
CHAPTER TWENTY

The chapter opens with a stark reflection on the peril inherent in accusations against
wingleaders, emphasizing the high stakes involved—either failure in leadership or fatal
consequences for the accused. The narrative then shifts to a somber morning scene
where Captain Fitzgibbons reads out the names of six fallen comrades, highlighting the
constant threat of death that hangs over the riders. The protagonist is emotionally
detached from most of the casualties, focusing instead on her physical injuries and the
lingering questions about their circumstances, especially regarding Xaden’s
involvement and the mysterious circumstances surrounding the deaths near the
Braevick border.

As the story progresses, the protagonist’s internal conflict deepens, especially in her
feelings toward Xaden. Her physical attraction and emotional tension toward him are
palpable, contrasting sharply with her efforts to suppress these feelings. Her internal
dialogue reveals her frustration and confusion about her growing attachment, which
she recognizes as dangerous and disruptive. Meanwhile, Xaden’s presence commands
attention, his calm demeanor masking underlying tension, and his arrival sparks a
physical and emotional reaction in her, underscoring her conflicted feelings and the
intensity of their connection.

The chapter also explores the dynamics within the wing, focusing on a squad
reorganization led by Xaden. He announces a change in squad leadership, transferring
Liam Mairi into the protagonist’s squad, a move that sparks her defiance and
frustration. Her insistence that she doesn’t need a bodyguard reflects her desire for
independence and her distrust of the protective measures imposed on her. Xaden’s
insistence on Liam’s strength and strategic value emphasizes his protective instincts
and his belief in the importance of the new squad structure, which further complicates
their relationship and highlights the ongoing power struggle and emotional tension



between them.

In the closing scenes, the protagonist confronts Xaden directly about his overreach,
asserting her independence despite his warnings. His subtle, yet provocative
responses, along with his decision to have Liam placed close to her, reveal a deeper
layer of their relationship—one marked by unspoken understanding, underlying
threats, and mutual dependency. The chapter ends with a charged exchange that hints
at the complex balance of power and emotion, setting the stage for further conflicts
and revelations. The narrative skillfully blends action, internal conflict, and relationship
dynamics, maintaining a tense and compelling tone throughout.


