
Chapter 40

Chapter 40 of All the Colors of the Dark opens with Patch in a state of confusion,
struggling to comprehend his surroundings. The disorientation he feels is palpable, as
he tries to piece together his fragmented thoughts in a haze of uncertainty. Amidst this
mental fog, a girl appears before him, embodying a stark contrast to the chaotic state
he’s in. Her presence seems to symbolize the outside world, offering a strange sense
of normalcy with the comforting smells of sun lotion, cherry gum, and woodsmoke.
Patch is drawn to her, yet she remains an enigmatic figure, offering only the faintest
clue of her true identity. Gently, she instructs him to open his mouth and swallow a
pill, her warm hand guiding his movements in a tender, almost reassuring manner. As
she helps him, she casually shares an unusual tidbit about shrimps, a fact that
contrasts with the somber mood of their exchange. This moment, both strange and
oddly comforting, adds an air of mystery to the girl’s character, as she effortlessly
blends tenderness with an underlying sense of the unknown.

Patch, despite his desire to speak, struggles to find his voice, his words tangled in the
haze of confusion that clouds his mind. The girl, however, encourages him to speak,
yet insists on keeping her own identity hidden, referring to herself only as
“anonymous” because of the looming figure of the “big man” in the distance. Her
reference to the “big man” adds a layer of tension to the conversation, making Patch
even more uneasy as he realizes he is not alone in his disorientation. The girl tells him
he’s been here for “ten sleeps,” a phrase that causes Patch to pause, trying to
calculate the passage of time in his altered state. When he asks about the time, she
offers a cryptic explanation involving ancient planetary influences, which further
complicates Patch’s understanding of reality. As the conversation unfolds, the girl
drops philosophical musings, remarking that everyone is their own devil, a statement
that strikes a chord within Patch’s mind. He is left pondering the meaning of her words,



struggling to grasp not only his immediate situation but also the deeper implications of
her enigmatic statements. The combination of her soothing tone and the unsettling
nature of her words creates a stark juxtaposition, forcing Patch to navigate a labyrinth
of emotions and confusion.

As the conversation shifts, Patch’s fever worsens, and his physical discomfort
heightens his sense of vulnerability. The girl, though tender in her actions, brings an
unexpected lightness by briefly mentioning historical pirates, a subject that
temporarily lifts the weight of their dark surroundings. Yet, Patch's desire to escape is
overpowering, and he expresses his wish to return home, only to be met with the girl's
unsettling silence. Her refusal to respond leaves a heavy void in the air, deepening
Patch’s sense of isolation and helplessness. When the silence becomes unbearable,
she finally speaks, suggesting that he pray for survival, though her tone implies that
he may not fully understand the gravity of her words. The suggestion to pray, made
with such an air of mystery, hints at something larger at play—something that Patch is
yet to comprehend fully. The girl’s words imply a deeper connection to the unfolding
events, suggesting that her role in this strange reality holds more significance than
Patch can immediately grasp. She remains in this place while others seem to have
disappeared, which only raises more questions in Patch’s mind. Why is she here, and
what does she know about the strange world they find themselves in? The chapter
concludes with a sense of urgency, as Patch’s journey through confusion, survival, and
existential contemplation continues. The blending of vivid imagery, thought-provoking
dialogue, and unsettling circumstances leaves readers hanging on the edge of
discovery, eager to understand what truths lie hidden in the shadows of Patch’s
fragmented reality. The girl’s presence, along with her cryptic guidance, sets the stage
for deeper revelations, emphasizing the complexity of Patch’s emotional and mental
journey.


