
Chapter Four

In Chapter Four, Celaena Sardothien is depicted in a tense surveillance operation,
crouched in the rain on a rooftop, observing a well-guarded house belonging to
Doneval. Her discomfort is palpable as she navigates the slick, rain-soaked surface,
emphasizing her dedication and the physical toll of her clandestine activities. The
house's elaborate architecture and constant activity of servants and guards highlight
the wealth and security measures taken to protect Doneval’s interests. Celaena’s keen
eye for detail reveals her methodical approach to gathering intelligence, focusing on
the movement and routines of the household to identify vulnerabilities and potential
points of entry.

The chapter details her careful reconnaissance, noting the presence of numerous
guards, their rotations, and the layout of the house. She and her companion Sam
analyze the security setup, debating whether to attempt a stealthy passage or to
neutralize the guards. The narrative underscores the high stakes involved in their
mission, with Celaena aware that any misstep could jeopardize their entire plan. The
strategic observations about the house’s interior, including the possibility of secret
passages, demonstrate her experience and resourcefulness as an assassin. Meanwhile,
her interaction with Sam adds a layer of camaraderie and tension, revealing personal
stakes and her internal conflict about their dangerous task.

As they monitor the house, Doneval’s sudden departure signals a shift in their
intelligence. His hurried exit, flanked by a formidable bodyguard, suggests urgency or
a clandestine purpose. Celaena and Sam speculate on his whereabouts, considering
various social events that might distract or delay him, which could influence the timing
of their infiltration. Their covert observation continues to build suspense, emphasizing
the importance of timing and the unpredictability of their environment. Celaena’s
focus remains sharp, aware that missing this window could mean losing their



opportunity to uncover Doneval’s dealings.

The chapter concludes with a cautious retreat as the evening approaches. Celaena and
Sam prepare to move away from their vantage point, mindful of the guards and the
rain-slick rooftops. Their conversation reveals personal tensions and a shared
understanding of the danger they face. Despite her physical discomfort and the
absence of her ideal gear, Celaena persists in her stealthy approach, driven by her
mission’s urgency. The chapter ends with a sense of anticipation, as they plan to follow
Doneval’s bodyguard, knowing that their success depends on precise timing and
careful execution within the perilous, rain-drenched night.


