
Chapter 19

Chapter 19 begins with Saint's quiet contemplation as she stands in her yard, gazing
at an old, empty beehive. This seemingly mundane object triggers a wave of
memories, transporting her back to a time when she and Patch visited this very spot,
two years ago. The memory is vivid, their walk through the woods carefree and full of
youthful wonder. Patch had shown her an oak tree where he carved their initials, a
simple act that held deep meaning for him. He had insisted it was a promise, a bond
between them, but Saint, both charmed and exasperated by his earnestness, playfully
teased him, calling it nothing more than defacing nature. Despite the playful banter,
the connection they shared that day remains in her heart, a reminder of how easily the
world had once felt uncomplicated.

As their walk continues, the calm of the day is interrupted by Saint’s nervousness. She
invites Patch to her birthday dinner, trying to mask her anxiety behind a casual tone.
However, the weight of the moment is evident as her heart races at the thought of
spending more time with him. Patch, ever the curious friend, responds with a
lighthearted joke about the situation, which puts Saint at ease. Their banter quickly
turns to something more amusing when Patch spots wolf scat, and with a mischievous
grin, he suggests that they should prepare for any potential danger. With a sudden
rush of confidence, Saint proudly reveals the slingshot and the replica flintlock pistol
tucked into her bag, feeling a wave of pride as she takes control of the moment. The
realization that she is prepared for whatever danger might lie ahead fills her with a
sense of excitement and security.

As they walk further into the woods, their conversation turns to Saint’s birthday
preparations. She nervously shares that she’s making a pirate-themed cake for the
party, a little white lie that both amuses and embarrasses her. Patch’s reaction is
exactly what she hoped for: delight mixed with amusement. His joy makes her feel



lighter, and she realizes how much her connection to him has grown. He promises to
bring her a gift, a gesture that fills her with both joy and warmth, as she recognizes
the meaningful nature of their friendship. Even though it’s just a simple gesture, the
thought of his presence and his gift makes her feel understood and valued, something
she had longed for in their relationship.

The rain starts to fall as they continue walking, their path taking them deeper into the
wilderness. The atmosphere grows even more intense, and as they lie together on the
wet ground, the playful mood turns to one of contemplation. Saint, now a year older,
reflects on the changes that come with age and asks Patch what kind of changes she
should expect as she grows. He teases her about her appearance, which lightens the
mood again, but their conversation takes a serious turn when Saint begins to talk
about the significance of her name. She reveals that her grandparents named her after
her late mother, a story she shares with Patch in a vulnerable moment. Her words hold
a weight that she hadn’t fully realized before, and Patch listens intently, his quiet
understanding offering her a sense of comfort.

The rain continues to fall gently around them, and Saint begins to ponder the deeper
meaning behind her name and the way it connects her to her family and her past.
Patch, ever the supportive friend, reassures her, telling her that she is not only
beautiful but also intelligent and strong. His words of affirmation provide a moment of
solace, and in that small exchange, Saint feels a bond grow between them that goes
beyond just shared moments of fun. It’s a connection grounded in deep respect,
understanding, and trust. Their relationship, so simple yet complex, is woven together
through these moments of mutual support, where they can be vulnerable and honest
with each other.

As they sit in the rain, the world around them fading into the background, the scene
becomes a metaphor for their journey together. The rain represents both the sadness
and beauty of life, and in that quiet, shared space, they come to understand the depth
of their bond. The chapter captures the innocence and the weight of youth, friendship,
and the process of growing up. Their conversations, filled with playful teasing and



heartfelt exchanges, illustrate the strength of their relationship as they navigate the
complexities of the world around them. The chapter concludes with an underlying
message of hope and connection, as Saint and Patch find solace in each other amidst
the uncertainty that lies ahead. The beauty of their relationship lies in its simplicity
and the way they are able to support and care for each other during the most trying
times.


