
Chapter Seventy-Nine

In Chapter Seventy-Nine, Cassian seeks out Eris in the Hewn City to gather
intelligence, despite his personal reluctance to confront him. The scene reveals Eris’s
composed demeanor, reading by a fire, as if unaffected by the chaos surrounding
him—kidnappings, enchantments, and manipulations by a vengeful queen and a
death-lord. Cassian's visit aims to uncover what Eris has shared with Beron, the
Autumn Court’s ruthless ruler, especially regarding his involvement in their plans. The
tension underscores the fragile trust between them, as Cassian probes for truth amid
deception, knowing that Eris’s loyalties are complicated by his circumstances.

Eris’s attitude reveals a complex character hardened by his upbringing and his
relationship with his father, Beron. He admits that Beron tortured him but maintains
that he fed false information to his father, revealing his resistance and the oppressive
environment he endures. Eris’s dismissive attitude toward Cassian’s sympathy hints at
his awareness of his father’s cruelty, yet he remains guarded, refusing to seek or
accept pity. Throughout their exchange, Eris’s words suggest a mixture of resentment,
defiance, and a hint of jealousy, especially when discussing the other courts and his
motivations for his actions.

Cassian’s interrogation delves into Eris’s motivations, particularly focusing on the
incident where he left Mor in the woods. Cassian suspects that Eris’s actions stem from
guilt or an attempt to impress his father, Beron, but Eris dismisses these questions
with contempt, indicating that he is more concerned with the larger political stakes
and the ongoing threat posed by Koschei and Beron’s ambitions. Cassian’s persistent
questioning underscores the importance of understanding Eris’s true loyalties and the
inner turmoil that drives him, despite his outward composure and privileged
upbringing.



As the conversation concludes, Cassian reflects on Eris’s true nature—an individual
born into luxury yet trapped by his circumstances and familial cruelty. Recognizing
that Eris is not inherently evil but a product of his environment, Cassian offers a rare
moment of compassion, acknowledging the complexity of his character. He leaves with
a sense of cautious hope, believing that Eris’s true nature might be different from what
appearances suggest, and that beneath the fear and cowardice, there could be
goodness. Cassian’s parting words emphasize the potential for redemption and the
importance of understanding others beyond their surface, reinforcing the chapter’s
themes of empathy and the nuanced nature of morality.


