Chapter Three

The chapter opens with Celaena and her companions arriving at Arobynn’s private box
during a theatrical performance, where they are greeted with wine and conversation.
Arobynn’s familiarity and ease in the social setting contrast sharply with Celaena’s
more detached demeanor. She chooses to sit near the stage, appreciating the
grandeur of the theater, which she considers her sanctuary. Her thoughts reveal a
longing for independence, as she contemplates moving out from her current
apartment closer to the theater, intending to pay her debt and reclaim her autonomy

from Arobynn’s influence.

As the scene progresses, Celaena observes the audience and the prominent figures
present, including a woman named Leighfer Bardingale, who is seated with her
companions. Arobynn provides details about Bardingale’'s background, hinting at her
strategic motives for attending the event—she is a former wife of Doneval, the man
she plans to assassinate. Celaena recognizes the importance of Bardingale’s poised
exterior, suspecting that beneath her elegant facade lies a ruthless determination. The
presence of bodyguards and associates highlights the political and personal stakes

intertwined with the assassination plot.

The narrative shifts focus to Celaena’s interactions and internal reflections. Lysandra’s
flirtations and her own feelings of exposure in her gown contrast with her internal
resolve. She contemplates the significance of her words to Sam, her companion, and
feels a mixture of nervousness and determination. Her awareness of the danger she
faces is palpable, yet she remains composed, observing Doneval and his seemingly
indifferent demeanor, which belies the gravity of his role in the impending violence.
The scene underscores her internal conflict between her outward composure and the

weight of her covert mission.



The chapter culminates as the performance begins, with the orchestra setting a
mystical and shadowy tone. Celaena’s attention is caught by the unfolding drama, and
her focus sharpens as she prepares for the critical moment. Sam’s subtle gestures and
words serve to bolster her resolve, even as her emotions swirl. The act of watching the
play becomes a metaphor for her own life—shrouded in darkness, with secrets and
danger lurking beneath the surface. The chapter ends with Celaena surrendering
herself to the music and the story, fully immersing in the moment before her deadly

task commences.
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