Chapter Eight

The chapter opens with Celaena Sardothien observing a clandestine operation in a
lively, crowded tavern filled with pirates, peasants, and revelers. Disguised behind a
mask, she and her companions, Rolfe and Sam, pretend to be intoxicated to blend into
the chaotic environment. Despite the oppressive heat and the raucous atmosphere,
their goal is to gather intelligence without revealing their true identities. Rolfe,
seemingly eager to see Celaena’s face, hints at a deeper secret involving a tattooed
map and a deal to reveal her identity once certain conditions are met. Their interaction

is laced with playful deception, emphasizing the covert nature of their mission.

As the night progresses, Celaena engages in a game of cards with Rolfe and Sam,
using humor and camaraderie to mask their true intentions. The tavern’s lively,
raucous ambiance provides an ideal cover for their activities, with music, storytelling,
and drunken revelry filling the hours. Amidst the revelry, Celaena’s focus remains on
her mission, subtly trying to gauge Rolfe’s intentions while maintaining her cover. The
scene highlights her wit and resourcefulness as she navigates the dangerous
environment, balancing the need for secrecy with the desire to gather crucial

information about her enemies and their plans.

However, the mood shifts as the evening descends into chaos. Rolfe’s mood
deteriorates after a series of unfortunate losses at the card game, and the atmosphere
erupts into a full-blown tavern brawl. Celaena’s training comes into play as she fights
through the tumult, demonstrating her combat skills by injuring opponents without
killing. Her objective is to keep the fight going long enough to distract the crowd and
prevent anyone from noticing her true purpose. The chaos intensifies as pirates draw
swords, throw punches, and leap from balconies, transforming the tavern into a

battleground that tests her agility and resolve.



In the midst of the violence, Celaena faces physical assaults and setbacks, including
being thrown against a pillar and struck by a pirate’s fist. Despite these injuries, she
maintains her composure, fighting her way toward the exit while clashing blades with
unskilled opponents. Her focus remains on escaping the chaos and ensuring her
mission continues undetected. As she finally breaks out into the streets, she observes
that the violence has spilled into the city streets, with fights erupting across multiple
taverns. The chapter ends on a tense note, emphasizing the perilous environment and

her determination to succeed in her covert endeavor.
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