
Chapter One

The chapter opens with Celaena Sardothien standing atop a crimson dune in the vast,
unforgiving Red Desert, where the landscape is dominated by endless sand and wind.
She reflects on the oppressive heat that clings to her, contrasting it with the milder
climate of Skull’s Bay. Her guide points her toward a distant location associated with
the legendary Silent Assassins, known as sessiz suikast, whom she is destined to train
with. This journey is framed as both a test of endurance and a form of punishment,
stemming from her past actions involving the rescue of slaves and defiance of her
employer, Arobynn Hamel.

Celaena’s physical struggle with the desert environment is palpable; she battles
dehydration, exhaustion, and the relentless sun as she makes her way across the
dunes. Her guide’s reluctance to accompany her further underscores the danger
surrounding the assassin’s destination. Despite her frustration and the perilous
distance, she presses on, understanding that her mission is critical. Her awareness of
the threat posed by the Silent Assassins heightens her resolve, even as the landscape
and her own discomfort threaten to overwhelm her.

After hours of arduous travel, Celaena finally arrives at an oasis nestled between
massive dunes, a lush sanctuary that starkly contrasts the surrounding desert. Her
physical state remains fragile, yet she maintains her composure, embodying her
reputation as Adarlan’s greatest assassin. As she navigates through the fortress, she
observes the bustling activity within—a training ground filled with diverse individuals,
the sound of weapons, and the tranquil flow of water. Her sharp senses note the
strategic layout, exits, and sentry positions, reflecting her military acumen and her
constant vigilance.

The chapter culminates with Celaena entering a grand chamber where she is to meet
the White-Robed Master. The space is alive with activity, shadowed figures, and the



hum of the fortress’s life. Her appearance and demeanor are confident, despite the
underlying tension. The Master, appearing around fifty, exudes authority and calm. As
she approaches, her posture and resolve indicate her readiness to face the challenges
ahead, hinting at the significance of her training and the dangerous, secretive world
she is stepping into within the fortress of the Silent Assassins.


