Chapter 14: Rhysand

The chapter opens with a reflection on the ongoing reconstruction efforts in the
aftermath of war, particularly along the Sidra River, which had suffered the most
damage. The once-glorious estates and homes are now in ruins, overgrown and
abandoned, symbolizing the deep scars left by the conflict. The narrator reminisces
about these familiar places from their childhood, emphasizing the profound sense of
loss and the long road to recovery. Despite the progress, the chapter underscores that
the city and its people are still in the process of healing, with many areas still in

disrepair and the emotional wounds of war lingering beneath the surface.

In the midst of this landscape of destruction, the narrator and Mor take a walk through
the city, engaging in a quiet, contemplative conversation. Mor’s presence signifies a
moment of personal connection amidst the chaos, highlighting the strained
relationship between them. Their dialogue reveals underlying tensions—Mor’s distant
eyes hint at recent trauma and her internal struggles, especially regarding her
interactions with Keir and Eris. The narrator observes the emotional toll war has taken
on Mor, recognizing that even after victory, some wounds, both physical and
psychological, remain unhealed. Their walk symbolizes a moment of respite, a rare

chance to reconnect amid ongoing turmoil.

The conversation then shifts to political and familial concerns, particularly the looming
visit of Keir, Mor’s estranged father, who is expected to arrive in spring. The narrator
has managed to keep Keir at bay since the war's end, but the threat of his arrival
remains. Mor’s cold, distant reaction to the mention of her father underscores her
complex feelings of resentment and unresolved pain. The narrator reflects on the
sacrifices made during the war, justifying the alliances with Keir despite his flaws, and
acknowledges the necessity of standing firm in their current circumstances. This

segment highlights the delicate balance of loyalty, power, and personal history that



defines their world.

Towards the end, the chapter explores themes of trust and support as Mor considers
her options regarding her father’s visit. The narrator offers reassurance, promising to
support her decision and emphasizing the importance of security measures, especially
given the strategic importance of their city. The dialogue reveals a shared
understanding of the ongoing threats and the need for vigilance. Mor’s wistful wish to
threaten the Hewn City with Amren’s power adds a touch of humor, contrasting with
the seriousness of theirSituation--The chapter concludes with a glimpse into their

personal relationships, hinting a!f gifts elgl:mmaerny&E ongoing effort to find

moments of normalcy amidst-chaos, reaffirming their resilience and camaraderie.



