
Crown of Midnight (Throne of Glass

Book 2)

In Crown of Midnight, the gripping second installment of the Throne of Glass series,
Celaena Sardothien has become the King's Champion—but her loyalty is anything
but absolute.

As she carries out her deadly duties, Celaena begins uncovering dark secrets buried
within the glass castle, secrets that could shatter the kingdom and expose her own
mysterious past. Torn between her duty and her heart, she must decide whom she can
truly trust—before everything she fights for is destroyed.

Filled with heart-pounding action, fierce betrayals, and emotional twists, Crown of

Midnight deepens the intrigue and sets the stage for an even more dangerous journey
ahead.

Chapter 1

The chapter opens with a tense depiction of a covert infiltration into a manor house
during a storm. The protagonist, the King’s Champion, moves stealthily through the
darkness, having carefully planned her entry over several days. Her silent approach is
emphasized by the storm's noise, which masks her movements, and her mastery of
stealth is evident as she scales the garden wall and slips inside unnoticed. The setting
establishes a mood of secrecy and danger, highlighting her skill and determination to
carry out her clandestine mission without alerting anyone within the estate.



As she navigates the dark hallways, the Champion remains vigilant, listening for any
signs of disturbance. She carefully observes her surroundings, noting the layout of the
house and the specific location of Lord Nirall’s bedroom, which she has memorized.
Her focus is razor-sharp as she moves through the house, blending into the shadows
and avoiding detection. The storm continues to rage outside, adding to the
atmosphere of chaos and urgency, yet she remains calm and precise, driven by a
sense of duty and purpose.

Upon reaching Lord Nirall’s bedroom, the Champion pauses to assess her
surroundings. She observes the sleeping figures of Lord Nirall and his wife, questioning
the reason behind the king’s desire for their death. Despite her curiosity, she
suppresses her doubts, understanding that her role is to obey orders without question.
Her inner conflict is subtly hinted at, but her professionalism prevails as she prepares
to execute her mission. The scene underscores her resolve and the gravity of her task,
emphasizing the peril and moral complexity involved in her assignment.

The chapter culminates with a tense moment as she raises her sword over Lord Nirall,
just as he awakens. The narrative halts at this critical juncture, heightening suspense
and emphasizing the life-and-death stakes of her infiltration. Her breath is shaky, and
her hand is steady but trembling, illustrating the emotional weight of her actions. The
storm’s thunder serves as a backdrop to this pivotal scene, symbolizing the chaos and
moral ambiguity that underpin her clandestine operation, leaving readers eager to
discover the outcome of this dangerous confrontation.



Chapter 2

In Chapter 2 of "Crown of Midnight," Celaena Sardothien moves purposefully through
the glass castle of Rifthold, her role as the King’s Champion evident in her confident
demeanor and the authority she commands. Despite her concealed appearance, the
castle guards recognize her and do not impede her progress as she heads toward the
council chamber. Her presence signifies her high status and the dangerous tasks she
undertakes for the king. Upon entering, she kneels before the king, Dorian, and Chaol,
presenting the severed head of a traitor as proof of her recent covert operation,
emphasizing her role in executing the king’s brutal justice.

The chapter details a grim scene where Celaena delivers the severed head and ring of
a traitor, highlighting the brutal reality of her assignments. Her calm, almost
nonchalant attitude contrasts with the gruesome nature of her task, illustrating her
hardened exterior. The king’s inspection of the head and ring reveals his interest in
traitors and potential threats to his rule. Meanwhile, Dorian and Chaol observe her
actions, with Dorian’s innocence contrasted against her hardened resolve, hinting at
the complex dynamics and unspoken tensions within the royal court.

Following this, the king reveals a new directive: to root out and eliminate a growing
rebel movement threatening his reign. Celaena’s internal response is one of restrained
anger and suspicion, as she recognizes the gravity of her new mission. The king's
vague references to spies and traitors intensify the sense of danger and political
intrigue, with Celaena aware that her role is increasingly intertwined with espionage
and covert warfare. The presence of spies within the castle complicates her task,
forcing her to navigate a web of deception and betrayal.

The chapter concludes with Celaena receiving a suspicious assignment targeting
Archer Finn, a former acquaintance and childhood crush. The revelation shocks her, as
Archer had been a jovial and kind figure, now implicated as a traitor. Her internal



conflict grows as she contemplates the absurdity of the situation, recognizing that
someone is feeding false or misleading information to the king. The chapter ends on a
tense note, with Celaena grappling with her loyalty and the dangerous game she is
now part of, where trust is fragile and betrayal lurks behind every corner.



Chapter 3

In this chapter, Celaena endures a vivid nightmare filled with danger and supernatural
threats, including Cain and the ridderak, which symbolize her fears and the darkness
that haunts her subconscious. The intense imagery of her fleeing through a secret
passageway, chased by Cain and the ominous creature, underscores her ongoing
struggle with her past and the threats she faces. Her waking moment reveals her
attempt to reassure herself that the nightmare is over, clutching the Eye of Elena as a
symbol of her resilience. The chapter emphasizes her vulnerability but also her
determination to confront her inner demons, even as the shadows of her fears linger.

The narrative shifts to a peaceful morning at the game park, where Celaena and
Nehemia engage in a quiet, yet tense, conversation amidst a game of fetch with
Fleetfoot. Their interaction reveals the delicate balance of their alliance, with Nehemia
cautiously probing Celaena about her recent mission involving Archer Finn. Celaena’s
explanation hints at a covert political struggle, with the king suspecting a secret
rebellion against his rule. This segment highlights the covert nature of their political
environment and the danger lurking beneath seemingly ordinary activities, illustrating
the complex web of alliances and suspicions in their world.

The chapter further explores the clandestine missions Celaena is involved in, including
her task to eliminate key figures connected to a supposed rebellion. Nehemia’s
concern about the morality and risks of her mission reflects the moral ambiguity and
personal sacrifice involved. Celaena’s hesitance to reveal more about the king’s plans
underscores her internal conflict and fear of the consequences should her true
intentions be uncovered. The narrative emphasizes the high stakes and the dangerous
game of deception that she must navigate, balancing her loyalty, her own safety, and
her desire for justice.



Finally, the chapter reveals the broader political unrest and the plight of the Eyllwe
rebels confined in the Calaculla labor camp. Nehemia’s concern about the worsening
conditions and the increasing violence against her people underscores the oppressive
environment and the human cost of the ongoing conflict. Her frustration with the
king’s refusal to address these issues reflects the growing tension between her loyalty
to her homeland and her diplomatic efforts. Celaena’s internal conflict deepens as she
grapples with her role in these political machinations, aware that her actions could
have far-reaching consequences for herself and those she cares about.



Chapter 4

The chapter opens with Chaol Westfall and Celaena running through a snowy game
park, emphasizing the physical toll of their exertion amid the cold. Despite their
layered clothing, both are visibly affected by the chill, with Celaena maintaining her
agility and teasing Chaol about his pacing. Their shared moment of physical effort
highlights the camaraderie and underlying tension in their relationship, as Chaol’s
thoughts drift toward his concern for her safety and his growing feelings. The scene
establishes a sense of intimacy and unspoken emotion, setting the tone for the
complex interplay of duty, loyalty, and personal connection that defines their dynamic.

As they continue their run, Chaol’s internal struggle becomes more apparent. He
grapples with guilt over his actions in killing Cain to protect Celaena, a deed that
haunts him despite his sense of duty as Captain of the Guard. The conversation shifts
to their perspectives on killing—Celaena’s candid reflection on the faces of those she’s
taken lives and the emotional toll it exacts—highlighting the moral complexities they
each face. Chaol’s hesitation and her understanding create a fragile moment of shared
vulnerability, revealing how their past actions weigh heavily on their conscience and
influence their current choices.

The dialogue deepens as Celaena reassures Chaol about the morality of his deed in
killing Cain, emphasizing that it was an act of salvation rather than dishonor. She
acknowledges the pain of killing and its lasting impact on her, yet she affirms that her
act was justified and necessary. Her words serve to comfort Chaol and affirm the
importance of their actions in the broader context of their survival and loyalty. This
exchange underscores the theme of moral ambiguity and the importance of
recognizing the difference between justified violence and cold-blooded murder,
reinforcing their shared burden of difficult decisions.



In the final moments of their run, the scene shifts to their return to the palace, where
they seek warmth and nourishment. Celaena’s physical exhaustion from the cold and
effort is palpable, and her thoughts turn to simple comforts like a hearty breakfast and
shopping. The chapter concludes with a lighthearted note as she considers wearing a
scarf to protect herself from the cold, hinting at her resilience and readiness to face
the challenges ahead. The scene encapsulates a blend of vulnerability and
camaraderie, emphasizing their bond amid the harsh realities of their world and the
personal sacrifices they continue to make.



Chapter 5

In Chapter 5, Celaena Sardothien is depicted conducting a covert surveillance in
Rifthold, perched on a rooftop observing the elegant townhouse of Lady Balanchine.
Her objective is to gather intelligence on Archer Finn, a suspect whose activities she is
tracking through subtle methods such as pretending to be a courier. The chapter
emphasizes her patience and strategic approach, as she waits in the shadows to
uncover Archer’s movements, trying to piece together his connections and daily
routine. The chilly evening and her internal reflections highlight her longing for the
past, the pain of her losses, and the weight of her mission, which is intertwined with
her quest for truth and justice.

Celaena’s reconnaissance reveals her familiarity with the city’s rooftops and her skill in
blending into the environment, reminding her of her previous missions beyond
Rifthold. As she trails Archer’s carriage through the city, she contemplates the
dangerous knowledge she might uncover—knowledge that could threaten her, her
allies, and her own sense of stability. Her internal conflict is palpable, as she
recognizes that uncovering the truth about Archer and the rebel movement could have
devastating consequences, not only for her but for everything she values. Her guarded
demeanor underscores her awareness of the stakes involved in her covert
investigation.

Meanwhile, in a contrasting setting, Celaena is seen relaxing at Chaol Westfall’s
modest but cozy chambers. She is engrossed in researching Archer, compiling
information about his routines and associations. Their interaction reveals a
camaraderie rooted in mutual trust and understanding, with Chaol questioning her
motives and her methods with a mixture of concern and curiosity. Celaena’s
dedication to her mission is evident, as she justifies her meticulous tracking as a way
to uncover potential conspirators and gather intelligence before taking any decisive



action. Their banter provides a moment of levity amid the tension of her clandestine
activities.

Throughout the chapter, the narrative explores themes of secrecy, loyalty, and the
personal toll of espionage. Celaena’s internal musings about her past—particularly the
loss of Sam Cortland and her own freedom—add emotional depth, illustrating how her
past pain fuels her current resolve. The chapter balances her dangerous
reconnaissance with moments of vulnerability and reflection, emphasizing the
complexity of her character. Ultimately, it underscores her ongoing struggle to
reconcile her desire for justice with the perilous truths she seeks, which threaten to
destroy her sense of self and everything she holds dear.



Chapter 6

The chapter opens with Celaena cautiously navigating the castle, contemplating the
mysterious figure she sensed outside the library. She dismisses her suspicions,
attributing the presence to a curious courtier with a secret love for books, despite the
strange circumstances that led her to believe otherwise. Her instincts tell her that
something more ominous is at play, especially considering her recent experiences with
supernatural occurrences. The atmosphere is tense, and Celaena’s awareness of the
castle’s hidden dangers heightens as she moves through the familiar yet treacherous
environment, hinting at the deeper mysteries lurking beneath the castle's grand
façade.

As she reaches her private chamber, Celaena observes the lunar eclipse unfolding,
which coincides with her internal conflict about confronting her past and the dead
queen, Elena. Despite her reluctance, she feels compelled to seek answers from
Elena’s spirit, fearing that ignoring her might leave her vulnerable to unseen threats.
Her emotional turmoil is palpable as she prepares to delve into forbidden knowledge,
knowing that uncovering these secrets could have profound consequences. Her bond
with her loyal dog Fleetfoot provides a small comfort amid the mounting tension, but
her resolve is tinged with apprehension about what she might discover.

The narrative then shifts to Celaena’s descent into a hidden part of the castle,
revealing a secret passage behind a tapestry that conceals a door. She recalls the
violent confrontation with a monstrous creature, the ridderak, which had nearly cost
her her life. Her scars and the remnants of that battle serve as a stark reminder of the
perils she faces. Her curiosity drives her toward the tomb of the ancient queen, a place
shrouded in mystery and danger. The scene emphasizes her bravery and the risks she
is willing to take to uncover truths buried in the castle’s history, even as doubts creep
in about whether she should proceed.



In the final part, Celaena encounters a mystical, animated bronze skull knocker
guarding Elena’s tomb. The knocker’s unexpected speech and consciousness
challenge her understanding of magic and reality, revealing that ancient spells still
linger despite the land’s official ban on magic. The conversation underscores the
existence of old, powerful magic that persists beyond the king’s suppression, hinting at
its potential role in her destiny. The chapter ends with a tense exchange about Elena’s
presence within the tomb, and the skull’s playful yet ominous demeanor leaves
Celaena questioning whether she should continue her quest. The scene sets the stage
for deeper revelations and the dangerous truths hidden beneath the castle’s surface.



Chapter 7

In Chapter 7 of "Crown of Midnight," Celaena Sardothien awakens with a throbbing
headache, immediately aware that her mysterious encounter in the tomb was not a
dream. She reflects on the presence of an enchanted talking door knocker and Elena’s
ongoing meddling in her life, which continues to complicate her tasks. The chapter
reveals her growing awareness of a dangerous secret connected to the king’s plans,
which Elena hints at uncovering. Celaena recognizes the importance of understanding
this threat, even if it means risking her safety, and contemplates the necessity of
confronting her fears to prevent a catastrophe.

Celaena’s internal struggle intensifies as she considers her next moves. She admits to
herself that her initial visit to the tomb was motivated by a desire to offload her
worries onto Elena, rather than directly confronting the danger herself. She
understands that Elena’s warning about her plans suggests something far more
sinister—potentially worse than past atrocities committed by the king, such as slavery
and rebellion. Celaena realizes that uncovering the source of the king’s power is
crucial, even if she must face lethal enemies or make difficult alliances to do so.

To gather intelligence, Celaena decides she must approach Archer, an acquaintance
who might be part of a resistance movement aware of the king’s true intentions. She
plans to fake Archer’s death to keep him safe while gaining his trust. This risky
strategy signifies her willingness to navigate dangerous political waters, knowing that
once she involves Archer, her actions will become even more perilous. She prepares
herself mentally and physically, dressing in her finest clothes, and calls upon Chaol to
assist in her scheme, emphasizing her determination to proceed cautiously.

The chapter also vividly depicts the bustling city of Rifthold on a cold winter day.
Celaena and Chaol walk through the vibrant streets, with the city’s lively commerce



contrasting her inner turmoil. She wishes for summer’s warmth but endures the cold,
keeping close to Chaol, who is eager to help her with Archer. They head toward the
Willows, a prestigious tea house where Archer is known to dine daily, and where
Celaena plans to subtly gather information. Her careful planning underscores her
strategic mindset and her resolve to manipulate social settings to her advantage,
despite the risks involved.

Finally, Celaena’s interaction with Chaol highlights her resourcefulness and wit. She
instructs him on how to behave discreetly and how to blend into the social scene,
emphasizing her desire to remain covert. Their banter and her calculated approach to
infiltrating Archer’s circle reveal her sharp instincts and her readiness to take on
complex political espionage. As she waits for Archer’s meal to end, she continues to
plot her next move, fully aware that every step she takes could lead to deadly
consequences, but determined to uncover the truth behind the king’s sinister plans.



Chapter 8

In Chapter 8, the narrative centers around Celaena’s covert involvement in the political
machinations of the court, disguised as her role in guard duty during a state dinner.
Despite her desire to avoid the event, she is compelled to attend to maintain her cover
and gather intelligence. Her strategic positioning near the glass doors allows her to
observe the proceedings discreetly while resisting the temptation of the lavish food
spread before her. This setting underscores her dual need for concealment and
observation, as she navigates a world of nobility, power, and hidden agendas, all while
maintaining the facade of obedience demanded by her role.

The dinner scene vividly illustrates the opulence of the court and the underlying
tensions within the political hierarchy. Celaena notes the focus on the king, queen, and
their inner circle, including notable figures like Duke Perrington and the royal children.
She reflects on the superficiality of these social events, questioning the king’s reasons
for attending such gatherings. The atmosphere is charged with subtle power plays, as
various courtiers and nobles, including Dorian and Roland, engage in flirtation and
political maneuvering, revealing the complex web of alliances and rivalries that define
court life.

Throughout the chapter, Celaena’s observations extend to her concerns about Dorian’s
interactions and the potential dangers lurking beneath his charming demeanor. She
perceives Roland’s flirtation as a threat and considers warning Dorian, recognizing that
the prince’s innocence might be exploited by those with darker intentions. Her internal
conflict about whether to intervene reflects her protective instincts and her awareness
of the fragile political landscape. Meanwhile, Dorian’s own frustrations and inner
turmoil surface as he watches Celaena’s gaze shift between him and Chaol, hinting at
unspoken feelings and underlying tensions.



As the event concludes, Dorian’s decision to leave the hall underscores his desire to
distance himself from the court’s superficiality and focus on more pressing concerns.
His departure is also driven by a mixture of jealousy and frustration, as he perceives
Celaena’s attention directed elsewhere. The chapter ends with Celaena catching up to
Dorian in the hallway, emphasizing the ongoing complexity of their relationship and
the overarching theme of hidden motives, loyalty, and the looming presence of
political intrigue that pervades their world.



Chapter 9

In Chapter 9 of "Crown of Midnight," Celaena visits Kaltain in the dungeon, where she
is confined in harsh conditions with minimal provisions. Kaltain, weakened and
disheveled, reveals her despair and hints at deeper schemes, suggesting she feels
used by those in power. Their interaction is tense, with Kaltain providing cryptic
comments about the influence of others and her own fractured memories, implying
she is caught in a web of manipulation. Celaena's concern grows as she observes
Kaltain’s fragile state and the apparent injustice of her treatment, fueling her resolve
to uncover the truth behind her imprisonment.

The chapter delves into the complex relationship between Celaena and Kaltain,
emphasizing the girl’s mental and physical deterioration. Kaltain's mention of her
bruises and her admission that she is being kept in the dark about her purpose
highlight her vulnerability and the sinister environment she endures. Celaena’s
empathy is evident as she considers the cruelty inflicted upon Kaltain and reflects on
the broader corruption within the court. The conversation underscores themes of
betrayal and the loss of innocence amidst political machinations.

As Kaltain speaks of her fractured memories and her suspicion that she is being used
for unknown purposes, Celaena begins to grasp the extent of the court’s
manipulations. Kaltain hints at a looming threat, suggesting that something significant
is approaching and that she is meant to “greet” it, adding a layer of foreboding to the
narrative. Celaena’s decision to leave her cloak as a gesture of compassion
underscores her internal conflict—she recognizes the girl’s suffering but also
understands the danger of getting involved in court intrigues.

The chapter concludes with a reflection on the injustice faced by Kaltain and the
broader implications of the court’s cruelty. Nehemia’s outrage about the guards'
neglect and the treatment of court members like Kaltain highlights the widespread



corruption. The storm outside symbolizes the chaos and upheaval within the court and
Celaena’s world. The chapter ends with a sense of impending change, as Kaltain’s
cryptic warning about something coming hints at future conflicts and revelations that
will challenge Celaena’s understanding of her enemies and allies alike.



Chapter 10

In Chapter 10 of "Crown of Midnight," the narrative opens with Dorian and Chaol
seeking refuge in the castle’s kennels to escape the cold winter and avoid Hollin,
Dorian’s young brother who despises animals. Their visit reveals underlying tensions,
as Dorian reflects on his family’s dynamics and his mother's decision to pull Hollin out
of school for protective reasons amidst political unrest. The scene highlights Dorian’s
discomfort with court life and his desire to avoid obligatory social events, such as the
upcoming court dinner, which he considers burdensome and insincere. Their dialogue
subtly exposes the strain of familial obligations and the personal conflicts simmering
beneath their outward composure.

As they transition from the kennels into the castle’s warm interior, the conversation
shifts to family tensions and political concerns. Chaol comments on Hollin’s possible
maturity, hinting at the strained relationship within Dorian’s family, especially
regarding his disownment by his father. Dorian’s resentment toward his family’s
treatment of Chaol’s disownment reveals deeper issues of loyalty and rejection. The
dialogue also touches on Dorian’s skepticism about the safety of Celaena’s upcoming
meeting with Archer Finn, hinting at the dangerous and unpredictable nature of her
missions. Despite their camaraderie, the conversation underscores the underlying
tension about trust, danger, and their personal stakes in the unfolding political
intrigue.

Meanwhile, Celaena is preparing to attend a dinner with Archer Finn, aware of the risks
involved. Her choice of a daring, scandalous scarlet dress signals her confidence and
intent to make an impression. Her interaction with Chaol, who protests her provocative
attire, underscores her independence and readiness to challenge conventions.
Celaena’s preparation reveals her strategic mindset—she is armed with concealed
weapons and plans to assert control over the situation. Her boldness contrasts sharply



with Chaol’s cautiousness, illustrating their differing approaches to danger and their
complex relationship. Her attire and attitude serve as both armor and statement of her
formidable personality.

The chapter concludes with Celaena’s departure, emphasizing her resolve and
independence. Chaol’s concern for her safety reflects the pervasive sense of danger
surrounding her activities, while her confident stride and prepared weaponry
demonstrate her readiness to face whatever threats lie ahead. The scene encapsulates
her fearless attitude and strategic thinking, as she navigates a perilous social setting
with calculated boldness. Overall, the chapter intricately weaves personal
relationships, political tension, and individual resolve, setting the stage for the
dangerous confrontations and revelations to come.



Chapter 11

In Chapter 11 of *Crown of Midnight*, the protagonist, Celaena, encounters Archer, a
man with a hidden past and uncertain loyalties, who is desperate and panicked.
Archer’s training in assassination is evident as he quickly pulls a dagger on her in fear,
pleading for his life and offering valuable information in exchange for safety. Celaena
remains composed, recognizing that Archer’s desperation may be a sign of larger
political unrest. She understands that he is not a traitor but someone caught in the
crossfire of the king’s oppressive rule, and she begins to consider how his intelligence
might serve her own goals.

Archer reveals startling intelligence about a clandestine rebel movement in Rifthold,
claiming they seek to restore Aelin Galathynius, the lost heir of Terrasen, to her
throne. His account suggests that a group is forming to oppose the king’s tyranny and
that they are aware of the king’s sinister plans. Celaena’s initial shock is profound, as
she grapples with the possibility that Aelin might still be alive and rallying forces
against the king. This news ignites a flicker of hope within her but also deepens her
internal conflict, as she wrestles with the implications of this potential rebellion and
her own identity.

In exchange for Archer’s silence and cooperation, Celaena offers him a chance to fake
his death and escape Rifthold within a month. She warns him that his survival depends
on his ability to gather information about the rebel movement and the king’s
intentions. Archer, although haunted by his circumstances, accepts the deal, seeing it
as an opportunity for a fresh start away from his oppressive past. Their uneasy alliance
is forged through mutual necessity, with Celaena carefully monitoring Archer’s actions
and warning him of the consequences should he betray her trust.

The chapter concludes with Archer planning to infiltrate a social event where he
suspects the rebels might reveal more about their plans. Celaena instructs him to send



her details, emphasizing the importance of discretion. She reminds him of her power
and warns him against drawing attention or attempting to flee prematurely. As Archer
departs, Celaena reflects on the dangerous game she is playing, balancing her desire
for justice with the need for secrecy. Her resolve is clear: she will use Archer’s
intelligence to further her own mission, even as she remains wary of the risks involved.



Chapter 12

The chapter opens with Celaena attending a masquerade held at a riverfront estate,
where she seamlessly infiltrates the event alongside Archer. She is dressed elegantly
in a white gown adorned with feathers and pearls, with her face partially concealed by
a mask. The setting is opulent, with tables laden with decadent pastries, and the
atmosphere is charged with underlying tension. Celaena’s awareness of her
surroundings and her cautious demeanor reflect her ongoing struggle with past
enemies and current political intrigues. Her presence at the party hints at her covert
intentions and the dangerous web of alliances she is navigating.

Throughout the event, Celaena observes the guests and the environment carefully.
Archer, dressed as a wolf, provides insights into the behavior of key figures, including
Davis, a powerful man involved in clandestine activities. Archer's intelligence suggests
that Davis and his associates are deeply entangled in the political machinations of
Rifthold, with hints that they are manipulating events behind the scenes. Archer’s
knowledge of Davis’s secret dealings and his suspicion that Davis and his circle seek to
influence the throne underline the dangerous political currents at play.

The narrative reveals that these influential figures are more self-serving than loyal to
any cause, with their actions driven by personal gain and survival amid the chaos of
war. Archer shares information about their efforts to rescue victims and their covert
operations against the king’s oppressive rule. Celaena’s curiosity is piqued as she
considers the possibility of infiltrating Davis’s office, hoping to uncover vital secrets.
The chapter emphasizes the complex web of deception, loyalty, and treachery that
characters like Archer and Celaena must navigate in their quest for justice and power.

The chapter concludes with Celaena and Archer slipping through a servants’ entrance
into Davis’s office, where Archer’s stealth and expertise come to the fore. As they
approach the locked doors, Archer produces a lock pick, indicating their intent to



explore Davis’s private space. The scene is set in a richly decorated room filled with
books, art, and personal artifacts, suggesting the importance of the secrets it holds.
Celaena’s readiness—checking her weapons and preparing for
confrontation—underscores the danger and high stakes of her covert mission,
highlighting her resilience and strategic mindset amidst the unfolding intrigue.



Chapter 13

The chapter begins with an intense and harrowing scene where Chaol is overwhelmed
by panic after discovering Celaena on the floor, seemingly wounded. His immediate
reaction is to rip open her dress, fearing the worst, only to find that she is unharmed
aside from a scratch and a sheathed stiletto. The realization that she was poisoned
with gloriella—a toxin that causes temporary paralysis—shifts the focus to her
recovery. Chaol's frantic efforts involve summoning healers, securing her safety, and
administering the antidote, highlighting his deep concern and the dangerous situation
they are embroiled in.

As Celaena regains consciousness, her physical condition reveals her vulnerability, yet
she is in her own bed, indicating she has been taken care of. Her first awareness of her
surroundings and Chaol’s presence underscores their connection and mutual concern.
Chaol is visibly exhausted, but his protective instincts surface as he questions her
about the circumstances leading to her poisoning. His anger and frustration are
palpable, especially when he learns she was investigating Davis and was caught in
dangerous circumstances, which she admits to. Their exchange reveals a complex mix
of trust, secrecy, and the risks they are willing to take.

Chaol’s protective stance is further emphasized as he insists that she keep quiet about
what happened, warning her of the consequences if she repeats such risky behavior.
His anger is tempered by genuine concern for her well-being, and he threatens to
imprison her if she endangers herself again. Despite his frustration, he shows a softer
side when he acknowledges how badly she looked and the danger she was in,
especially after her ordeal with the poison and the subsequent medical treatment.
Their interaction underscores the tension between her independence and the
protective instincts that Chaol cannot suppress.



In the final moments, Celaena reflects on her experience, feeling disoriented but safe,
having escaped the worst of her ordeal. Chaol’s exhaustion and the physical toll of the
events are evident, and his vigilance remains as he keeps watch over her through the
night. The chapter concludes with a sense of fragile safety, as Celaena’s recovery
begins and the danger she faced becomes clearer. Their shared vulnerability hints at
the ongoing threats and the complex dynamics of trust and loyalty shaping their
relationship in the midst of peril.



Chapter 14

In Chapter 14 of *Crown of Midnight*, Celaena’s apprehension about exploring the
castle’s vast library is palpable. Haunted by a recent unsettling encounter, she
recognizes how her favorite sanctuary has become a place of danger and uncertainty.
Despite her familiarity with the library’s grandeur and labyrinthine corridors, she feels
a mixture of trepidation and determination to uncover what the mysterious entity was
searching for during its visit. Her concealed weapons and cautious approach highlight
her awareness of the potential threats lurking within the ancient, silent space,
emphasizing her need for vigilance in a castle filled with secrets.

Celaena’s investigation is driven by her suspicion that something clandestine is
happening beneath the castle, possibly in hidden tunnels or an underground library.
She reflects on local legends about a second, underground library connected by
tunnels—an idea that fuels her curiosity and her desire to find answers. Her strategic
decision to mark her path with chalk and explore the furthest reaches of the library
demonstrates her methodical approach to uncovering hidden truths. Her
understanding of the castle’s architecture and her training in survival equip her to
navigate the shadowy, abandoned corridors in search of clues.

As she delves deeper into the library’s shadowed stacks, Celaena’s mind races with
hypotheses about the mysterious creature’s motives and origins. The eerie silence and
darkness amplify her sense of isolation, but her resolve remains firm. She considers
the possibility of forgotten spaces beneath the castle, contemplating whether these
hidden areas could conceal more than just books—perhaps even the secretive entity
she seeks. Her cautious exploration underscores her determination to uncover the
castle’s concealed secrets, even if it risks her safety, driven by her instinct to protect
herself and her allies.



Meanwhile, Dorian’s subplot introduces a contrasting atmosphere of unease.
Awakened by a chilling nightmare and the sight of his breath fogging in the cold, he
grapples with internal fears and the uncertainty of his environment. His introspection
about Celaena’s dangerous encounters reveals his concern and frustration, yet he
recognizes the importance of restraint. As he prepares to face the day, the faint sense
of something amiss hints at the broader tensions within the castle, foreshadowing
potential conflicts and revelations that will influence the unfolding story. The chapter
intertwines themes of mystery, danger, and inner turmoil, setting the stage for
subsequent developments.



Chapter 15

The chapter opens with a bustling scene in the Great Hall during dinner, where
Celaena, typically preferring solitude, joins the crowd to witness Rena Goldsmith’s
performance honoring Prince Hollin’s return. The hall is filled with nobility, courtiers,
and guards, creating an atmosphere of tension and intrigue. Celaena observes the
royal family and the young prince Hollin, whose appearance and circumstances evoke
a mix of pity and curiosity. The setting underscores the political and social dynamics at
play, highlighting the court’s opulence and underlying tensions, as Celaena navigates
her place within this environment.

Chaol unexpectedly joins Celaena at her table, bringing along his guards, which
signifies a shift in their relationship and her standing within the court. The guards’
cautious politeness and Ress’s lively gossip reveal a moment of camaraderie amidst
the courtly veneer. Ress recounts a humorous and scandalous story involving a royal
misadventure, illustrating the juxtaposition of court gossip and the underlying
seriousness of political life. Chaol’s relaxed demeanor and the guards’ respect for him
emphasize his authority and the subtle power dynamics at work, while Celaena’s
playful banter with Chaol provides a brief respite from the tension.

The focus then shifts to Rena Goldsmith’s musical performance, which captivates the
entire hall. Her ethereal voice and skillful harp and violin playing create an almost
hypnotic atmosphere, drawing the audience into a world of distant lands and
legendary tales. Rena’s choice of song, an ancient legend about a powerful Fae
woman, adds a layer of boldness and symbolism, especially as she dedicates it to the
royal family. The song’s story of a misunderstood and feared woman who finds love
and acceptance through a knight’s genuine regard underscores themes of power,
loneliness, and true understanding, resonating deeply with the emotional
undercurrents of the scene.



As the performance concludes, Celaena is moved to tears, overwhelmed by the song’s
poignant story and its emotional depth. Her reaction is subtly acknowledged by Chaol,
whose quiet support offers her comfort amid the courtly setting. The chapter ends with
a moment of shared understanding between them, highlighting the emotional
connection and mutual respect that underpins their relationship. The scene
encapsulates the power of music and art to transcend political and social barriers,
revealing deeper truths about identity, love, and acceptance within a richly textured
court environment.



Chapter 16

The chapter opens with a quiet moment between Celaena and Nehemia during
breakfast, highlighting their contrasting worlds—Celaena’s guarded independence and
Nehemia’s concern for her friend’s well-being. Celaena, despite her busy and
dangerous life, finds solace in simple routines, while Fleetfoot’s presence adds a sense
of comfort. Nehemia’s gentle teasing underscores their close bond, but underlying
tension hints at deeper issues. Nehemia’s concern revolves around Celaena’s reckless
pursuit of her freedom and the moral costs involved, revealing the internal conflict
Celaena faces between her goals and her conscience.

Nehemia confronts Celaena about her involvement with the king’s plans and the moral
compromises she has made. She questions whether Celaena’s quest for freedom
justifies her actions, especially given the bloodshed and the dangerous path she’s on.
Nehemia’s fears are rooted in her desire to see her friend maintain her integrity, and
she struggles to reconcile Celaena’s choices with her own ideals. Their dialogue
exposes the emotional toll of secrecy and the moral ambiguities of Celaena’s
undercover operations, emphasizing the personal costs of political and personal
rebellion.

Celaena reveals that she has not directly killed anyone, instead having faked deaths to
help her allies escape danger. Her strategic deception is a means of resisting the
king’s orders without crossing her moral line. She discusses her dealings with Archer
Finn and the delicate balance of trust and risk involved in gathering intelligence.
Nehemia’s concern about her safety is palpable, especially considering the threats
posed by the king. Celaena’s resourcefulness and willingness to take calculated risks
highlight her determination to fight from within, even as it endangers her life and tests
her moral boundaries.



The chapter concludes with a shared exploration of their past and the discovery of
Celaena’s connection to Elena via a tapestry. Celaena’s recounting of recent events,
including her encounters with dark magic and her visit to the tomb, reveals her
ongoing quest to uncover hidden truths about her world. The appearance of Mort, the
enchanted skull, introduces an element of ancient magic and spells, emphasizing the
dangerous knowledge Celaena pursues. As they enter the tomb, Nehemia’s awe
contrasts with Celaena’s weariness, symbolizing the weight of their secrets and the
perilous journey toward justice and self-discovery.



Chapter 17

In Chapter 17, Chaol is acutely aware of Celaena’s foul mood during the royal ball,
though she remains uncharacteristically rebellious by not hiding in the shadows as
instructed. From his concealed vantage point, he observes her leaning against a pillar,
dagger at her side, with evident frustration and boredom. The opulent setting of the
ball, decorated in icy hues in honor of Hollin, contrasts sharply with the tension
beneath the surface. Chaol reflects on the nature of Hollin’s future, worried that his
spoiled innocence could evolve into cruelty, and contemplates the delicate balance of
power and morality that Dorian and he must maintain once Hollin becomes king.

The scene shifts to Dorian, who is engaging in courtly dance, fulfilling his royal duties
with grace and charm, oblivious to Chaol’s concern about Hollin’s potential for
corruption. Chaol’s attention is divided between the lively festivities and the increasing
unease that Celaena has abandoned her post. His internal conflict grows as he
considers the rules being broken—Celaena’s departure from her guard
duties—highlighting her reluctance to conform and her desire for freedom, even if it
means risking her position. Despite the formal environment, chaos lurks beneath the
surface, and Chaol’s vigilance remains sharp as he worries about her safety.

Outside the ballroom, Chaol finds Celaena dancing alone, a rebellious act that
underscores her boredom and frustration. Her sharp tongue reveals her annoyance at
being made to attend the event and her disdain for the superficial courtship around
her. Her playful yet bitter comments expose her desire for normalcy and her aversion
to the political machinations she’s forced to witness. Chaol’s mixed feelings surface as
he observes her, torn between his duty and his empathy for her longing to escape the
constraints of her role. Their interaction reveals a complex dynamic of tension,
unspoken feelings, and mutual understanding.



Ultimately, Celaena’s candid vulnerability prompts Chaol to break the rules himself,
offering her a chance to dance with him. Her initial surprise and hesitation contrast
with the quiet, moonlit moment that follows. This act of defiance and connection
symbolizes a fragile, shared moment of rebellion against their circumstances. Chaol’s
gesture underscores the emotional undercurrents running through their
relationship—conflicted loyalty, unspoken desire, and the hope for a rare moment of
genuine freedom amid the political and personal chaos they face. The chapter ends
with the unspoken invitation to dance, hinting at deeper complexities beneath their
outward composure.



Chapter 18

In Chapter 18, Celaena is depicted sitting in Archer’s townhouse, reflecting her
exhaustion and emotional turmoil after a tense dance with Chaol. She is distracted by
her memories of the night, her failed attempts at learning Wyrdmarks, and her desire
to escape her current burdens. Her physical and mental fatigue is evident as she
struggles to focus on her lessons and her responsibilities, highlighting her ongoing
internal conflict and the weight of her secret plans. Her environment and her
demeanor underscore her sense of isolation and the constant pressure to stay alert
amidst dangerous political and personal stakes.

The chapter then shifts to a tense confrontation between Celaena and Archer, where
she seeks critical information about the enemies she faces. Their interaction reveals
her mistrust and her determination to uncover plans that threaten her life. Archer’s
reluctance and the limited time he grants her emphasize the urgency of her mission.
Celaena’s sharp wit and guarded attitude show her resolve to gather intelligence
without fully trusting those around her, even as she recognizes the risk of revealing
her own intentions. The dialogue underscores the complex web of alliances and
secrets she must navigate.

Simultaneously, the narrative explores political machinations in the kingdom, focusing
on the grim realities of slavery in Calaculla. Dorian observes alarming figures
indicating an unsustainable number of slaves, which hints at underlying tensions and
the exploitation of labor. The discovery of new iron deposits suggests potential
economic expansion but also highlights the cruelty and inhumanity of the system.
Dorian’s internal conflict grows as he witnesses the corruption and moral decay of the
ruling powers, especially with Roland’s manipulative support and the ominous
presence of the black rings symbolizing a binding allegiance.



In conclusion, the chapter juxtaposes Celaena’s personal struggles and clandestine
plans with the broader political and social corruption engulfing the kingdom. It reveals
her determination to gather vital intelligence despite the risks, while also exposing the
brutal realities of the oppressive regime. The narrative emphasizes themes of trust,
betrayal, and moral ambiguity as characters navigate a landscape fraught with danger
and deception. Both the personal and political conflicts set the stage for the unfolding
drama, underscoring the high stakes and the complex interplay of loyalty and
treachery.



Chapter 19

In Chapter 19, Chaol reflects on his internal struggle between personal feelings and his
loyalty to the king. During a formal audience, he reports on security measures for an
upcoming carnival, but his mind is preoccupied with thoughts of Celaena and the
forbidden attraction they share. Chaol recognizes the importance of maintaining
boundaries to preserve his loyalty to the crown and his friendship with Dorian,
emphasizing the delicate balance he must uphold as Captain of the Guard. The chapter
highlights his internal conflict and the pressure to remain discreet, especially when the
king unexpectedly raises concerns about Princess Nehemia’s influence and the
potential threat to her life, complicating his responsibilities.

The narrative shifts to Dorian’s perspective, showcasing his physical exhaustion and
mental unrest. Dorian engages in combat training to release tension, but he is haunted
by doubts about his magical abilities, which he believes are dormant in his bloodline.
His encounter with Roland, his cousin, reveals underlying tensions and manipulations
within the royal family. Roland’s insincere apology and his attempts at political
maneuvering expose the fragile nature of familial relationships and the dangerous
game of alliances. Dorian’s mistrust of Roland’s motives underscores his feelings of
alienation and the secret fears he harbors about his own identity and powers.

The chapter further explores the political intrigue surrounding Nehemia, the princess
from Eyllwe. The king’s suspicion of her influence and the mention of an anonymous
threat on her life add a layer of danger and suspense. Chaol’s decision to keep the
threat confidential reflects his awareness of the political implications and the potential
for Nehemia to be used as a bargaining chip. This secrecy underscores the complex
web of loyalties and the covert nature of court politics, which threaten to entangle
everyone involved in dangerous schemes and hidden agendas.



Overall, Chapter 19 delves into the personal conflicts and political machinations that
define the characters’ lives. Chaol’s struggle to balance duty with personal feelings,
Dorian’s internal battle with his identity, and the king’s manipulations all weave
together to create a tense atmosphere of suspicion and intrigue. The chapter sets the
stage for the unfolding drama, emphasizing themes of loyalty, secrecy, and the
perilous nature of power within the palace walls. Each character’s choices and secrets
hint at larger conflicts looming on the horizon.



Chapter 20

In Chapter 20 of "Crown of Midnight," Celaena seeks to uncover the true nature of an
ancient amulet she possesses, questioning its power and purpose. She consults Mort,
the skull knocker, who confirms the amulet’s magical properties but cannot explain its
specific function. Driven by curiosity and a desire to understand its significance,
Celaena attempts to use the amulet as a key to reveal hidden truths within a
mysterious tomb. Despite her efforts and reciting ancient words, the amulet fails to
unlock any secret passage, leaving her frustrated and questioning the clues she has
been given. Her determination to decipher the riddle underscores her relentless
pursuit of power and knowledge.

The chapter transitions into a vivid, recurring dream that haunts Celaena, set in a
desolate ravine under a cold, moonlit sky. She witnesses a majestic white stag,
symbolizing a connection to her past and lost innocence, watching her from the other
side of the chasm. The dream reflects her inner turmoil, as she contemplates crossing
into the darkness—an act that might symbolize confronting her fears or embracing her
destiny. The ominous darkness, whispering with memories and echoes of her former
life, seems to challenge her resolve. The stag’s invitation to join it hints at a deeper,
perhaps spiritual journey that she must undertake, yet she chooses to remain on the
edge, hesitant to step into the unknown.

Upon waking, Celaena is haunted by the same relentless sense of loss and trauma,
recalling her memories of bloodshed and her captivity. Her dream serves as a stark
reminder of her past and the pain she endures, fueling her resolve to confront her
future. She rises from her bed, accompanied by her loyal hound Fleetfoot, and gazes
into the dark ravine that continues to symbolize her inner conflict. Her reflection on the
recurring nightmare emphasizes her ongoing struggle with her identity, guilt, and the
heavy burden of her past deeds. Despite the darkness, she remains determined to face



whatever challenges lie ahead, understanding that her journey is far from over.

The chapter closes with a glimpse into Celaena’s daily life as she prepares to leave the
castle early in the morning, avoiding her usual routine. Her absence from her training
and her secretive departure hint at her inner turmoil and desire for solitude. When
Chaol finds her missing, he is momentarily concerned but quickly shifts to focus on her
well-being and their ongoing relationship. The scene also introduces Nehemia, who is
engaged with her own pursuits, suggesting that Celaena’s world is intertwined with
political and personal complexities. This moment highlights her internal conflict,
resilience, and the ongoing search for meaning and purpose amid chaos and danger.



Chapter 21

In Chapter 21, the narrative delves into the haunting past of Celaena and the
emotional scars that shape her current identity. Chaol reflects on her traumatic
childhood, recalling her scream during a duel with Cain, where she revealed she was
only eight years old when she witnessed her parents' brutal murder. This revelation
underscores the depth of her pain and the darkness she has endured. The chapter
explores the upheaval in Terrasen a decade earlier, highlighting the violence inflicted
upon those who opposed Adarlan’s forces. Chaol’s concern grows as he seeks to
understand the extent of Celaena’s suffering and the secrets she keeps hidden from
her friends.

Nehemia offers subtle insights into Celaena’s history, indicating that she knows more
than she admits about her friend's past. Their conversation hints at deeper secrets and
dangers, especially regarding the threat to the princess’s life and the King’s awareness
of her vulnerabilities. Nehemia's guarded tone and the mysterious symbols in her book
suggest that she possesses knowledge that could jeopardize her position if revealed.
Chaol’s frustration mounts over his lack of information, emphasizing the political
intrigue and the danger lurking in the shadows. The chapter underscores the tension
between trust and secrecy, revealing the complex web of alliances and threats
surrounding the characters.

Meanwhile, Celaena’s inner world is portrayed through her solitary morning walk in the
misty forest, symbolizing her attempt to find peace amid chaos. Her memories of her
time in Endovier, marked by brutal violence and rage, surface vividly as she reflects on
her past actions. Her fierce determination is evident in her recollections of her fight for
survival and her relentless quest for vengeance. The narrative emphasizes her
transformation from a victim into a formidable assassin, driven by a desire for justice
and retribution. The forest setting mirrors her internal struggle, highlighting her need



for solitude and clarity before confronting her enemies.

The chapter culminates with a detailed account of Celaena’s violent uprising within the
mines of Endovier. Her rage erupts as she kills her overseers and guards with
calculated brutality, symbolizing her reclaiming agency through violence. Her actions
are fueled by the memories of her suffering and the atrocities committed against her
and others. This act of rebellion demonstrates her capacity for destruction and her
refusal to be passive. The vivid descriptions of her combat reflect her mastery and the
depth of her resolve to confront her past and forge her future, emphasizing her
complex nature as both victim and avenger.



Chapter 22

In Chapter 22 of *Crown of Midnight*, Dorian spends hours immersed in his family’s
genealogical records, contemplating the nature of his own magical heritage. As he
examines ancient texts, he considers the possibility that he, like Hollin, might develop
magic in the future. His concern extends to his brother, fearing that their father would
resort to brutal measures if he discovered their latent powers. Dorian’s introspection
reveals his struggle with his identity and the fear of what his bloodline might mean for
his future and for those around him, especially given the brutal history of magic and
power within his family.

The chapter delves into the history of the Havilliard and Galathynius bloodlines,
emphasizing their significance in the kingdom’s history. Dorian reflects on how the Fae
had fled the continent due to the military might and societal fears that arose from their
power, which made the Fae and gifted mortals a target of suspicion and violence. He
traces the lineage back to Gavin Havilliard, a mortal prince who fought bravely against
the Dark Lord Erawan and married a half-Fae princess, Elena. This union brought a
powerful bloodline into the family, yet no further Fae magic appeared in subsequent
generations, raising questions about divine will and coincidence.

Dorian’s exploration takes him to an ancient, well-preserved record of the Galathynius
line, revealing its once-mighty magic and its history of keeping peace despite their
formidable power. He recognizes the tragic fall of this noble family, noting how their
strength and wisdom were ultimately undermined by internal strife and external
threats. The stark contrast between their peaceful rule and the violent demise of their
house underscores the fragile nature of power and legacy, leaving Dorian pondering
his own inheritance and the potential destiny he might face as heir to a fallen throne.

As the chapter concludes, Dorian reflects on the possibility of forming alliances with
figures like Aelin Galathynius, whose lineage once held immense power. He considers



her potential as an ally or friend, recalling their brief childhood encounter and her
connection to Aedion Ashryver, a fierce warrior and her cousin. The chapter ends with
a sudden, uncontrollable magical disruption—books flying off shelves as an invisible
force causes chaos—symbolizing the tumult within Dorian and hinting at deeper,
hidden forces at work. This incident leaves him questioning the true extent of his own
power and the mysteries yet to be unraveled.



Chapter 23

The chapter opens with a tense confrontation between two characters, where one
struggles to believe the other's daring decision. Despite the warnings and the danger
posed by the king, she remains resolute, driven by her ideals and desire for change.
Her boldness shocks her companion, who fears for her safety, emphasizing the peril of
defying the monarchy’s oppressive control. Her stance reflects her refusal to accept
the corrupt and violent methods of those in power, even if it means risking her life.
This moment underscores her bravery and unwavering commitment to her principles,
setting the stage for a conflict between loyalty, morality, and personal conviction.

The dialogue reveals her clandestine involvement with a secret movement in Terrasen,
which she intends to leverage for negotiations with the king. She aims to secure her
freedom or a shorter, safer contract, knowing that her actions could lead to severe
punishment if uncovered. Her companion’s concern about her safety and the potential
consequences of her rebellion highlights the dangerous political landscape they
inhabit. Her determination to escape and start anew underscores her longing for
independence and a life free from tyranny, even if it means abandoning her current
role and everything familiar to her.

As their conversation deepens, an emotional connection emerges. He offers to
accompany her on her journey, despite the risks, driven by a mixture of love,
admiration, and a shared sense of purpose. They acknowledge the sacrifices involved
and the possibility that she may never return, but their mutual desire to find a better
world fuels their resolve. Their exchange is charged with vulnerability, revealing their
true feelings and the profound bond that has grown between them. This moment
emphasizes themes of loyalty, hope, and the courage required to pursue a life beyond
oppression.



The chapter culminates in a passionate and intimate moment where they confess their
feelings through a kiss, breaking down emotional barriers. The act signifies more than
romance; it symbolizes their shared hope for freedom and a future together. The
intensity of their connection leads them to a spontaneous escape, driven by desire and
desperation. Their physical and emotional union encapsulates the chapter's core
themes: rebellion, love, and the willingness to risk everything for a chance at a new
beginning. The chapter ends with them retreating into the castle, their spirits renewed
but aware of the uncertain road ahead.



Chapter 24

In Chapter 24, Dorian ventures to visit Baba Yellowlegs, an aged witch, seeking
answers about his mysterious magical affliction. Despite his apprehensions and the
risk of revealing his identity, he offers gold in exchange for her knowledge, illustrating
his desperation and willingness to bribe her for crucial information. The encounter
takes place at the carnival during its midday break, emphasizing the clandestine
nature of their meeting. Dorian’s curiosity is driven by his suspicions that there are
hidden, forgotten powers still lingering, even if traditional magic has supposedly
vanished from their world.

As the conversation unfolds, Baba Yellowlegs reveals her identity as the lastborn witch
of the Witch Kingdom, hinting at her extraordinary age and long history. She discusses
the origins of witches, their possible ties to Fae or Valg demons, and touches on the
dark history of magic and its decline across the continent. Her cryptic responses
suggest that the true reasons behind the disappearance of magic are complex and
rooted in ancient curses or divine punishment, leaving Dorian with more questions
than answers about the nature of the magical world.

Throughout their exchange, Baba Yellowlegs dismisses the idea that an individual
could possess magic in the current era. She asserts that all magic has been eradicated
and that even the Fae remain trapped in animal forms, suffering from the loss of their
powers. Her blunt language and ominous tone underscore the grim reality that magic,
once abundant, is now a thing of the past in their land. The possibility of any
exceptions appears impossible, reinforcing the theme of a world irrevocably changed
by divine or supernatural forces.

In the final part of the chapter, Dorian probes further into the potential existence of
hidden or forbidden powers and the possibility of someone secretly possessing magic.
Baba Yellowlegs offers a bleak perspective, suggesting that those who discover such



powers would face severe consequences, such as execution. Her remarks hint at the
tantalizing but dangerous nature of forbidden knowledge, emphasizing that the true
cause of magic’s disappearance remains a mystery. Her dark, possibly age-extended
eyes leave Dorian contemplating the deeper, perhaps darker, history behind the
world's current state, and the shadows of ancient conflicts that still linger beneath the
surface.



Chapter 25

The chapter opens with a tense and symbolic conversation between a queen and a
princess, centered around the metaphor of "breaking" to initiate a pivotal event. The
queen emphasizes that for change or transformation to occur, someone must be the
first to fracture, suggesting a necessary sacrifice or decisive action. The princess,
aware of the gravity, recognizes that the person who must "break" is not yet prepared,
implying a delicate balance of timing and readiness. This dialogue sets a tone of
foreboding and anticipation, hinting at underlying themes of sacrifice, change, and the
difficult choices that accompany moments of transition.

The princess’s response reveals her awareness of the stakes involved. She believes
that the person who must undergo this breaking is not the prince, as might be
assumed, but rather a different individual—"her"—whose role is crucial in the unfolding
events. Her soft acknowledgment indicates her internal conflict and sense of
responsibility. The conversation underscores the importance of timing and the
understanding that certain actions, though painful, are necessary to move forward.
The chapter emphasizes that these decisions are often made under emotional strain,
with the future hanging in the balance.

As the dialogue progresses, the princess prepares to leave the tomb, a symbolic space
representing tradition, secrecy, or a hidden past. Her pause at the threshold signifies
her internal struggle and the gravity of what she is about to undertake. She questions
whether the other person will truly understand the risks involved, acknowledging that
once the process begins, there may be no turning back. The mention of someone
"going over the edge" alludes to a potential loss of innocence or stability, highlighting
the perilous nature of the act that must be performed.

In the closing moments, the queen offers reassurance, asserting that the individual
who falls "over the edge" will ultimately find her way back. The princess, tearful yet



resolute, hopes the queen is right—reflecting her hope for redemption and recovery
despite the darkness of the situation. Their exchange encapsulates themes of hope
amid despair, the necessity of sacrifice, and the enduring belief that even in the
darkest moments, there is a possibility of return and renewal. The chapter leaves an
impression of emotional weight and the quiet strength required to face difficult
transitions.



Chapter 26

The chapter opens with Chaol observing a hunting party, reflecting on how many of
the lords lack skill and how he often discreetly kills animals to avoid embarrassing
them. This setting highlights his practical approach and underlying sense of
disillusionment with the aristocratic pastime. As he rides alongside the king,
Perrington, and other nobles, Chaol’s thoughts drift to his past, including his
relationship with his family and the expectations placed upon him. He considers
whether he would have ended up like these men if circumstances had been different,
revealing his internal conflict about his current path versus his origins.

Throughout the chapter, Chaol’s interactions with the king reveal a layered dynamic.
The king’s commanding presence and casual remarks about hunting contrast with the
ominous tone of their conversation regarding political intrigue. The king’s mention of
questioning Celaena, coupled with his directive to ensure no interruptions during her
interrogation, underscores the dangerous political machinations at play. Chaol’s
awareness of the risks involved and his attempt to remain discreet indicate his loyalty
and concern for Celaena, even as he senses the potential fallout from these covert
dealings.

The chapter also explores Chaol’s personal reflections and relationships, particularly
his friendship with Dorian. Dorian’s subtle warning—“Treat her well”—and his
subsequent departure hint at underlying tensions and unspoken emotions. Chaol’s
internal struggle is palpable as he keeps his worries to himself, recognizing the
precariousness of his position. Meanwhile, Dorian’s guarded attitude and the mention
of the upcoming interrogation reveal the wider political unrest and the fragile alliances
within the court. Chaol’s silent observations emphasize his role as a protector caught
between duty and personal loyalty.



In the closing scenes, Chaol’s thoughts turn inward as he grapples with the
implications of the king’s plans and the secrets he’s keeping. He chooses not to
disclose what he knows to Celaena, fearing that revealing too much could worsen their
situation. As he leaves her sleeping peacefully, he contemplates the possibility of
betrayal and the dangerous tests of loyalty he faces. His resolve to protect Celaena
and Nehemia, even at great personal risk, underscores the chapter’s central themes of
loyalty, secrecy, and the looming threat of political violence. Ultimately, Chaol’s
internal conflict and determination set the tone for the escalating tensions ahead.



Chapter 27

In Chapter 27, Celaena begins her day alone, as Chaol has already left for his duties as
Captain of the Guard. She reflects on her weariness and indulges in daydreams of
peaceful, uninterrupted time with him. After a brief breakfast, she receives a coded list
from Archer, detailing men to be hunted, though she remains wary of betrayal. Her
interactions with Nehemia are strained, as she chooses to distance herself until
tempers cool, halting her plans to utilize Wyrdmarks for a secret mission. The chapter
underscores her cautious approach amidst ongoing political and personal tensions,
highlighting her strategic mindset and emotional vulnerability.

Later, Celaena spends her day tracking the individuals on Archer’s list in Rifthold,
eager to share her findings with Chaol. However, he fails to join her for dinner,
prompting her to seek him out in his chambers. Her concern deepens as she finds a
sealed note instead—an ominous message from her captors threatening Chaol’s life
unless she meets them at a designated warehouse in the slums. The note ignites a
fierce, icy rage within her, a “killing calm” that signals her readiness for vengeance.
Her resolve hardens, revealing her determination to confront her enemies and rescue
Chaol at any cost, emphasizing her lethal capabilities when pushed to the edge.

Meanwhile, Chaol’s situation is bleak, as he is chained and restrained by masked
captors in a clandestine location. He is subjected to threats and minimal treatment,
with no clear understanding of who has captured him or their motives. His injuries
suggest a recent brutal encounter, and he deduces that his captors are waiting for
some form of ransom or political leverage. Despite the pain and confusion, he remains
alert, contemplating the possibility of a political rebellion or rebellion-related
kidnapping. His reflections reveal his resilience and strategic thinking, even in
captivity, as he prepares for a potential confrontation and hopes for a rescue.



The chapter culminates with Chaol’s realization that his captors anticipate Celaena’s
arrival, and he fears the consequences if she is harmed. As he lies weakened, he warns
his captors that any harm to her will provoke his wrath, revealing his protective
instincts and unwavering loyalty. The chapter’s tension is heightened by the looming
threat of violence and the uncertainty of their fate. It underscores the dangerous
political landscape they navigate, setting the stage for a confrontation where personal
loyalties and survival instincts collide, emphasizing the themes of loyalty, vengeance,
and resilience.



Chapter 28

In Chapter 28 of "Crown of Midnight," the protagonist, Celaena, is driven by intense
rage and determination after her capture of Chaol. Knowing she is a weapon forged for
violence, her focus sharpens on rescuing him from the warehouse where he is held
captive. Her emotions fuel her stealthy approach through the city’s rooftops, where
she meticulously prepares herself with an arsenal of weapons, symbolizing her
readiness for combat. Her swift, calculated movements demonstrate her lethal skill
and unwavering resolve to confront her enemies directly, emphasizing her role as a
formidable assassin committed to protecting those she cares about.

As she reaches the warehouse, Celaena’s tactical acumen becomes evident. She
avoids the guards outside, recognizing their complacency, and silently infiltrates the
building by scaling the walls and entering through an open window. Her infiltration is
marked by precision and confidence, showcasing her experience and fearlessness.
Inside, she observes the heavily armed guards and archers stationed around Chaol,
chained and battered, heightening her urgency. Her understanding of the environment
allows her to plan her attack, knowing that a swift, decisive strike is necessary to
rescue Chaol and escape unscathed.

The chapter vividly describes her daring assault, where she leaps through the window
onto the mezzanine and immediately begins her attack. With deadly accuracy, she
throws daggers at the archers, taking them down before engaging the remaining
guards. Her combat style is ferocious and efficient, transforming her into a whirlwind of
steel and blood. Chaol, chained and helpless, watches her with a mixture of horror and
admiration, recognizing her as the relentless predator she has become. Her brutal
efficiency underscores her transformation into a lethal force, driven by her desire to
save Chaol and confront her enemies head-on.



The climax features her confrontation with the guards and the hooded men, where her
fearless aggression forces a standstill. Despite the chaos, she remains unyielding,
pointing her sword at the guard and demanding their surrender. The chapter ends with
a tense standoff, as a mysterious figure intervenes, urging the combatants to cease
fighting. Celaena’s unwavering determination, combined with her combat prowess and
strategic mindset, highlights her complex character—both a deadly assassin and a
protector willing to risk everything for those she loves, even amid violent chaos.



Chapter 29

In Chapter 29 of "Crown of Midnight," Celaena Sardothien races through the city
streets, desperately trying to reach Nehemia’s chambers before the assassin’s threat
materializes. Discarding her cloak and weapons to increase her speed, she pushes
herself to the limit amid the quiet, deserted streets. Her thoughts are consumed with
urgency and determination to protect her friend, contemplating who might be behind
the attack and how to thwart the threat. Her mind is tense with fear and resolve as she
nears the castle, knowing that time is running out and that failure could mean losing
Nehemia forever.

Celaena’s strategic instincts kick in as she avoids the heavily guarded main gates,
opting instead for a less monitored garden wall to make her way inside. Her physical
exertion is intense, and she scrambles over the wall with silent agility, driven by the
need to reach Nehemia’s room and ensure her safety. The moonlit snow and her
racing heartbeat emphasize the perilous nature of her mission. Her focus is
unwavering as she plans to barricade Nehemia and confront the assassin, vowing to
eliminate the threat and retaliate against anyone who harms her friend.

Upon entering the castle, Celaena’s urgency intensifies, and she disregards the guards
to reach Nehemia’s chambers swiftly. Her thoughts are filled with anger and
determination, as she intends to deal with whoever is responsible. Her encounter with
Dorian, who is present but unaware of her frantic rush, highlights her isolation and the
intensity of her mission. She is resolute in her purpose, driven by her role as an
assassin and her loyalty to Nehemia, refusing to let anything stand in her way. Her
mental and physical exhaustion underscores the gravity of her task.

The chapter culminates in a devastating discovery: Nehemia has been murdered.
Celaena bursts into the room to find blood everywhere—Nehemia’s bodyguards slain
with their throats cut, and Nehemia herself lying broken on the bed. The scene is



gruesome and tragic, marking the loss of her friend and ally. The muffled shouts from
outside the room suggest the threat is still imminent, but Celaena’s focus is fixed on
the horrific sight before her. Her grief and rage are palpable as she confronts the
brutal reality of Nehemia’s death, setting the stage for her next actions in the
aftermath of this devastating event.



Chapter 30

The chapter opens with Celaena standing over a brutalized, bloodied body,
overwhelmed by the sight of the mutilated remains and the scent of blood filling the
room. Her focus is on the death of Nehemia, a vibrant and courageous princess who
had been a symbol of hope for her people. The scene underscores her profound grief
and sense of guilt, as she laments her absence at the moment of Nehemia's death.
The atmosphere is tense and somber, emphasizing the tragic loss and the emotional
weight Celaena bears, highlighting her internal struggle amidst the chaos and violence
surrounding her.

As Celaena processes her grief, her attention is drawn to Dorian, the prince, whose
tears reveal his own anguish. She reaches out to him, her fingers trembling and
bloody, illustrating her connection to the loss and her own physical and emotional
scars. The scene intensifies as a voice behind her calls her name, signaling a betrayal.
Celaena recognizes that she has been betrayed by those she trusted, and her sense of
isolation deepens. Her realization that her enemies have orchestrated this betrayal
marks a pivotal moment, exposing the deep treachery that has unfolded around her.

The narrative then shifts to a fierce confrontation between Celaena and Chaol,
revealing her loss of composure and her descent into rage. She launches herself at
Chaol, attacking him with desperation and fury, driven by the betrayal and her grief.
The fight becomes brutal, with Celaena physically overpowering Chaol, her nails and
dagger threatening his life. Despite his attempts to restrain her and calm her down,
her rage is uncontrollable, and her actions are fueled by raw emotion and a sense of
betrayal. This violent encounter underscores her fractured state and the devastating
impact of the betrayal on her psyche.

In the climax, Chaol tries to appeal to her as her friend, but Celaena’s hatred and
sense of betrayal overpower her reason. She fiercely resists his words and attempts to



kill him, her grip on the dagger unrelenting. The scene culminates with her being
restrained as Ress intervenes, knocking her unconscious. Her struggle and the
violence depict her profound emotional turmoil and the loss of her former self. The
chapter ends with a sense of unresolved tension, as Celaena’s fractured mind and
body lie battered, emphasizing the tragic consequences of betrayal and grief, and
setting the stage for her future path.



Chapter 31

In Chapter 31, the narrative delves into the aftermath of a violent confrontation,
focusing on the emotional and physical toll on the characters. Dorian observes Chaol’s
grim determination as he takes Celaena to the castle dungeons, wary of Kaltain’s
unsettling expression and her manipulative presence. Chaol’s protective instincts are
evident as he meticulously searches for hidden weapons on Celaena, underscoring the
peril she faces. Meanwhile, Dorian grapples with grief over Nehemia’s death, the chaos
of recent events, and the unsettling realization of Celaena’s savage capabilities. The
chapter highlights the tension between loyalty, fear, and the haunting consequences
of violence.

The story then shifts to a tense exchange between Chaol and Dorian, revealing the
complex web of political intrigue, betrayal, and hidden motives. Chaol recounts his
harrowing experience of a rebel group attempting to manipulate him and the tragic
failure to save Nehemia. He discloses the king’s covert threats and the coded
messages surrounding Nehemia’s assassination, emphasizing the dangerous power
plays at work. Dorian listens intently, recognizing that behind the scenes, darker forces
are at play. The characters’ shared grief and helplessness grow as they confront the
brutal reality of their world, where enemies are cunning and violence is meticulously
orchestrated.

The chapter further explores Chaol’s internal conflict and sense of guilt, especially as
he reflects on the attack and the mysterious, almost supernatural speed of Celaena’s
escape. Chaol’s trembling and despair reveal the psychological toll of recent events,
while Dorian attempts to piece together the puzzle, noting the possible involvement of
his father. The dialogue underscores the uncertainty and suspicion that pervade their
environment. Chaol’s resolve to hold Celaena captive until she can prove her loyalty
underscores the fragile balance of trust and suspicion that defines their current



predicament. The scene emphasizes the peril that surrounds them and the stakes of
their ongoing struggle.

Finally, the chapter shifts to Celaena’s perspective in her cell, illustrating her mental
state and sense of detachment from her surroundings. Her repeated cycle of captivity
and violence is depicted as a relentless, tragic pattern. She reflects on her near-
murder of Chaol, the bloodstains on her hands, and her bitter resignation, hinting at
her internal conflict and desire for vengeance. Kaltain’s taunts deepen her despair,
revealing her inner turmoil and the weight of her actions. Celaena’s brutal honesty
about her intentions and her acknowledgment of her own darkness underscore her
tragic transformation, setting the stage for the ongoing struggle between her inner
demons and her quest for redemption.



Chapter 32

In Chapter 32 of *Crown of Midnight*, Celaena Sardothien awakens in her own bed,
fully aware that her recent ordeal has left her physically and emotionally drained. She
realizes that her sedatives are gone, signaling a return to consciousness after days of
darkness and captivity. The chapter underscores her sense of isolation, as she reflects
on the absence of her friends, particularly Nehemia, who was a source of wisdom and
companionship. The loss weighs heavily on her, and her surroundings seem stark and
cold compared to the warmth of her memories with Nehemia, highlighting her grief
and sense of vulnerability.

Celaena’s immediate environment reveals signs of her recent captivity, with her being
thoroughly cleaned and cared for, yet she remains emotionally unmoored. Fleetfoot,
her loyal dog, is present, providing a small comfort as she contemplates her feelings of
loss. Celaena’s thoughts drift to her bond with Nehemia, whom she adored deeply and
regarded as a kindred spirit. The chapter emphasizes the profound impact of
Nehemia’s death, which leaves Celaena feeling hollow and questioning her own worth,
especially as she mourns in silence and solitude.

A significant internal voice echoes in her mind, calling her a coward, reflecting her
inner torment and feelings of helplessness. She is overwhelmed by grief, compounded
by her absence from Nehemia’s funeral due to her own physical and emotional state.
Her inability to participate in the rites symbolizes her sense of guilt and regret,
intensifying her sense of powerlessness. The warm presence of the Eye of Elena offers
a faint solace, but it cannot fully ease her pain or fill the void left by her friend’s death.

The chapter concludes with Celaena’s refusal to leave her bed, choosing instead to
drown in her sorrow. She spends days in this state of withdrawal, avoiding her
responsibilities and the outside world. Her repeated decision to remain in bed
underscores her deep despair and the difficulty she faces in confronting her grief. This



introspective silence reveals her vulnerability and the emotional toll of her loss, setting
the stage for her ongoing internal struggle and the journey toward healing.



Chapter 33

The chapter opens with a vivid depiction of the oppressive conditions within the
Calaculla mines, emphasizing the suffocating heat and the brutal environment faced
by the enslaved workers. The protagonist, a young girl, reflects on her prolonged
suffering—six months of relentless labor—highlighting her unique endurance
compared to her family members who perished sooner. Her family’s history of
rebellion and loss is recounted, establishing her deep connection to the resistance
movement and her personal motivation to survive and fight against the tyranny of
Adarlan. The bleak setting underscores the harsh realities of her life and the stakes
involved in her ongoing struggle.

Throughout her arduous day-to-day existence, the girl remains mentally resilient,
holding onto hope and the distant prospect of freedom. She secretly listens to her
father and fellow rebels’ conversations about overthrowing Adarlan, with Princess
Nehemia’s efforts at the capital symbolizing hope and resistance. Her dreams of
reuniting with the sky and grasslands serve as powerful symbols of her longing for
liberation and normalcy. These thoughts sustain her through the grueling labor,
reinforcing her determination to endure and to honor her fallen loved ones by
continuing the fight for justice.

A pivotal moment occurs when she perceives a shift in the atmosphere within the
mines—a ripple of stillness, followed by cries of distress. This change is triggered by
the devastating news of Princess Nehemia’s assassination by Adarlan, which she hears
in passing. The revelation hits her hard, and she is overwhelmed with grief and anger.
Her immediate instinct is to confront her oppressors, but her tears betray her
vulnerability. Despite the fear of punishment, her resolve hardens as she silently
recites the names of her dead, affirming her commitment to remember and honor
them. This moment marks a turning point in her inner strength and her defiance



against her captors.

In the climax, she makes a conscious choice to resist her oppressors physically. As the
overseer prepares to punish her with his whip, she channels her grief and rage into a
final act of rebellion. Reciting her loved ones’ names aloud, she adds her own to the
list of the fallen and seizes the opportunity to strike back, swinging her ax into the
overseer’s gut. This act of violence symbolizes her refusal to accept her fate passively
and her unwavering determination to fight back against injustice. The chapter
concludes with her embracing her anger and hope, ready to continue her fight for
freedom, even in the face of immense suffering.



Chapter 34

In Chapter 34, the focus is on the emotional and physical aftermath of recent events,
particularly concerning Celaena’s fragile state. She has been confined to her
chambers, refusing to speak and barely eating, while sitting in front of the fire in a
state of silence and introspection. Ress reports her behavior to Chaol, who is deeply
troubled by her condition and the visible injuries he bears, symbolizing the toll of
recent conflicts. Chaol’s internal struggle is evident as he grapples with feelings of
guilt, helplessness, and the desire to reach out to her, but he recognizes the risks of
overstepping boundaries during her vulnerable state.

The chapter also highlights the tense political atmosphere surrounding the royal court.
Chaol is tasked with maintaining security and order amid rising unrest and the fallout
from Nehemia’s death. He orders guards to monitor Celaena’s movements, aware that
she may leave her chambers to confront her grief or seek answers. Chaol’s sense of
loss is palpable; her absence leaves a hollow space in his life, yet he is painfully aware
of the emotional and social barriers that prevent him from bridging the chasm between
them. His thoughts reveal a mixture of love, loyalty, and frustration, underscoring the
complicated nature of their relationship amid the chaos.

Meanwhile, Dorian’s perspective offers insight into the political tensions and his own
internal struggles. He is concerned about the fragile security of the castle and the
political repercussions of recent events, including the death of Nehemia. Dorian’s
interactions with Roland and other nobles reflect the delicate balancing act he must
perform to maintain stability. His internal conflict is intensified by the mysterious
power within him, which he struggles to control. The incident where he nearly
intervened to save Celaena from killing Nehemia highlights his desperation and the
dangerous potential of this unseen force, leaving him questioning his own sanity and
the true nature of his abilities.



The chapter concludes with Dorian’s introspection about the mysterious power he feels
stirring within him, which he fears might be linked to the trauma of Nehemia’s death
and the loss of her support. His attempt to control this magic is fraught with
frustration, as he grapples with the possibility that he might be losing his grip on
reality. Meanwhile, Celaena’s return to her solitude by the fire symbolizes her attempt
to process her grief and the emotional scars she bears. Her thoughts hint at a desire to
erase any trace of her past connection with Dorian, seeking only to be free from the
memories that threaten her stability. The chapter ends on a note of quiet reflection,
emphasizing the internal and external conflicts each character faces.



Chapter 35

In Chapter 35, Celaena undertakes a covert mission that involves stealth and careful
planning. Disguised in her darkest attire and masked to conceal her identity, she
meticulously removes all traces of her presence from her chambers, knowing her
movements are being watched. Her familiarity with the castle’s secret passages allows
her to descend unerringly into the tomb, where she intends to steal an object of
significant value. Her actions are driven by a sense of urgency and resolve, as she
prepares to confront a dangerous situation without relying on light or assistance,
emphasizing her skills as an assassin and her determination to achieve her goals.

The chapter shifts to Celaena’s infiltration into Rifthold’s underground world, where
she seeks information about Grave, a notorious assassin responsible for Nehemia’s
death. Moving through the grim and squalid streets of the slums, she remains
unperturbed by the chaos around her, her face hidden beneath her mask. Her
destination is the Vaults, a notorious den of criminals and cutthroats, where whispers
of her target’s whereabouts can be uncovered. Her intent is clear: to locate Grave and
gather intelligence, knowing that the information she gains could be crucial in her
quest for justice and revenge.

Celaena’s journey into the Vaults reveals her strategic and ruthless nature. She
navigates the dangerous environment with ease, paying a fee to gain entry into the
underground network. Her focus is solely on her objective, disregarding the depravity
surrounding her, including the fighting pits and the illicit dealings that thrive in this
shadowy realm. Her familiarity with the place and her ability to blend into the chaos
highlight her experience and professionalism as an assassin. Her presence in the
Vaults demonstrates her willingness to confront the darker aspects of her world to find
the answers she desperately seeks.



The chapter concludes with Celaena’s subtle interaction with the bar’s barkeep, where
she continues her reconnaissance under the guise of anonymity. Her careful
concealment of her identity underscores her cautious approach, aware that even in
this den of vice, she must remain vigilant. As she prepares to gather information about
Grave, her determination is palpable. Her actions reflect a calculated balance of
stealth, strength, and patience, all essential traits for her to succeed in her dangerous
mission and ultimately bring justice for Nehemia.



Chapter 36

In Chapter 36 of "Crown of Midnight," Celaena Sardothien dramatically confronts the
political tension within the royal court by entering the council room with a severed
head in hand, immediately capturing everyone’s attention. Her bold and startling
entrance shifts the atmosphere from debate to chaos, as she presents the head of a
man with a familiar face, hinting at her involvement in violent retribution. Her calm
demeanor and brazen attitude challenge the authority of the king and his advisors,
revealing her as a fierce and unpredictable force willing to confront treachery head-on.
This act of intimidation underscores her role as a dangerous and uncompromising
assassin.

Celaena’s confrontation with Minister Mullison unfolds as she accuses him of
orchestrating an assassination attempt related to Princess Nehemia’s death. She
reveals a piece of jewelry belonging to Nehemia as evidence, implying Mullison’s guilt
and warning him to cover his tracks better. Her taunts and the presentation of
evidence expose the web of political intrigue and betrayal within the court, suggesting
that the minister’s actions are part of a larger scheme. Despite her brutal methods, her
words suggest she is motivated by a desire to expose corruption and protect those she
cares about, even if her tactics are extreme and morally ambiguous.

The chapter also highlights the tense relationship between Celaena and Chaol, who is
visibly distressed by her reckless actions. Chaol’s attempt to restrain her and his
concern about her safety reflect the complex dynamic between them, as her daring
maneuvers threaten to ignite further conflict. Dorian’s perspective adds another layer
of unease; he observes the transformation in Celaena, noting a loss of the girl he once
loved, replaced by a merciless avenger. The scene culminates with the king rewarding
her efforts, yet the underlying threat of violence and power struggles remain palpable,
casting a shadow over the court’s stability.



In the final scenes, Celaena’s relentless pursuit of justice extends beyond the court.
She visits Archer, who is injured and hesitant to reveal the truth about the king’s plans.
Her confrontation with him is tense and emotional, as she demands answers about the
conspiracy and the movement behind the assassination attempts. Archer’s admission
of distrust and his cautious honesty underscore the dangerous and uncertain political
landscape. As she prepares to wash off the blood and secrets, Celaena’s unwavering
resolve to uncover the truth and confront her enemies remains central, setting the
stage for further conflict and revelations.



Chapter 37

The chapter begins with Celaena confronting the aftermath of Nehemia’s death, as she
finds herself alone in the room where her friend’s body was laid. The room has been
cleaned of blood and gore, indicating that others are handling Nehemia’s remains, but
Celaena’s grief and rage make her hesitant to let strangers touch her belongings. She
contemplates whether to leave Nehemia’s possessions untouched or to pack them
herself, revealing her deep emotional attachment and her struggle to process her loss.
This moment underscores her vulnerability and the weight of her grief, setting the tone
for her internal turmoil.

In her grief, Celaena’s impulsive destruction of her clothing symbolizes her attempt to
purge her pain and memories associated with Nehemia. She burns dresses that remind
her of their shared moments, especially the gown from the night of Chaol’s birthday,
which she destroys in her anguish. Philippa’s intervention to help her acquire new
clothes highlights a moment of care amidst her chaos. Carefully, Celaena packs
Nehemia’s belongings, trying to avoid dwelling on the memories attached to each
item, emphasizing her struggle to confront her loss and the desire to hold onto her
past while moving forward.

As she searches Nehemia’s desk and reviews her belongings, Celaena uncovers a
collection of scribbled papers, Wyrdmarks, and a damaged book from Davis’s office.
Her discovery of the writings, especially the cryptic Wyrdmarks and the note that says,
“Do not trust,” raises suspicions about Nehemia’s secrets and her possible
involvement with clandestine groups. The realization that Nehemia may have lied
about her knowledge of certain matters, including the riddle and the tomb, deepens
the mystery surrounding her death and motives. Celaena’s curiosity and suspicion
grow as she pieces together the potential deception behind her friend’s actions.



The chapter culminates with Celaena visiting the tomb, illuminated by moonlight,
where she notices another eye-shaped object—Damaris, the Sword of Truth—aligned
with the eye in the wall. Her discovery of the sword and the inscription “It is only with
the eye that one can see rightly” leads her to realize that the answers she seeks are
hidden in plain sight. Using the sword as a tool, she aligns it with the wall and peeks
through the eye-shaped pommel, revealing a long poem etched on the wall. This
moment signifies her turning point—recognizing that understanding and truth require
perception beyond mere sight, and that the clues she needs are intertwined with the
mysteries of the tomb and her own journey.



Chapter 38

In Chapter 38 of "Crown of Midnight," Celaena Sardothien spends a contemplative
morning in a familiar, snowy field near the palace, accompanied by her loyal dog
Fleetfoot. The scene underscores her feelings of loneliness and resignation, as
Fleetfoot patiently waits for someone who will never return. Celaena’s internal struggle
is evident as she grapples with the realization that a loved one, likely her friend
Nehemia, is gone forever. Her act of throwing the stick symbolizes her frustration and
despair, while her quiet acknowledgment that “She’s never coming back” reveals her
deep sense of loss and emotional numbness.

Meanwhile, Dorian Havilliard is engaged in a fruitless search through the library for any
magical texts, reflecting his growing frustration with the limited knowledge available.
His discovery of Celaena in the library, dressed in a new outfit, marks a moment of
subtle tension and familiarity between the two characters. Celaena’s presence in the
library appears casual but carries underlying emotional weight, as she seeks a simple
walk amid her complex feelings. Their interaction hints at a layered relationship, with
Dorian sensing her emotional state and trying to maintain a delicate balance of
conversation and support.

The chapter also explores Fleetfoot’s mischievousness as she causes chaos in the
library, retrieving a scroll and running off, which adds a touch of levity amidst the
darker themes. Celaena’s quick thinking and her attempt to divert attention
demonstrate her resourcefulness and her desire to maintain normalcy despite her
inner turmoil. Dorian’s concern over the lost scroll underscores the importance of trust
and the potential consequences of their actions, highlighting the tension between their
personal struggles and their roles within the palace.

Toward the end, Celaena’s moment of genuine smile and her apology for recent
behavior reveal her attempt to reconnect with her true self, despite the emotional



scars she bears. Dorian’s understanding and silent support emphasize the deepening
bond between them, hinting at mutual understanding and unspoken feelings. The
chapter concludes with a sense of quiet resilience, as both characters confront their
inner conflicts while navigating the complexities of loyalty, loss, and the search for
hope in a turbulent world.



Chapter 39

In Chapter 39 of "Crown of Midnight," Celaena is depicted observing Archer's
townhouse from a concealed vantage point, wary of the clandestine gathering inside.
She reflects on her conflicted feelings about her involvement with Archer and his
movement, recognizing the complex ties to Nehemia, who was part of this secretive
group. Despite her desire to distance herself, she grapples with her sense of loyalty
and the necessity of her covert mission, which involves monitoring Archer's activities
and the people attending his gatherings. The snowstorm adds a layer of tension and
obscurity, reinforcing her cautious approach as she assesses the scene unfolding
before her.

The chapter details Celaena’s detailed surveillance of the gathering, identifying
familiar faces among the cloaked guests and noting unfamiliar ones, including a young
guard she recognizes from a previous encounter. She observes the interactions of the
guards and the movements of key individuals, especially a tall, armed young man who
appears to be a significant figure in the gathering. Her observations hint at underlying
tensions and secret dealings, as she notes Archer’s dismissive attitude towards this
young man, culminating in a heated exchange outside Archer’s house. The scene
underscores the dangerous, covert nature of these clandestine meetings and
Celaena’s role as an outsider trying to piece together the mystery.

Later, Celaena’s internal conflict deepens as she contemplates her emotional
detachment and exhaustion from her ongoing missions. She considers trailing the
young stranger, but her focus remains on monitoring Archer’s departure, especially as
she prepares to execute her plan involving a fake corpse for the king. Her sense of
disillusionment grows as she recognizes the toll her actions are taking on her, feeling
increasingly disconnected from her previous motivations and relationships. Her
weariness is compounded by her awareness of the risks involved and her uncertain



future once her current objectives are accomplished.

The chapter concludes with Celaena visiting Dorian’s tower, where she contemplates
her interactions with the prince. Her arrival is marked by a sense of hesitation and
introspection, as she debates whether to accept his invitation for dinner. Dorian’s cozy,
somewhat shabby tower contrasts with her expectations of grandeur, providing a
moment of respite and normalcy amidst her turbulent life. Their conversation reveals a
shared bond, tinged with underlying tension, as Celaena appreciates the rare moments
of laughter and connection. This scene emphasizes her emotional fatigue and longing
for genuine human interaction, even if it feels conflicted or misplaced in her current
state.



Chapter 40

In Chapter 40 of "Crown of Midnight," Celaena Sardothien cautiously approaches a
traveling carnival, seeking information from Baba Yellowlegs, a reputed witch.
Disguised and blending in with carnival workers, she values her anonymity to gather
intelligence without attracting undue attention. Her observation of the bustling scene
and her careful preparation underscore her strategic mindset as she navigates this
dangerous environment. Her intent is to uncover truths about the tomb’s riddles and
potentially gain insight into the mysterious magic at play, all while maintaining her
cover amidst the lively chaos of the carnival.

Celaena’s interaction with Yellowlegs is tense and layered with subtle threats. The
witch, known for her prophetic gifts, recognizes Celaena’s true identity and questions
her real name, implying that her abilities are well-known and feared. Celaena, guarded
and wary, offers a false name and attempts to steer the conversation toward more
meaningful questions. The exchange reveals the high stakes involved—Yellowlegs’s
reputation for revealing secrets and the potential danger of her knowledge—prompting
Celaena to negotiate payment for her questions, especially concerning Prince Dorian
and the prince’s secrets.

Yellowlegs’s response is shrewd and opportunistic, hinting at her ability to see into the
prince’s future and her willingness to barter with Celaena for information. Celaena,
aware of the risks, pays her six gold coins, knowing that revealing or concealing
certain truths could have serious consequences. She carefully inspects the witch’s
caravan, noting the traps and defensive measures in place, which reflects her
meticulous nature and readiness for any threat. Her decision to pay for the answers
underscores her pragmatic approach to acquiring vital intelligence while safeguarding
her own secrets.



Inside the caravan, the atmosphere shifts to one of illusion and deception. The room is
filled with mirrors of various shapes and sizes, creating a disorienting maze that blurs
reality and illusion. Celaena’s suspicion that the environment is a trick is confirmed as
she notices the strange, shifting reflections and the labyrinthine layout. Despite the
carnival’s superficial tricks, she recognizes that the knowledge Yellowlegs claims to
possess is genuine and potentially dangerous. Her cautious curiosity drives her to
proceed carefully, aware that the mirrors and illusions serve as both a physical and
mental barrier to uncovering hidden truths.



Chapter 41

In Chapter 41 of "Crown of Midnight," the scene opens with Chaol and Dorian
observing the dismantling of a carnival, symbolizing a temporary respite before
returning to the realities of court life and political duties. Chaol’s primary concern
revolves around Celaena, whose true identity and origins remain shrouded in mystery.
His investigation into her noble lineage reveals no clear connection to Sardothien,
prompting him to consider the possibility that her family might have been entirely
wiped out. Despite his efforts to uncover her background, Chaol finds himself no closer
to understanding her true identity, highlighting the ongoing tension between his
loyalty and his desire to protect her.

The chapter also explores the complex relationship dynamics among the characters,
especially Chaol, Dorian, and Celaena. Dorian’s casual yet pointed remarks about
Celaena’s well-being and her recent actions suggest that she is coping with her
circumstances, but also that she maintains a degree of independence and mystery.
Dorian’s subtle hints about his own feelings and the unspoken tension between him
and Chaol reveal underlying romantic and emotional conflicts. Dorian’s candid
admission about his awareness of Chaol’s feelings for Celaena underscores the
emotional stakes and the unspoken loyalties that influence their interactions.

Further, the narrative delves into Dorian’s reflections on his familial obligations and
political responsibilities, particularly regarding his father and the possibility of
returning to Anielle. Chaol’s resistance to leaving, motivated by his concern for
Celaena, emphasizes his internal conflict and sense of duty. Dorian’s insight into
Chaol’s loyalty and his own feelings for Celaena adds depth to their characters,
revealing the personal sacrifices and unspoken desires that drive their decisions. The
chapter highlights how loyalty, love, and duty intertwine, complicating their choices
and foreshadowing future conflicts.



The chapter shifts to a tense, action-packed confrontation with Celaena’s daring
escape from captivity. Despite her injuries and the loss of her weapons, she
demonstrates resilience and resourcefulness, fighting back fiercely against her
captors. Her quick thinking and combat skills—honed through harsh training—allow her
to break free from the chains and confront her enemies with determination. The vivid
depiction of her struggle underscores her strength and survival instincts, setting the
stage for her ongoing fight against those who seek to control or destroy her. The
chapter ends with her assessing the danger posed by Yellowlegs and her resolve to
find a weapon potent enough to turn the tide in her favor.



Chapter 42

In Chapter 42 of *Crown of Midnight*, the narrative shifts between Celaena’s tense
encounters with Mort and Chaol’s discovery of her secret. Mort teases Celaena about
her recent actions, recognizing her as the Witch Slayer and noting her wounds from
Yellowlegs. Mort reveals the significance of her marks, indicating she has been marked
by a witch and potentially risking her safety due to her killing of Baba Yellowlegs, a
powerful witch leader. The chapter underscores the dangerous political and magical
alliances that still exist beneath the surface, highlighting the ongoing threat posed by
the witch clans and their loyalty to ancient oaths, which may soon be activated upon
Yellowlegs’s death.

Celaena’s investigation into the tomb’s riddles and the mysterious Wyrdkeys
underscores her quest to understand the king’s dark power. She contemplates the
potential threat if the king possesses one or more of these keys, which could grant him
immense and possibly destructive power. Her discovery of the riddle and the clues
about Wyrdgates deepen her sense of unease, as she begins to grasp the magnitude
of what is at stake. Despite her exhaustion, her determination to uncover the truth
drives her to seek an ancient book in the library catacombs, aiming to find a spell that
might unlock the secrets she needs. Her focus remains on understanding and possibly
thwarting the king’s plans, even as the danger intensifies.

Meanwhile, Chaol’s perspective reveals a moment of personal vulnerability and
revelation. Wandering into Celaena’s cluttered quarters, he notices strange symbols
reminiscent of her past and the mark burned on her forehead, hinting at deeper
connections to her history. His curiosity is piqued when he finds her will, signed before
Nehemia’s death, which leaves her entire estate to him, along with a request to
consider giving some assets to Philippa. This gesture signifies her trust and affection,
but also hints at her awareness of her own mortality and the precariousness of their



situation. Chaol’s emotional response underscores the complex relationship between
them, layered with loyalty, love, and unspoken fears.

The chapter concludes with Chaol’s realization of Celaena’s sacrificial gesture. Her
decision to leave him her wealth is not just an act of generosity but a strategic move,
ensuring he has security if he is ever dismissed or forced to confront harsh realities.
Her comment about him falling back on her assets if he is sacked reveals her
understanding of his vulnerabilities and her desire to protect him in her own way. The
chapter ends with a sense of foreboding, as Chaol contemplates the implications of her
will and the dangerous political landscape they navigate. Celaena’s actions and the
secrets she keeps hint at the greater stakes involved, setting the stage for the coming
conflicts.



Chapter 43

In Chapter 43 of *Crown of Midnight*, Celaena is depicted grappling with profound
grief and emotional turmoil. She stands in the gaming room, hesitating before a
pianoforte she hasn’t played in weeks, haunted by the recent death of Nehemia. Her
reluctance to engage with music symbolizes her inner pain and sense of loss, as she
remembers Nehemia’s absence and the void it creates. The chapter emphasizes her
struggle to process her grief, reflecting on how she cannot simply seal away her
sorrow like she did with her other loved ones, such as Sam. Her silence and inaction at
the piano highlight her emotional state and sense of being overwhelmed.

Later, Celaena’s curiosity leads her to explore a mysterious, forgotten part of the
library. She discovers a hidden staircase and finds *The Walking Dead*, a spellbook
that appears to unlock any door. Her excitement is tinged with caution as she
memorizes a spell, recognizing the dangerous power concealed within the book. She
reflects on the secretive nature of the magic and the reasons why Nehemia’s family
and the King of Adarlan kept such power hidden. Her decision to experiment with the
spell reveals her determination to uncover hidden truths and her willingness to take
risks in her pursuit of knowledge and justice.

As she descends into the depths of the library’s secret chambers, Celaena encounters
a labyrinth of locked iron doors and a long, dusty corridor. She uses her magic to
unlock a sealed door, revealing a cold, silent hall filled with numerous locked
chambers. Her cautious exploration suggests she is searching for crucial information or
objects related to the King’s dark dealings, including potential Wyrdkeys. Her
observations of the eerie, deserted environment evoke a sense of foreboding,
emphasizing the dangerous secrets hidden within the library’s depths, and her resolve
to uncover the truth despite the risks involved.



The chapter ends with Celaena reaching a final, unmarked door at the end of the
corridor, which also appears locked but subtly invites her to open it. This moment
signifies a pivotal point in her investigation, hinting at a significant discovery or
confrontation awaiting her beyond. Her careful approach underscores her cautious yet
determined nature, as she prepares to face whatever secrets or dangers lie behind this
last barrier. The scene sets the stage for further revelations, emphasizing her
resilience and commitment to uncovering the truth behind the King’s secretive and
ominous activities.



Chapter 44

In Chapter 44 of *Crown of Midnight*, Dorian becomes intrigued by Celaena’s
mysterious actions as she explores the ancient catacombs beneath the library. He
observes her entering a hidden spiral staircase, driven by curiosity and concern,
especially since her behavior—such as carrying a sword and braiding her
hair—indicates she’s preparing for a confrontation. Following her discreetly, Dorian’s
suspicions grow as he notices her rummaging through old, discarded parchment and
books, hinting at her search for secrets hidden within the labyrinthine underground
passages. His unease intensifies when he senses that she’s delving into something
dangerous and possibly linked to the dark history of the place.

As Celaena ventures deeper into the clock tower’s forgotten corridors, she encounters
remnants of a long-forgotten past—destroyed cells, extinguished torches, and a
foreboding darkness that seems almost alive. Her focus shifts to uncovering what lies
beneath the surface, especially the connection between the tower’s construction and
the mysterious, ancient powers at play. She recognizes that the structure’s origins are
intertwined with the king’s dark deeds, hinting at the use of forbidden materials like
obsidian, which are associated with divine prohibition and fear. Her investigation
reveals that the clock tower was built with ominous intent, possibly to contain or
harness otherworldly forces, and that the keys to these secrets are far larger and more
dangerous than she initially believed.

Meanwhile, Celaena’s escape from the haunted clock tower becomes a frantic effort to
avoid unseen threats lurking in the shadows. She recalls the deadly encounters with
the dead and the warnings about the eight guardians within the tower, emphasizing
the perilous landscape she navigates. Her physical and mental strain is evident as she
pushes through the dark, determined to uncover the truth but wary of the unseen
entities that seem to track her every move. Her use of her amulet’s faint glow and her



careful marking of her path highlight her strategic approach to survival amid the
oppressive darkness and lurking danger.

In the climax of her exploration, Celaena encounters a mysterious, imprisoned
creature—an entity that has been forgotten and mistreated, yet now aware and
capable of feeding and hunting. This creature’s history of being locked away, its
knowledge of marks and doors, and its potential link to her own past and the tower’s
dark secrets suggest a complex web of betrayal and ancient magic. As she senses its
presence and the threat it poses, her awareness grows that her actions have set in
motion a dangerous chain of events. The chapter ends on a tense note, with Celaena
confronting the darkness both around her and within herself, emphasizing the
overarching themes of power, secrecy, and the costs of uncovering forbidden truths.



Chapter 45

In Chapter 45 of *Crown of Midnight*, Celaena Sardothien is consumed by urgency and
exhaustion as she rushes through the dungeon without pause, driven by a sense of
betrayal and fear. Her thoughts reveal her suspicion that she has been manipulated,
especially concerning Kaltain’s disappearance and her own unwelcome captivity. The
chapter emphasizes her growing awareness of the sinister plans surrounding her,
including the potential use of her as a pawn in broader magical schemes involving the
Wyrdkeys. Her physical and emotional exhaustion underscores her determination to
uncover the truth, despite the risks and her own weariness.

The narrative delves into the mysterious disappearance of Kaltain, who was taken to
Morath to become the duke’s wife, hinting at darker motives behind her abduction.
Celaena’s concern deepens as she recognizes the dangerous implications of these
events, especially considering the ominous whispers about the creature Roland has
become and the worsening headaches that plague him. These physical symptoms
suggest a connection to the dark magic at play, and Celaena questions the true nature
of the beings and magic involved, sensing that they are more than they appear.

Further, Celaena investigates the hidden library catacombs, observing the damaged
Wyrdmarks and the sealed door that conceals deeper secrets. Her attempt to access
the chamber reveals that the door is heavily warded and impenetrable, symbolizing
the barriers to understanding the full scope of the king’s dark plans. Her restless
curiosity and the ominous atmosphere highlight her growing awareness of the
dangerous power the king seeks to harness, including the potential threat posed by
the Wyrdkeys and the creatures they can control.

In the closing moments, Celaena reflects on the perilous situation she faces and the
magnitude of the threat posed by the king’s ambitions. She notices the blood at the
sealed door, linking it to her own investigations and the danger lurking within. Her



discovery of a scribbled note referencing “Time’s Rift” hints at a crucial clue to solving
the ancient mysteries that could hold the key to stopping the king’s destructive plans.
The chapter ends with her resolve to piece together these secrets, knowing that the
fate of Erilea hangs in the balance.



Chapter 46

In Chapter 46 of "Crown of Midnight," Celaena discovers that a crucial inscription is an
anagram, revealing a hidden message tied to the Wyrdkeys. She uncovers that the
first Wyrdkey is concealed within Elena’s crown, specifically in a secret compartment
beneath the jewel. As she examines the crown under moonlight, her trepidation grows,
realizing the significance of this discovery and contemplating the dangerous power it
holds. The chapter emphasizes her cautious approach and inner conflict about whether
to destroy, hide, or use the key, highlighting the high stakes involved in her quest.

The chapter delves into Mort’s revelations about the history of the Wyrdkeys, revealing
that the current king found the first key at a young age and has been using its power
for his own purposes. Mort explains that the king’s exploration of forbidden places and
reading of ancient texts led him to discover the key’s location. This newfound
knowledge confirms suspicions about the king’s manipulations and his potential
possession of the other keys. Mort’s insights deepen the mystery surrounding the keys
and their role in controlling the Wyrdgate, a portal linking realms.

Further, Celaena considers the implications of the king’s mastery over the Wyrdkeys,
especially his use of them to suppress magic across the realm. She realizes that the
king’s control over the keys could enable him to dominate or enslave other worlds, and
that the cessation of magic correlates with his conquest. The discussion raises the
possibility that the king may only have one key, as possessing all three would grant
him immense power. This prompts her to contemplate her next moves—whether to
pursue the remaining keys or to find alternative ways to thwart his plans.

In the final reflection, Celaena’s grief over Nehemia’s death intensifies her resolve. She
considers the possibility of summoning a portal to communicate with Nehemia’s spirit,
inspired by the spells Cain used to open temporary gateways. Her longing to speak
with her friend and uncover the location of the remaining keys fuels her determination.



This chapter highlights her internal struggle, blending hope with despair, as she
grapples with the dangerous knowledge she possesses and the potential to reach out
beyond death. Her resolve to find the keys and protect her realm remains unshaken,
despite the overwhelming darkness.



Chapter 47

In Chapter 47, Celaena meticulously works on a magical ritual, drawing precise
Wyrdmarks on a wall using her blood to create an archway that functions as a portal.
The act is fraught with danger, as the symbols must be flawlessly executed for the
spell to succeed. She recognizes that the power embedded in blood is essential for
harnessing the magic, referencing Cain’s ability to summon creatures and gain
strength through dark means. Her focus underscores the perilous nature of this magic,
which can warp reality and individuals alike, highlighting the dangerous allure of such
forbidden power.

The chapter reveals Celaena’s attempt to contact Nehemia through the portal, using
an ancient spell that involves speaking in an unknown language and channeling her
own blood. As she recites the incantation, the symbols glow green, and the stones
darken, indicating that the spell has worked. However, what appears on the other side
is a void, a dark emptiness that leaves her questioning whether she has truly reached
Nehemia or some other realm. Her hope is tinged with uncertainty as she waits for a
response from the other side, her desperation palpable.

When the portal stabilizes, Celaena sees a shimmering figure—Nehemia—whose face
is clear despite her body fracturing with inner light. Nehemia’s apparition appears to
be on the threshold of crossing into her world, but she remains on the other side of the
portal, warning Celaena sternly not to open it again. Nehemia’s final words serve as a
warning about the dangers of meddling with such realms, emphasizing that opening
the portal again could be fatal. Her farewell is emotional, layered with a mixture of
love, regret, and resolve, as she chooses to walk into the darkness rather than risk
further harm.

The chapter concludes with a poignant farewell, as Nehemia disappears into the void,
leaving Celaena devastated and filled with remorse. Her pleas for her friend to return



are met with silence, and the realization that Nehemia’s presence was fleeting leaves
her in despair. Archer’s arrival underscores the gravity of the moment, as he witnesses
the aftermath of the ritual and the loss of Nehemia. The chapter ends with a sense of
foreboding, as Celaena grapples with the consequences of her actions and the
realization of the dangerous boundaries she has crossed.



Chapter 48

In Chapter 48 of "Crown of Midnight," Celaena confronts Archer with immediate
suspicion and suspicion, drawing her weapon and demanding to know his purpose.
Archer reveals that he has been tracking her for weeks, having gained access through
Nehemia’s guidance after her death. As tensions escalate, Celaena notices a sinister
tattoo on Archer’s wrist—an indication of his true allegiance and a warning to distrust
him. Her instinct to protect the secret portal and her own safety drives her to act
cautiously, recognizing that Archer’s presence in this forbidden space signifies deeper,
dangerous motives.

Celaena’s suspicion deepens as she uncovers Archer’s knowledge of the Wyrdkeys and
the riddles that lead to them. Archer’s obsession with the keys and his desire to
overthrow the king highlight a complex web of political intrigue and moral ambiguity.
Despite Archer’s claims of wanting to use the keys for good, Celaena perceives his true
intent as destructive and reckless. Her guarded questions reveal her awareness of the
importance of secrecy and her fears about the potential devastation if these powerful
artifacts fall into the wrong hands.

The dialogue between Celaena and Archer exposes their conflicting motivations and
shared history of trauma and betrayal. Archer’s argument that the keys should be
used to punish the tyrannical king contrasts sharply with Celaena’s moral stance
against wielding such destructive power. She contemplates the possibility of
destroying the keys altogether, emphasizing her belief that some powers are too
dangerous to be used, even for revenge or justice. Their exchange reveals deep-rooted
mistrust, as each recognizes that the other’s plans could lead to chaos and ruin.

In the final moments of the chapter, Celaena reflects on her past and her complex
feelings towards Archer, rooted in their shared experiences of exploitation and
hardship. She recognizes that both of them have been manipulated and used by



powerful figures like Arobynn and Clarisse. Her emotional confession underscores her
understanding of Archer’s perspective, even as she remains committed to her moral
stance. The chapter concludes with a bittersweet acknowledgment of their intertwined
fates, hinting at the difficult choices ahead and the nuanced morality that underpins
their actions.



Chapter 49

In Chapter 49 of *Crown of Midnight*, the scene unfolds amidst a fierce battle with a
demon and a mysterious portal. Celaena, having been struck unconscious after an
initial attack, awakens to chaos, with Chaol and Dorian engaged in a desperate fight
against the creature. The demon’s long, jagged nails and relentless assault threaten
their lives, forcing the characters to confront the immediate danger of the supernatural
threat. Dorian demonstrates his extraordinary power by unleashing raw magic that
temporarily repels the demon, revealing the depth of his concealed abilities. The
urgency to close the portal intensifies as the characters realize that its persistence
could lead to more monsters spilling into their world.

The chapter emphasizes the critical importance of sealing the portal to prevent further
chaos. Celaena recognizes that the spell or device needed to close it is contained
within a book held by Archer, who is panicked and fleeing with it. Her attempt to
retrieve the book is thwarted by Archer’s escape, highlighting the peril of relying on
others in high-stakes moments. Meanwhile, Chaol valiantly fights to hold off the
demon, knowing that the only hope lies in reaching the stone door above and locking
the creature away. The characters’ strategic decisions become a race against time,
with the looming threat of additional demons and the potential collapse of their
defenses.

As the conflict escalates, chaos reaches a new level when Fleetfoot, a wounded
companion, is dragged through the portal by the demon. Chaol’s heroic effort to save
her is thwarted as the creature seizes her injured leg and pulls her into the abyss.
Driven by desperation, Chaol leaps through the portal after Fleetfoot, risking
everything for her safety. Celaena, witnessing the tragic moment, is overwhelmed with
fear and determination, sprinting down the hall to reach her friends before the portal
closes entirely. The chapter captures the raw emotion and peril of their fight for



survival, emphasizing their unwavering resolve amid overwhelming odds.

In the final moments, Celaena’s fierce resolve is on full display as she rushes to rescue
Chaol and Fleetfoot from the demon’s clutches. Chaol, injured and exhausted, shields
Fleetfoot with his bare hands, while the demon looms over them. With the portal
closing and the threat of more demons looming, Celaena unleashes her inner strength,
fighting back against the monstrous threat. Her actions underscore her growth and
determination to protect her friends at all costs. The chapter concludes with a tense
sense of uncertainty, as the characters face the aftermath of their battle and the
ongoing danger posed by the demon and the unstable portal.



Chapter 50

In Chapter 50 of "Crown of Midnight," the protagonist, Celaena, experiences a
profound transformation marked by intense pain and a surge of uncontrollable magic.
As her features shift and her powers ignite, she plunges into a well of raw, savage
energy, which manifests as destructive fire. This moment signifies a pivotal shift, with
her heightened senses revealing a world that feels fundamentally wrong, compelling
her to prioritize her allies' safety over her own escape. Her internal struggle is
intertwined with her fierce resolve to protect Chaol and Fleetfoot, illustrating her
unwavering commitment amidst overwhelming chaos.

The confrontation with the demon demonstrates Celaena’s formidable power and
strategic resolve. She faces the creature directly, challenging it with Damaris, her
sacred sword, infused with her own magic, which crackles with lightning. The demon,
intelligent and swift, tests her limits, forcing her to harness her full strength. In a
desperate bid to contain the threat, she unleashes a powerful blast of wildfire, and
with a final act of desperation, she collapses part of the ground beneath the demon.
Her actions are driven by a need to protect her friends and buy time for their escape
through the portal before it closes, emphasizing her role as a protector and warrior.

As the portal begins to destabilize, Celaena’s magic wanes, forcing her into her mortal
form. Chaol and Dorian arrive just in time to pull her through the collapsing gateway,
leaving behind the chaos of the demon’s domain. The scene underscores the peril they
face, with the landscape transformed into a crater and the creature vanished.
Celaena’s physical weakness contrasts with her earlier display of immense power,
highlighting her vulnerability and the toll her magic takes. The urgency to close the
portal becomes evident, as the threat of more demons pouring through looms,
heightening the stakes for the group.



In the aftermath, the characters grapple with the consequences of their actions.
Chaol’s urgent command to close the portal reveals the immediate danger, while
Dorian’s willingness to use his blood to help seal the gateway underscores their
collective desperation. Celaena’s revelation about discovering a spellbook and
inadvertently altering a symbol hints at the fragile nature of her magic and the
uncertainty surrounding her knowledge. The chapter ends with a tense atmosphere, as
they confront the realization that the portal’s closure is not guaranteed, and the threat
of further invasion persists, leaving their fate hanging in the balance.



Chapter 51

In Chapter 51 of "Crown of Midnight," Celaena Sardothien confronts the remnants of
her past and her enemies as she navigates the dangerous sewer tunnels. Despite her
Fae senses being extinguished, she remains attuned to Archer’s presence, driven by
the scent of his cologne and blood. Archer, a manipulative and ruthless adversary, has
orchestrated Nehemia’s assassination and used her death to manipulate Celaena and
others for his own gain. Her determination to dismantle him grows stronger, fueled by
her desire for justice and her awareness of the darkness within her that can be
unleashed in pursuit of retribution.

The chapter vividly depicts a tense and brutal combat scene in the sewer passages.
Archer, trained as an assassin, attacks with relentless skill, forcing Celaena to draw on
her own combat training and resilience. Exhausted yet resolute, she fights fiercely,
knowing Archer’s strength and cunning. Their battle is not just physical but also
psychological, as Archer taunts her about her heritage and her connection to Nehemia,
attempting to sow doubt and reveal hidden truths. Celaena’s strategic mind and
combat prowess ultimately allow her to gain the upper hand, culminating in her
decisive move to disarm and threaten Archer.

The emotional core of the chapter centers on Celaena’s internal struggle with her dark
side and her moral compass. As she faces Archer’s pleas for mercy and his claims of
fighting for their shared freedom, she is torn between her instinct for vengeance and
her lingering sense of morality. Her internal conflict is compounded by memories of
Nehemia and her dying words, which serve as a moral anchor and reminder of her true
purpose. The chapter explores her complex psyche, highlighting how her desire for
justice is intertwined with her darker impulses and her fear of losing her humanity.

Ultimately, Celaena’s resolve solidifies as she decisively kills Archer, ensuring he
cannot threaten her or her allies anymore. Her final act of violence is laced with a



mixture of triumph and sorrow, as she recognizes the darkness within herself that she
must control. Her command to Archer to leave Rifthold marks a turning point,
emphasizing her determination to protect those she cares about and to prevent further
chaos. The chapter closes with a haunting acknowledgment of Nehemia’s influence
and the ongoing battle within Celaena between light and darkness, underscoring the
high stakes of her journey and her inner struggle to maintain her moral integrity
amidst chaos.



Chapter 52

In Chapter 52 of "Crown of Midnight," the scene opens with a tense and visceral
moment as Celaena confronts Archer, whose life she ends in an act of vengeance.
Chaol witnesses her final act, observing the blood and the hollowed expression in her
eyes, indicating the emotional toll of her actions. Celaena’s calm demeanor shifts to
exhaustion and sorrow, revealing the weight of her choices and the dark truths she has
faced. She offers Chaol an explanation, hinting at the profound emotional and
psychological burden she bears, which underscores her complex character and the toll
of her violent decisions.

The chapter then shifts focus to the aftermath of the confrontation, depicting the
group's efforts to tend to their wounds. Celaena refuses medical help until Fleetfoot,
her injured dog, is stabilized, displaying her prioritization of her companions’ safety
over her own. Meanwhile, Dorian and Chaol grapple with their own injuries and secrets,
with Dorian contemplating revealing his magic and Dorian’s concern about the
implications of their recent actions. The scene emphasizes the camaraderie and
tension among the characters, highlighting their struggles to process the chaos around
them while maintaining their composure.

Celaena’s physical recovery is swift and mysterious; her wounds are healed by magic,
leaving only bloodstains and exhaustion. She seeks solitude in a bath, attempting to
wash away Archer’s blood and her emotional scars. Her introspection reveals her
connection to her Fae heritage, her lost ability to shift, and her memories of her past in
the other world. This reflection underscores her internal conflict—her longing for her
Fae powers and the pain of their loss, which has left her vulnerable yet resilient. Her
quiet moment by the balcony symbolizes her search for stability amid turmoil.

Finally, Celaena confesses her inherited Fae abilities and her history with magic,
explaining how she once could shift forms but lost this power when magic ceased ten



years ago. She recounts her experiences with the otherworldly realm, her inability to
control her magic, and her dangerous encounters with portals and spells. Her
revelations about opening a portal to another world, her connection to Wyrdmarks,
and her efforts to understand her magic highlight the dangerous and unpredictable
nature of her powers. Chaol’s response hints at disbelief, emphasizing the chapter’s
overarching theme of confronting the unknown and the perilous quest for truth and
control.



Chapter 53

In Chapter 53 of "Crown of Midnight," Celaena shares a truncated version of her
encounter with Chaol, revealing her experience with Wyrdmarks and the portal to
another world. Dorian listens intently, expressing disbelief at her account, especially
her ability to manipulate such magic and her accidental confrontation with a
formidable creature. Celaena confesses her lack of control over her powers and hints
at a potential source of guidance within a tomb—someone who might help her
understand her inheritance. She suggests a future trip to meet this individual, though
she withholds details about Mort, the mysterious figure inside the tomb, emphasizing
Dorian’s need for patience and trust.

Dorian’s heartfelt gesture and their emotional exchange underscore their deepening
bond amid the chaos surrounding them. He reassures her that, despite recent
hardships and their changed circumstances, he values her presence in his life, echoing
sentiments he expressed after the duel with Cain. Celaena’s reflections on Nehemia’s
dream of a just and loyal court contrast with the current political landscape, inspiring
hope that Dorian’s qualities might help realize that vision. As she observes him, she
begins to believe that Nehemia’s idealistic dream might still be attainable, though she
remains aware of the threat posed by his father and the political machinations at play.

Meanwhile, the narrative shifts to the political and military machinations of the King of
Adarlan. The king’s ruthless plan involves exploiting the ongoing conflict with Wendlyn,
using their refugee policies to send a message of strength. He considers deploying his
Champion for covert operations, including espionage and sabotage, to undermine
Wendlyn’s defenses. The king’s strategic mind is evident as he evaluates his allies and
opponents, recognizing the importance of timing and deception in maintaining power.
His focus on the mysterious portal and the death of Nehemia’s assassin, Yellowlegs,
reveals a deeper intrigue involving ancient magic, bloodlines, and hidden threats



within the castle.

The chapter concludes with the king’s command to summon his assassin, who is
tasked with a clandestine mission in Wendlyn. The assassin’s composed demeanor
masks her deadly purpose, as she is instructed to carry out a covert operation that
involves targeting Wendlyn’s leadership and seizing military plans. The king’s
awareness of the hidden dangers, including the mysterious portal and potential
enemies within his own castle, underscores the tense atmosphere of political scheming
and magical threats. His strategic planning aims to consolidate power, uncover
secrets, and prepare for upcoming conflicts, all while navigating the dangerous web of
alliances and betrayals that define his rule.



Chapter 54

In the aftermath of a tense council meeting, Chaol grapples with the weight of his
decisions and the emotional fallout among his friends. He tries to distance himself
from the watchful gaze of his father and the betrayed Dorian, who is visibly distressed
by the revelations and the political machinations unfolding around them. Chaol’s
attempt to justify his actions by suggesting Wendlyn’s potential danger highlights the
moral complexities and personal sacrifices involved in leadership. Despite the lies he
utters to Dorian, Chaol is acutely aware of the growing emotional chasm and the
difficult choices that lie ahead, underscoring the chapter’s theme of duty versus
personal loyalty.

Meanwhile, Celaena visits Nehemia’s grave at dawn, marking a poignant moment of
reflection and resolve. The melting winter snow symbolizes a season of change,
mirroring Celaena’s internal transformation. Kneeling before her friend’s resting place,
she confesses her feelings of cowardice and her regret for running from her
responsibilities. Her words reveal a newfound determination to confront her enemies
and honor Nehemia’s memory by fighting for justice. This act of homage marks a
pivotal point in her character development, emphasizing her commitment to
overcoming fear and embracing her destiny.

The chapter also explores Celaena’s vow to the memory of Nehemia and her
homeland, Eyllwe. She slices her palm and presses her blood into the earth,
symbolizing a sacred oath to never forgive or forget the injustices inflicted upon her
people and her friend. Her promise to free Eyllwe and restore her father’s crown
underscores her resolve to pursue justice regardless of the personal cost. This ritual
signifies her acceptance of her new role as a warrior and leader, driven by a deep
sense of loyalty and a desire for retribution that will sustain her through future
struggles.



Ultimately, the chapter underscores themes of sacrifice, loyalty, and the pursuit of
justice. Both Chaol and Celaena are faced with difficult choices that test their morals
and resolve. Chaol’s internal conflict about leadership and betrayal contrasts with
Celaena’s outward vow of vengeance and redemption. Their stories intertwine around
the idea that true strength requires sacrifice and unwavering commitment, setting the
stage for the challenges they must face in their respective quests. The chapter closes
with a powerful declaration of determination, emphasizing that their journeys are only
beginning, and that the fight for justice is ongoing and relentless.



Chapter 55

The chapter opens with Celaena preparing to leave her familiar surroundings, packing
her belongings while Fleetfoot’s injury is tended to by a healer. Dorian visits her,
expressing concern over her decision to sail to Wendlyn alone. Their conversation
reveals the depth of their bond, marked by unspoken emotions and a shared sense of
impending separation. Dorian’s pleas for her to reconsider highlight the danger she
faces, yet Celaena remains resolute, determined to undertake her perilous journey.
Their farewell is emotionally charged, underscoring the shift in their relationship from
friendship to something more complex, with unspoken promises of return and hope.

As Celaena stands at the bustling harbor, her thoughts are heavy with the pain of
saying goodbye. She reflects on her reasons for departing, including her need to
escape the oppressive political environment and her desire to find answers in
Wendlyn. Her injury and emotional turmoil weigh on her, but her resolve remains firm.
She avoids saying farewell to Chaol, knowing that their parting is fraught with
unspoken fears and unaddressed questions. The scene captures her internal
conflict—her sense of duty versus her personal longing for safety and clarity—while
the lively harbor scene contrasts with her inner turmoil as she prepares to embark on a
dangerous voyage.

Chaol’s sudden appearance at the docks introduces a critical tension, as he confronts
Celaena with a plea for understanding. Despite her willingness to leave, she recognizes
the importance of explaining her reasons to him, knowing that her return is uncertain
and that her actions are driven by a higher necessity. Chaol’s attempt to dissuade her
underscores his protective instincts, but Celaena’s sense of duty and the threat from
the king compel her to proceed. Their exchange emphasizes the dangerous political
landscape and the personal sacrifices involved, with Celaena acknowledging Chaol’s
concern but emphasizing her need to act independently to protect those she cares



about.

The chapter concludes with Celaena’s departure, the ship ready to set sail for Wendlyn
amid the lively, crowded harbor. She grapples with her mixed emotions—her pain, her
sense of duty, and her hope for the future. Her silent farewell to Chaol and her resolve
to return, if possible, underscore her complex motivations. The chapter ends on a
tense note, with her understanding that her journey is fraught with peril and that her
actions could have far-reaching consequences. This moment encapsulates her inner
conflict and the dangerous path she has chosen, setting the stage for the challenges
ahead.



Chapter 56

The chapter opens with Chaol grappling with a cryptic message from Celaena,
centered around a significant date linked to her past. This date, a moment when she
left the city and experienced personal tragedy, holds deeper meaning than Chaol
initially perceives. Celaena’s words hint at hidden truths about her history and her
connection to the Wyrdkeys, powerful artifacts that explain much about the king’s
formidable strength and mysterious actions. Chaol’s confusion underscores his
struggle to understand her motivations and the importance of the secret she has
chosen to reveal through this obscure hint.

As Chaol investigates her chambers and belongings, he uncovers a collection of
genealogical and historical books, which seem to contain vital clues. Among these, a
chronicle from ten years prior reveals the assassination of King Orlon Galathynius and
his heir Rhoe, along with a mention of Aelin, Rhoe’s daughter. This discovery suggests
that Celaena might possess knowledge about the true circumstances surrounding the
royal family’s downfall and the fate of the lost princess Aelin. The revelation hints at
her potential awareness of her own royal lineage and her possible connection to the
tragic events of that night.

Further examination of the family trees and related documents reveals a startling
truth: Celaena is actually Aelin Ashryver Galathynius, the rightful heir to the throne of
Terrasen. The family lineage confirms her identity as a descendant of the Fae Queen
Mab, linking her to ancient royal and Fae bloodlines. The discovery is overwhelming for
Chaol, as it confirms her true heritage and her identity as a powerful, hidden queen
who has been masquerading under her assumed name. This revelation shifts his
understanding of her character and her motives, exposing her as a key figure capable
of challenging the current power structure.



In the final moments of the chapter, Chaol recognizes the full scope of Celaena’s true
identity and her potential role in the ongoing struggle for power. She is not only the
heir to Terrasen but also the last hope for her homeland’s liberation. Her connection to
her Fae ancestry and her royal bloodline imbues her with formidable strength and
purpose. Chaol, overwhelmed by this knowledge, sinks to his knees, acknowledging
the profound implications of her true identity and the dangerous, powerful path she
now walks. This chapter underscores themes of identity, hidden truths, and the
awakening of a rightful ruler destined to change the course of history.


