to confront the painful reality of their evolving relationship and the loss of the
connection they once shared. This interaction marks a turning point, as Patch and his

mother face the harsh truth that their lives and their bond are no longer the same.

Later, Patch discovers an old map in the attic, an object that symbolizes endless
possibilities beyond his current, confined existence. The map serves as a tangible
reminder of the world outside his immediate circumstances, sparking a flicker of hope
for something different. Stepping outside, he is immediately confronted by the vibrant
nightlife, which starkly contrasts with his feelings of disconnection. The streets are
filled with young couples and families going about their typical routines, a sight that
only reinforces Patch’s sense of isolation. Though he is surrounded by people he
recognizes from school, he feels like an outsider, unable to connect with the world
around him. This dissonance between the lively world he observes and the emotional
void he experiences deepens his feelings of alienation, as he becomes increasingly

aware of how disconnected he is from those around him.

A pivotal moment in the chapter occurs when Patch spots Misty Meyer, an encounter
that stirs a strong, almost instinctual urge to approach her. As Misty breaks away from

her group and runs towards him, they share an emotional embrace. Misty,



overwhelmed by her emotions, buries her cries into Patch’s shoulder, and in that
moment, he is consumed by the weight of her presence. The world around them
seems to fade away, and for a brief moment, Patch feels a deep connection. However,
the moment is abruptly interrupted when Chuck, Misty’s companion, pulls her away,
leaving Patch to witness her departure. Her sorrow is visible, intensifying the impact of
the moment as Patch is left standing alone, the fleeting connection with Misty leaving
him longing for more. This emotional exchange underscores the complexity of Patch’s
feelings of isolation, as even moments of potential connection seem to be fleeting and

out of reach.

Unbeknownst to Patch, Saint follows him home, an undefined presence in the
background of his solitude. Once inside, Patch begins a ritual of detachment, blocking
out the world by pasting newspaper headlines over the windows, a symbolic act that
hints at the chaos of the outside world, particularly the news about a local boy who has
gone missing. This gesture reflects Patch’s desire to shut out the external reality,
creating a barrier between his own emotional turmoil and the world outside. He
isolates himself further by retreating into darkness, blocking any light from entering
his room, a visual representation of his emotional state. The darkness serves as both a
literal and metaphorical refuge, encapsulating Patch’s need to disconnect from the
overwhelming emotions he is unable to face. His physical isolation mirrors the
emotional isolation he feels, reinforcing the deep sense of hopelessness that defines

his experience.

The chapter ends with Patch lying in the darkness, reaching out for a sense of
connection that feels just beyond his grasp. This final, poignant moment encapsulates
the emotional weight of his internal landscape—Ilonging, grief, and a desperate desire
for something he cannot attain. The darkness around him symbolizes the emotional
void he struggles to overcome, as he yearns for something to break through his
isolation. In these quiet moments, Patch's longing for belonging and emotional relief is
palpable, yet his struggle to reclaim any sense of connection feels increasingly futile.
This chapter serves as a powerful exploration of Patch's inner conflict, marked by his

desire for connection and the painful reality of his emotional detachment. It paints a



vivid picture of his emotional state, highlighting the depth of his grief and the
challenges he faces in trying to find a place for himself in a world that feels distant and

indifferent.
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