
Chapter One

The chapter opens with Celaena Sardothien in the clandestine setting of the Assassin’s
Keep, where she is summoned for an urgent and secretive meeting by her mentor,
Arobynn Hamel. Despite her exhaustion and her awareness of the importance of the
gathering, she remains composed, aware of her role as one of the most trusted
assassins. The atmosphere is tense and guarded, with the older men in the room
avoiding her gaze, emphasizing the dangerous and secretive nature of their work.
Celaena’s awareness of her beauty as both a weapon and vulnerability underscores
her cautious approach in a male-dominated environment where trust is scarce.

The meeting’s primary focus is the capture of Gregori, a fellow assassin who has been
caught in a trap and is now imprisoned in the royal dungeons. Arobynn reveals this
critical intelligence, prompting discussions on how to handle Gregori’s interrogation
and potential threats he might pose if he reveals secrets. Celaena suggests a quick,
discreet kill to silence him before he can talk, reflecting her pragmatic, ruthless
attitude towards threats. The conversation also exposes underlying tensions,
especially between Celaena and Sam, a young assassin who resents her and tries to
undermine her position within their hierarchy.

As the discussion progresses, Celaena questions the protocol and the decisions made
by Arobynn, hinting at her confidence and familiarity with the dangerous world they
inhabit. Her sharp wit and assertiveness are evident as she proposes practical
solutions, showing her competence and understanding of assassination tactics. The
atmosphere shifts when Arobynn’s demeanor turns serious, indicating that something
more troubling has occurred—Ben, a trusted member of their circle, has been killed,
and his body has not been recovered. This revelation introduces a new layer of danger,
betrayal, and mystery, heightening the stakes for all involved.



The chapter concludes with Celaena’s shock and grief over Ben’s death, coupled with
her frustration over the lack of evidence and the circumstances surrounding his
murder. Arobynn’s grief and the suspicion of betrayal deepen the intrigue, as the
assassins grapple with the implications of the loss and the potential breach of their
secretive world. The conversation hints at underlying treachery and the perilous nature
of their alliances, setting the stage for further conflict and investigation into the
circumstances of Ben’s demise and the broader threats lurking within their clandestine
society.


