
CHAPTER VIII - The Circus Boys on the

Mississippi

In Chapter VIII of "The Circus Boys On the Mississippi," the story dives into a chaotic
day at the docks involving January, a rebellious donkey belonging to the circus. The
chapter starts with Teddy, one of the Circus Boys, rushing to a commotion to find
January performing a spectacle of defiance, refusing to board their vessel. Despite
attempts by the workmen to coerce him onto the boat, January resists with kicks and
bites, creating a spectacle that draws the attention and commands of Mr. Sparling, the
circus owner, who knows the donkey all too well from previous encounters.

Teddy takes on the challenge of calming January, employing a mix of soothing words
and strategic actions that reflect his deep understanding of animal behavior, honed by
his experience in the circus. The situation escalates into a lively scuffle between boy
and beast, with Teddy demonstrating both his physical agility and his compassionate
approach to animal handling. Despite the donkey's stubbornness, Teddy's
determination and ingenuity shine through as he manages to subdue January without
resorting to cruelty, winning the admiration of Mr. Sparling and onlookers.

The chapter humorously narrates the efforts to lead January onto the boat, highlighting
the challenges of managing circus animals and the camaraderie and chaos that ensue.
The introduction of other colorful characters, such as Fat Marie, and the anticipation of
loading the elephants add layers to the circus's vibrant atmosphere. The chapter
closes with Teddy's clever handling of the situation, showcasing the ingenuity and
resilience that characterize the Circus Boys. Through a blend of humor, adventure, and
a dash of wisdom, the story captures the essence of circus life, with its unpredictability
and the unbreakable spirit of its performers.


