
27. Talulah

Talulah entered Elon Musk’s life during a period of immense personal and professional
strain, providing an unexpected yet meaningful connection. In July 2008, while dealing
with the fallout from multiple failed SpaceX launches, Tesla’s worsening financial state,
and an increasingly public divorce, Musk traveled to London to deliver a speech at the
Royal Aeronautical Society. His address emphasized the necessity of commercial space
exploration, arguing that private companies, rather than government agencies, were
best positioned to push humanity toward interplanetary colonization. The event
highlighted Musk’s relentless vision, even as his ventures teetered on the brink of
collapse, and reinforced his belief that technological advancements should be driven
by those willing to take risks rather than by bureaucratic institutions alone. In the
midst of this, he also met with Aston Martin’s CEO, who expressed skepticism about
electric vehicles and dismissed climate change as an urgent concern. This
conversation only strengthened Musk’s determination to revolutionize the auto
industry, proving that traditional automakers lacked the foresight needed to embrace
a sustainable future.

The immense stress from his businesses, compounded by personal upheavals, took a
toll on Musk’s health, leading to severe stomach pains that required medical attention.
His close friend and investor Bill Lee, recognizing the weight of Musk’s burdens, took
him to a clinic, where doctors found no life-threatening conditions but advised him to
rest. Unwilling to let Musk sink further into exhaustion, Lee insisted they spend the
evening unwinding, arranging for a visit to Whisky Mist, a popular London nightclub. It
was in this unlikely setting, far removed from Tesla’s boardrooms and SpaceX’s launch
pads, that Musk first met Talulah Riley, a rising British actress best known for her role
in Pride and Prejudice. Their introduction, orchestrated by mutual friends, was initially
unremarkable, as Riley was unaware of Musk’s identity or the magnitude of his



ambitions. However, Musk, despite his usual social awkwardness, made a concerted
effort to engage in conversation, eventually mustering the confidence to ask for her
phone number.

At first, Riley had some reservations due to misinformation suggesting Musk was still
married, but after friends reassured her of his single status, she became more open to
getting to know him. What began as a casual interaction quickly evolved into
something more significant, as Musk pursued her with an intensity that mirrored his
approach to business. He invited her to multiple dinners, and their connection
deepened as they spent more time together, with Riley gradually seeing beyond his
reserved nature to appreciate his intellect and sincerity. Their relationship progressed
rapidly, with Musk including her in personal aspects of his life, even bringing her along
for shopping trips with his children. Riley, who had spent most of her time immersed in
the entertainment industry, was drawn into a completely different world—one where
technological innovation and ambitious dreams of space exploration took center stage.

For Musk, this relationship provided a brief but much-needed respite from the
overwhelming pressures of his professional life. At a time when both SpaceX and Tesla
were at risk of failing, Riley offered a form of companionship that allowed him to
momentarily step away from his relentless pursuit of success. For her part, Riley found
herself captivated by Musk’s vision and drive, experiencing firsthand what it was like
to be close to someone whose ambitions extended beyond conventional boundaries.
Though their relationship would later be marked by turbulence, their initial meeting in
London set the stage for a romance that would deeply shape Musk’s personal life in
the years to come. Their connection was not just a fleeting encounter but the
beginning of a partnership that, despite its ups and downs, would leave an indelible
mark on both of their lives.


