
Chapter Sixty-Five

The chapter opens with a poignant reflection on sacrifice and love, highlighted by a
recovered, unsent letter from General Lilith Sorrengail, revealing her unwavering
commitment to protecting her children even at the cost of her life. This emotional tone
sets the stage for a scene filled with loss, tension, and the aftermath of a fierce battle.
The narrative vividly depicts the chaos within the ward chamber, where the sounds of
thudding wyvern bodies echo, and Andarna's remorseful apology underscores the
brutal consequences of their conflict. The scene emphasizes the heavy toll of war and
the difficult choices faced by those involved, blending personal sacrifice with the larger
chaos of the ongoing conflict.

As the story progresses, the focus shifts to the characters' physical and emotional
states as they navigate through the aftermath of the confrontation. The protagonist,
overwhelmed with grief over her mother's death and the destruction around her, is
supported by Rhiannon and Brennan, who attempt to provide reassurance amid the
devastation. The narrative captures the raw intensity of their emotions—tears, sobs,
and shock—highlighting the human toll of the battle. Despite the chaos, there is a
sense of hope as they acknowledge that Xaden is alive and receiving aid, which offers
a vital thread of resilience amidst despair. The scene underscores the importance of
camaraderie and emotional support in times of crisis.

The chapter then moves to the strategic and political aftermath, where the characters
assess the situation and prepare for the consequences of their actions. The return to
the front lines is fraught with uncertainty, as negotiations and military plans unfold
amid the chaos. The characters grapple with the reality that their victory is
overshadowed by the mounting casualties and the threat of exposure regarding the
deception about the true extent of the enemy's forces. The narrative emphasizes the
tension between duty and personal desire, as the protagonist contemplates whether to



return to a home that now feels like a graveyard, filled with the fallen dragons and the
weight of betrayal.

In the closing scenes, the focus is on the personal interactions and the ongoing battle
of wills. The protagonist seeks out Tairn and Sgaeyl, acknowledging the physical and
emotional scars borne by everyone involved. The scene underscores the resilience and
camaraderie among the characters, with mutual recognition of their efforts and
sacrifices. The chapter ends with a sense of cautious hope, as they prepare for the
next phase of their struggle, knowing that the true fight is far from over. The narrative
leaves readers with a sense of unresolved tension, emphasizing the ongoing nature of
their fight for justice and survival.


