
Chapter 26: Rhysand

The chapter opens with a vivid scene of young girls in a training ring, under the
watchful eye of Devlon, as they practice with daggers. Their discomfort is palpable,
contrasting with the more daunting Illyrian bows stacked nearby, which symbolize the
harsh realities of their training. Rhysand observes from a distance with Cassian and
Azriel, reflecting on the challenges faced by these young trainees, some as young as
twelve. The environment is tense yet disciplined, emphasizing the importance of their
training for survival and strength. Rhysand’s personal resolve to oversee those
interested in mastering the dangerous Illyrian bows highlights his commitment to their
growth and resilience.

The narrative shifts to the broader situation in the camp, where the weather and
recent storm have cleared, revealing the aftermath of Solstice. Cassian and Azriel
discuss the reduced number of girls present, noting that some have left with their
families for the holiday. The conversation reveals underlying tensions, as Cassian and
Azriel review reports of potential unrest caused by dissenters from the Ironcrest camp,
led by Kallon, a young warrior with ambitions and a reputation for stirring trouble. The
mention of Kallon’s father and the threat he poses underscores the brewing conflicts
and the delicate political landscape that Cassian and Azriel must navigate, hinting at
the larger stakes involved in their leadership.

The chapter delves into the complex dynamics of camp morale and the importance of
unity amid external threats. Rhysand recognizes the significance of the girls’
consistent attendance, viewing it as a positive sign of resilience and hope for future
stability. Azriel’s presence, though reluctant, signifies a rare moment of connection to
his roots, symbolized through his unchanged appearance and tattoos, reflecting his
ongoing internal struggle with identity and belonging. Cassian’s guarded demeanor
reveals his concern over the unrest and his unwavering determination to protect the



camp, despite the personal and political wounds that have yet to heal, emphasizing
the heavy burden of leadership.

In the closing moments, Rhysand offers reassurance and a sense of cautious optimism,
acknowledging that progress will be slow but necessary. The metaphor of “small
steps” underscores the fragile nature of their efforts and the importance of patience in
the face of ongoing threats. The chapter ends with a sense of unity and shared
purpose among the characters, as they recognize that their collective strength and
perseverance are crucial for the future. Their world hangs in the balance, and their
actions now will determine whether they can build a foundation of hope amid the
chaos and dissent surrounding them.


